/ 
Pal. 18.11. 
He hath made darkpeſſe his ſecret place, 
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TO THE READER:” 
Ereis (good Reader) 4 
ente Treatiſe of ard 
2 JJ Argument, inthe which 
>| (if eucr ma) that may, 
= be ſcenes which dat h dai 
Il by cometopaſſe, that the, 
* bt Bodk it ſelf dethnothing. 
kiſe then 'perfarme that whichthe tiledarhe 
} promiſe ana pritemd; al we ſee and find often 
. | that the countenances of men do make a faire . 
ew of manyſinguler vertues and extellent: 
ti, which xtridll are not to bee found in 
ther of their ſoules ar bodies. Haw, 

hen (may any and will ſome man ſay ) do yew 
of PÞrpoſe go about to deceiue v. with glo- 
ig titles , which haue vnder them no ſab· 
flance of matter or were gon pour ſelues de- 
celuediu taking in handt hat which you were 
nat able to acrompliſi? Surely what ſas ug 
2 2 | wi 2 : 8 we 
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ng part 
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coin — che he Cos then vo- 
lenting ſ iniuriarba for aur parts wee did 
enterpriſe this conference,not in hope of ſoil- 
ding the depth of this bottomeleſſe myſterie, _ 
But onely 2 to content our ſeluen with 
that Lene it which iireuraledi in; #4 
wordof Gl. The whichno doubt isn 
needfull, aui alfocomfortdble Foal cre 
aun fer what eyther is or ſha be eur 
but the true knowledoe and cominui b 
Femplation of Goat Tothewhich — N 
W ee 1 
ther wiſe take onr Food will in g 
18 And ſo werommendth 09d Reader) 
Tr defrethbe comminied haber, v6-the. - 
22 ofſiftance of Gods holy ſpivit to be iy 
er ore 1 1 . 
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IT nor wir 
dication of this 
t, that ſo none 
| 3 Ire wm only they 
here were any ſuch ) that wold trouble them. 
felner with is. But the per nam of ſome REN 
wiſhing that this lite bodie going abroad, 
; heue ſome bead to duet it haue p led ſo — 
bega to thinks of ſome with whons 
F naight mag ſo bolde as to vſe his name (at 
leaſt wnderitiode the whiche may ſerue for 
ee, — — that vn ii ſull 
who mut needs ſet this epigranme oner 
— bh pared he painted This witch athing) 
1 * eee 
43 


1 THE EPISTLE 5 

& of paper, the name and title Ma pero 

4 je the which they doo fo earneſtly uſſect. 

Wherevpon while I did bethinks my ſelfe of the 
reaſont and reſpetts which vſually men follow in 

' dedicating books, among the reft {for there are 


S 


diners beſides) yet aboue the reſt (for they are the 
chiefe) theſe — came to minde, the firit it ne- 
ceſſarium, the ſecond vtile, and the third hone- 
ſtum. Neceſſirie maketh men(writing of matters 
nas only greatly contronerred, but exen flatly con- 
rradifled, yea perhappes ſpightfully eppugned) as 
is almoſt exery rrueth by one or other) ſhromde 
rthemſclues vnder the authoritie & fountbuante 
of ſome great perſonage, that ſo they may hane 
elter againſttheſftormes andtempeſts, which | 
their malitions enemies rav/e 2. their pers 
ſons, andthe trueth which they do profeſſe, But 
this ſeemed not needfull for this treats/e, which 
 beeing rather a Phitoſaphical then Theological 
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diſcourſe, of the nature of God ingeneral;wher« tour 
in, not only all Chriffians, bat alſo the Tewes, yeu | bee, 
the very Turkes and all other infidelsidoo- agree, | thal 
may ſafely rrauel into any country without a fe- fatk 
| ' Condutt, or abrine on any coaft without a com | good 
1 Ther ſerond motiu is vtile, a Planet that now | with 
Alus raigueih by bit power full inflnencr inthe then 
—= very wits of men; (the which God himſcife cams Bono 


compel!) and ir the Cynoſiera or North-ſtar, iy 
whoſe aſpett moſt men lay their plats & counſeu. 
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| EDICAT ORE. 
SES are not to ee 2 
ſaluting and 
vertues of woorthie men (it 
flurterie) they labor to procure unto _ =—_ 
ned fame e renomne, & to purchaſe to thſelues 
forme lawful fauor ,as a recompence of their good 
Thum be done: pet it i more lawfull 
commendable, for it is better to gine then to 
to take, and (in the opinion of ſome men) to want: 
then to cruue. Ihe third reſp —— the moſt honeſt 
ard praiſe woorthie, for it hath an eye not to pre- 
fem 72 fetie; or to future — but to beneſues 
one, and in a maner worne out of mind, 
the voluntarie acknowledging whereof, ee 
before ſo many witneſſes, ſheweth.a good nature, 
and a moſt ingonnous minds, Here Fader dows 
n ſtaffe, as minding out of this. companie 10 
make my choiſe, yet was Tot 4s yet come to my 
iourneyes end: for as wos all haue many benefac- 
tours, to whom wee are muchindebted, ſo it may 
bee doubted, which of them may by beſt right 
this dutis to himſelfe. Our beſt bene- 
fatlour to hee, — commeth 
with 3 ſpirituall b leſs ings 
therefore doth moſt woorthely * ig 70 7 
honoured aboue at others, with the firſt ; ond 
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THE BPIS TEE 
Aud without quriſtios, the xeale 
ton of thoſe men, who (eum in thit.onr age) in 
thankfulne(ſe to God the giuer of all . 
and wiſedome, laue him and ne other , th 
Patrone of their bookss and labours, yea 
they were not diredtly written of his nature , 
ſeraath to hee praiſed : yet me thinks as, 
it it not lawfwll to gine to man. the honors which, 
are due and proper to God, ſo it ſonniderh ſome», 
what harſo (though in trueth it bre not euill. ami 
to bee condemned as ſimply vnlamſall) to Lins 
tboſe honour to God, which. are. e 
ſtowed on men. : aud therefore euen — 
wen haus thought it moſt mecte to dedicate their 
bookss te men like. to themſelues, and 4 
hoth beds? and ſaule to God, So then we muſt dex. p 
ſernd to humane henefactouri, fall which woe. { 
el aoknowleage the pablickPatrons c. farbers, = 
of aur.comntrie, to bee 4s maſs berieficiall to un 
(bowſacxcer the exnuie which men bear to the good, 
aue of another maketh common benefues not 1a 
bee efteemed) ſo vieſt worthie, to whom in the, © 
ll placs allhonaur, lane and dutis, Mud bas 
performed both li this, and by all, other meenes + 
. whatſacner: Tet mec are not to ſia bers, for the. 
2 perſons be to be preferred. yet- private. 
| nat bee neglecled: the which thingahe been 
2. — en did ſeg x the light. of uature, and i (ay 
r . 
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| orwces arifices to the public 

their comntries and cities, they did without — 5 

bokhomerard: cr carefuly(tbogh ſuperſtii 

þ ——— 

wes. their deos penates, heir bouſhold Gods. 

Neither did they hercin thinb their pubiike gods 

to bes imurod or — for being 0415 

fondhy) per faded that they receined muck good 

nurn from their priuate Gods, hereypon they in 

ferred as a moſt unidaubied tyueth which no man 
endued; with common. ſancs would. deny, that 
whoſoencr was ſufficient. to beftuwe benefites on 
wentheſame was ſufficient toreceive honor and 
thanks at the hands of men, And in very truth he 

| Bf that would maky a /eparation & dixorce berwixt 
3 — br revs of 


* 2 religuonſh fo 

re RR — ir: more = eds 
eſpecially towards theſe, to whome in reſpeit of 

neare romiunttion of name, we owe double lows a 

—.— ; but they what good ſocuer they. duo to 

vs, ſerue. thanklefſe Maſters, whereas wed 

F — anne _ 4 mae nv onpony 

1 2 norea/on; that: — ſerve for: 
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THETDISTLY _ 
nowght wid be defrauded of the wager due dme 
thee. And now at length ro come to our purpoſe; 
do moſt willingly confeſſe (a: would more with ¶ tren 

haue done long ere this, if it had pleaſed you 

toe thr homo ei} think you tend 
bee content ſtill to ſpare) that if ener any man if flowe 
might of an other then may you of me expect amd | von 
require all thankefulneſſe of munde, all thankſoi« Þ if the 
wing in word, and allaftuall reſtification'vf it by I any « 
this or by 2 other menns, what ſoener is or may ff fowe 
at any time lie in mee to performe.Tour title ny pr. 

od as is bis (who h with great expentcs r 
purchaſed the feeſample of i faire and frantefll ¶ porti 
Orchard, aud enioyony"it in quiet poſſeſſion for ¶ waies 
mam yeares togither a man making am claing ff think 
to it, or to au part or parcel is, or once offering ¶ bcke 
to ſet eythey foote or fare ira in : yen planting i ¶ treat 
with the beſt trees that could be had and not ſnuff 

Fering them to growe wille, and to bring foorth 

fower fraite;but pruning and topping them (yer 
abnoft ſs un it is ſaid of Dauid, I. King. 1. 6.) 
and grafting them with the beſt ſtienter 
anal be babfeprherar babies in forrein conn» 
treyt) to take and taſte" an apple of ſomo tree in 
thes his own Orchard. F you gui ſay the whith 

Fam perfevaded you did neuer thinke' , thar-thil 
were a deare apple , anda ſory recompeuce for ſd 

great coſt and care : Indeed I muſt co ah 

Jou might have bought ren then ſand fucks booked, 
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| DEDICATORIE; 
with [eſſe charges, yet we ſee this to be the conrſa 
of the world, that when a« men haue moſt ex- 
re wile tren both — and toyled themſelues in 
ſed you ng Orchards & ſetting Gardens, yct if th 
| — arte. of the fraite 0 — — 
m flower of the other, they thinks that they haue o- 
oor nowgh for their — are — then 
gi Fibey had had giuen the a thouſand cart-loads of 
bf by N other (though farre better) exther fruite or 
r ff fowers. For all things are not to bee eftcemed 
en 275 or to bee numb red by eArithmeticall, 
rpenei rather to bee * by Geomerricall pro- 
aber portiom, which i the better: and truly I haue al. 
en for ¶ water thought, and ſo it may be, that many others 
claims ¶ thinks,that you do make more account of a pub» 
fring bete good ,(the which happely enen theſe ſmall 
ring i ¶ treatiſes may procure more or leſſe) then of a 
ot ſuf I} great deale of your priuate profit : As I haue of. 
foorrh ¶ ten heard you ſay, that you thought it meete that 
wy the firſt borne ſhould bee dedicated to the ſtudies 
1. 6.) of Dinmitie and the ſeruice of God accor- 
* ding to the equitie of Moſes lime made to that 
com effect, the which ought ſtil to remains in ſome 
fort, though it do not neceſſarely binde. 
And therefore inſtead of a better teſtimonie of 
thanking, yet more thank full minde, Tam bilde 
40 ſend unto you, togither with a little treatiſe of 
ad. Y repentance, for the which you wrote in your laſt 
wt otter, another of the ſame puch and ſtature bee. 
WY ing 
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THE FEPISTLE : 
Sug his younger brother, to accompanie Fn L 
necdleſſe ! lum, to-u/e ming or any wordes, in 
them to you; Nepotes auis, quam 
filij patribus chariores eſlefolent: Auer em 
Epray pos inte your familie, as did alle Iacob, E-. 
phraimi ud Manaſſes, s ſores of Ioſephrend 
tet your nave — _ —— Tea, if: pay 
leaſe, lay andi pon then, in t 
- — willy 6 . Ter do — 
bs — hs banas, and inpreferring the lattar 
before oh former, for hee was by the extraordi- 
narie ſpirit of prophecie, priuiledged to cr . 
hands, aud with all the lame of God, yea 
more, becauſe they are more the lawes = 
the lawes of OS ka nations) for the fer- 
mer is ſuter for your purpoſe, and will bee mort. 
2 for you, ſo much as the true practiſe of 
rie, ſet downe in ſome ſort in that traa· 
5 of repentice,ss to be preferred before naked 
ſpeculation, to the which kinde I muſt needs cou- 
feſſe that this latter treatiſe doth more proper 
belong. I doheaviely wiſh and carneſiiy deſire of 
God, that as you hane been tha mean: of exiftin 
to them, ſ0.t may returne vm — 
thank fulueſſe, ſome ſpurituall yr pos one for. 
e, which is the better part, and the other 
for knowledge, which is not to bee negleſted. New 
ther do I doubt but that God wil in ſome meaf 
beare my prayer , —＋ whos nothing i 4 — 
EY”. -- righted 
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D DFDICATORIE” 


nude ons which do direftly tend 25 the 9 
of bis Church: you haus ſemen this fred, and 
ber fore may wel tale the crop into your — 
you haue eee ee and 
then ſhould another plucks away the fraue? 
It would ** hne — ebe, 
if atcordeng to the communconr/rof the world J 
. 8 not occi - 
* ard: the ſan any longer they 
ba 19 . 2 e light —— —. — fir 22 
cha nientem, n bur in 
FG W the furure tomſo, tai bath pleaſed God 
| hitherto to make you — mene, (in am- 
md —— (1ſpeake of prinate bene- 
a nn enen from ny cuir and firſt infuncis 
Fo this preſent howre, yea ſo that you bo not yer 
noked ale ur faint, (as you ti; he well haus done fince | 
Ucon. bes began, 4 ) but that your i 3 
roperhy & late benefits & bountie do exceedrhe former: 7 
Lfire of ſoil wert ſo minded aito w/e — of 1 
ting 2 Pilot, and the directer of my ſhip and courſe, 1 74 
know no canſt why I might not hope to haue as 2 
| wr 4 ( hapman of you, as of another. So then. 
Loth honeſtum ænd vrile haue giuen their vy 
ces to this choice, to the which 7 neceſritie could 
p be brought to giue his aſſent, then it were done v- 
L m panini conſealy, without any r — 


THE EPISTLE | 
farely in my minde he is not hard to be i | 
Pompey ſarmamed the great, for his great con- 
queſts and trixanphs, (although bee mught mars 
trulſ be ſo called for the greatneſſe of his mii 
and vertues) being ſent by the Senate into one of 
their Proxtnces,would needs take ſhippe _ fea 
in a great tempeſt, ſaying :.1t is needfull r I 
ſhould go, becauſe AE ul that I ſhowld dif< 
charge my dutie, but not that 1 ſhould line: and ſo 
wee are to Account it more needfull to auoyde the 
foule crime of ingratitude, ther to bane ether 
our writings, or perſons ſafely protected. 1 may 
wot though would, trouble you any further: it 
remaineth onely that I deſire God to returne ſe · 
wen fold into your boſome, as I doubt not but that 
hee will doo, eyther in this or in a better Afe) all 
that good which you haue dane wnto me : and ſo 
leaning you in the moſt ſure protection of Gott, in 
whom Jam perſwaded that you truſt, I 1ake my 
leaue till further occaſion bee offered, eyther of 
writing or of comming vuto vou. Ti he Lord bee 
with jou. London thi 7. ¶ February. 9 
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mpfer.“ | 
(Seb. And L ifmy company tra | 
yatiin anyftecd : but howſocucritbe, you 
may cominatid it: and by vouchſafin me the 
benefit of your company » make mee much 
choſden to jou. E 
Gent. Not ſoſir: but michoutquellions the 


of mien'of your rotethon;/is both 
— nt and piece & much to be de ſired 
for the attaining of knowledge & wiſdome. 
Fe. I pray you pr, q hõ do you take me tobe? 
Gent. Surely, it ſhould feetne by your _ 
rell, ihat you are a Scholer, or ſome Miniſter. 
Seb. Indeed, if yòu call a learner a Scholler, 
I do confeſſe my ſelfe to be of that profeſſi- 
on: but ifſas I ſuppoſc)you meane by a Schol- 
ler, not a learner, but a teacher or Doctor, 
one able to inſtruct, and direct others; you 
take your markęs amiſſe: for (as we ſay in the 
Schooles) 3 monachum.  * 
= © Gent. Tmeaneby a Scholler, not one that 
Jearnes his AB Cyor his Accidensjbuta Stu- 
dent, one thiat Hath bene brough vp iu ar- 
ning in ſome Vniuerſitie: able with a little 
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tothinke ant ſpeake of meyfarre better then 
Ido e:burzfitwere,as you do wecne, 
and waſher know no cauſe, but that I both 
may ahd ouglit, oolte for profit and encreaſe 
of knowledge as well at your hands as you at 
mine. Gen Why that cãnot be: you giue your 
ſelues cotitinually to reading, and all other 
meanesofattaining kriowledge : whereas we 
follow other matters, and ſpend our dayes a- 
bourwatldly profits or pleaſures , as our cal - 
lings, places and degrees do require..." 

Fab. The more is thepittieit it beſo: you 
(forthe moſt part) haue leiſure inough to ſeck 
knowledge: y ea you are of abilitie to prouide 
for yon ſelues, all things belonging vnto ſtu- 
die, the which . _—_ wat,to their 

ae grief and hinderace. And ſurely (in m 

— — far more commendable and — 
norable, for men of wealth, place, & accoũt, 
to purſue and huntaſter knowledge and wiſe- 
dome, by the which they might benefit much 
their coustrey, both Church, and Common - 
wealth, then to ſpend their time and goods, 
in vaine aud vnprofitable pleaſures. 
Gem. Lou ſay true ſir, in the opinion of the 
wiſeſt: but for 95 time, we will rather take it 
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as we ſind it, chẽ diſpute how it oght to be: if 
eee eee en 
— B 2 3— 
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doubt, and would gladly bereſolved, 
Without queſtion bee a great caſey and make 
chat wee neither feeſe the weariſome · 
neſſe of our tedious trauell, nor —— 
dr ende out ofthe length of theſe Norr 
berland myles: yea Ido not doubt, but it wil 
de profitable to vs both: for I ſhall be inſtruc · 
— — you by calling to remembrance your 
former reading, ſhall imprint it more deeply 
into your minde; and haue it more readic a= 
Szinſdan other tim. 
Sth. Indeed conference is alwaies good, 


and eſpecially in trauell: yea, and for the mat-. 


tet of our confetence, you haue choſen the 
better part, in that you had rather beſtow the 
imme in ſome poynti of diuinitie, whereby we 

may beedified mreligion, and in the know. 
ledge of God; then ſpend it in other mattert, 


which are either vaine & needleſle; or at the 


feaſt, not comparable vnto it, either i vſe or 


excellencie. Tet I muſt nerds tell you 


ty, that you are too careful of your owne cafe, 
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— helping mee out of the britrs 
whereict I fhall flick. Secondly, that in hard 
and imrieate queſtions, thatanſwere bee ac: 
ceprod fartherime which wgy hee had: fort 
is a plain caſe, that anyone mi may moue moe 
queſtions in an houre, then all the learned 
men in the world can aunſwere and! en 
all Thedaies of their lues. 

Gent. Your conditions are very des- 
ble;Sealrhogh my anſ\yeringof your doubts 
wilbe, as the prouerbe is, Sur ninernan, (in 
the which reſpect, and not in any partiallfa- 
uourofmyſelf, as you do charge me, I refer- 
red the matter wholly to your diſpoſiti õ yet 


— yougiue others belide Schal · 
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2 Seb. — — e 
Eo. —— Scholler, — 1 
= to yourowne acception, -howſocuer ii pleas 
} ſeth — — one 
in my ſence: and it may your: 
au and kinde of life, howſoeueg youroues 
-ward ſtate ſcemerh better then vſually gchol-· 
32 —.— vnto: yea, I amperſyaded; hy 
great deſire xo increaſe in knowledge, 
— 2 which” appearerh in you, that 'youhanealrea- 
— to a great meaſuru of it and 
now what belongs vnto it, —— 
99 — ö 
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as in the feuridation and ground 

reſt, tha chirwis a God, forothewwile there 
could bend Yetyouſywerie'tridy 


that our knowledge both in this, and in all o 
ther ncerning Got ix perfect: 
ta clorowe may 3 yea we muſt 
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poynt, lil muſt ne 

«is ſeldeme, it beeing ſeldome called imo 
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kiſh Achaiſutte — — chat bath a 


1lomabla ſoula: yer hee that: doth donfider 
. — withautabyknowledge, 
bare, Nate, or any. ꝛegatcl vy 2 
had . hat 
| ſpoken Þ 44. . Tur ſbalt 
heart berg iuue al ra I uns tr 
Uwould opprily privic{le ata bd oſ 
that iudgement, and as fate. en. 
— — de ſem it hy 
any whoſpeucr, Tbe ub. — 


= — I doo from my heit des 
dl dul )-mhii Lian, yer fee 
tell you plainly) thare haue often 
riſen and tuane in my minde;;as] fhould bee 
aſhamed, andtherefore would'bedath to an 
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ſes : — — did 
wholly depend asd relyc: themſelues vy 
pon: God; and did daih and hourely cath 
vppom him: for ſuch ching , they ſtood 
in nerdenofl it happenod to them ho berd 
ter 1 yieas for che moſt fan, farre woorle 
| then. to the wicked: : chat for all chew 
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Nee would haue and ate; —— hee 
Kncied, irrdeſpite of God, and ſo he chill 

fure as well, yea much better: 

ſeruohim moſt devoutys char there 
wre not to be — 1 
ments of Gods power and prefenbe 
chingwhich tmghemake-a — 
den whereasin — — ro 
our horizon ſo thatir. ſhould. natioither: by 
heate, beamesg di auie caber anearies,} 
Merve it ſelſe to ent, ihen that God 
thould be inthe wo welded rende e | 
rant. 3311-430 2302532 nya bagnitcnll 4 
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to teach 

ſirate/the betingof God, as outof hic bnely 
euidences/tizat was no certanitiexouid 
ber had of ate: thing contained am br chat 
Serie Kingdome; j: Countrie „ and / Cit« 
tis iyeh almoſt. uerie : priuate man, did 
gether ou Yßrit aadiuers auf different ¶ chat 
dme of rclgiqn d and ſeruing o— ſome 


ys Tra grres g wer 1 

— as okzbe#taniexbf Duc) 

gatone/thefirgnt Hell; andrbelighoot heu- 
fat.the ſonles off 


ven; prepatedand appoyared 

ther. Hedianyaccording 
eh oiedin: This e mc 
elſe wicked} yathar all cheſedofirides, and in- 


fon hen tee mc 
terfeit, and bbali deuiſod 
in ſomi ae and Dene, 


med woortt af all) that ma Seripthirt 
—— onaly byte but over era 
irfelfom any, poynts and heteas:u 
cruth rr 
bar awoſfwoete 3nd fullcanſort and hanna, 
nie. So chat for iheſe rab ene, oiben⸗ 
— wr — 7 

in 2 — hee was e ſlerpes or in 
hat tell, er about ſome e eee 
he thought and tnent indeed non 

ſling, yet tlieſe doitus were Dur ag Hyiig 
—— which.the ꝑlome, mace 
tie, and-trath-of God. both in bid 
word and ate, as cl care. as doth 
it noone day did ſoone diſſolues yet nt fog 
that you ſhould thinle it lat Jabourto ſpeaks 1 
ſomemwhattothatefict,! one dil 50 . 1 4 4 
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Chriſt, obe vnſolded would ſoonc haue | 
1 by« 
ichen he had beene ſlraungemithihetn; 

he nere 
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rake 
a Hy task. 


which they had; — 2 and 

come to nought. But no in hir time of the 

Goſpell, wherein ſpirituall graces are plenti- 

promiſed eo — — 
to ihie fait 55 po 

with thefinger, as being rantardunll eat 
ou — them 

in his re $, 2s 

— toy 7 ſtilt "y 

peare in viſible maner, 2s if the 

not be, enherfor doubtfulneſſe —— ye 

for obſcuritie vnderſtood 8 We ſee that 2 

as children are — ˖0 

ſtrength; they are not onely 

to chinks — the dug doe eee beratſs ah 

— 1 ew 

— — both of ſtrength 


their bodies; and of patience in their 1 5 


ow in  howſoener ir bee grecuous · vnto chem, 


malce them doubt of the loue of their p 
prin are tied to-lo>unwcleomiely 
tas e. ö Lr 


4 erer 
[Inlike manger ir pleaſed God eo deale with 


children not only in wirhdtawingfrõ the 
5 — yet not le en 


mall gracas in profent fruition dt the ninidat 

:bape of cternallylorie, wherewithito:ſolace 
:them(clucs) hutallo in exerciſing heir faith, 
hope, patienge and lone, by continuall trials 
and temptauons, craſſes and afflitions; as ĩſ 
__ clean forgotten the, and caſt them off 
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ever. Wheras indeed hedoth ie onely for 
the triall and commendation of their faith 
which by this meanez is found mo he firme and I Hef 
found,cucn aa gold is tried by che fire. For if lens 
Mhenſouer wee are-pinehed: with: any griefe; I celle. 
miſerie, or nt God were ſiraiglito ay at our ¶ bleſſ 
elbowes, with comfort and with fuch things — 
gave de ſixes either for neceſotieot pleaſure, | 
Nhat gredt matter were it to depend yppon || blaſp 
Jim, and to loue him. The moſt blockiſh (ot | deſer 
in the world: would truſt chat which he ſeeth | heart 
with his eies: and there is no brute beaſt in the || ſinne 
worldl of fo ſauage þ nature, but would bears worlc 
affection ta him. that did daily ply | ſinoe 

im with good aud pleaſant thing one in the olde 1 
necke of another, heither is it polyble for a whip 
5 to. hope for that which hee:: alreadit 
5 5 : * os 
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hold of Godand dn virrernall life; 
that no teniptations can malte vs let our hold 
i uhen in the moſt bitner afflictions we 
oy ſweentaſte 4 
— faſtiy 
thad which fur out of ſigjhi, chem is our futli 
found ta he not baggagꝭ droſſe, but pure and 
— >, eee for che ſernictofthe king of 
_ IT —— . 
Ves. This feltiavd thereupon 
deeſt bevegive, that: Jam riſen from the dead, but 
bleſſedarethryzhat da natſee,orfetlewnd yet bes 
lexerthatis,ohcir faith ismore;ſtrong;and ex. 
2 arid therefore their Aaluation ant 
efſednelſowore certainer Likemwilc in re- 
8 is necdſull, that: God 
thoſe 3 1 their 
— and ot ſimes do 
deſerue, ſullex the to — ing their 
hearts, ind in filling vp the moaſure of theit 
| 838 fawe Co preſent in the 


world intemporall pla to euer 
| five thodeGGnved 5 a 
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whipand-ſword af vengeantes. they would 


then haue ſome canſcience of ſinne, and by 
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aac handthe ee do Ga (cet rm 4 
rewatds arid pumſhmems, parpo- 
ſing by eternal rexriburion; opay wavy one 
home and tothe full: And theteſute wo cans 
hot impute dhe c⁰f¹Me, aint abrindatce'of 
9 —— 
gouermment im God th 
ment, who ſuffetethche wicked ta ran on in 
their ſeuerall eourſes of wickedneflejeo their | 
—— — — but that ho doth 
promdence in re. 
1 y th ö of witkedneſle*; 4 that 
'they ſh — — bur that 
—ä oe and praiſe. 
him, euen as weſce,that hekeepeth by vios 
tence the fea:withins the ee — 
which by nature ſhould and if it ww ere not res 
ſtrained, very quickly would couer the fact 
— ths Arche multitude oi 
Giſe religions; and the great diuerſmie of opis 
nions among choſe that profeſſe che truetiii 
what is chat co the purpoſe? The pathway of 
tracth i one and che Nane 
nit: the ignorante, etrors, and 
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worlde', whereta' wee dell, ànd there || - 
beginne with. dur ſelues , called by the 
biloſophers ndt without cauſe, lirle worlds! 
welhall find both without in our bodies; in 
he moſt euiining and curious forme and 
frame of them and within in our mindes and 
ſoulcs.intheir manifold faculties and effectt 
ain and peghant arguments of ſo great 
demo bid pbwer, that wee ſhall: ceaſe c 
rtituell, how LAlexaulder tlie great, and Ne 
Michadnezartht ptoude, came toxhat lp 
pf thifeiuesro be not men but * 
arit{ſhalf beginne to maruell wle alt the men 
iathe world ate ht of thoir opinion: vntill I 1 
webethinlte otir ſelues that men ſee plainely fuck 
boch in themſe lues and in others, that they di 
nor mate chemielues, but were made by an ff. 

other. Net may not man boaſt or brog, dh. ; 
rhis prerogatiue of bringing in cuidence for, _— 
ghedcitie of his tnaker,13pepuliarto himſelf F , Xx 

muſt be faine to admit into the particip# 

twin of this praile, all the other ercatures 
the world © not anely thoſewhichexcelhim | 
ſeife ingreatnes, ſtrengthy(wiltnes; ſharpner] . ; 
offerice, and in many other reſpects hat᷑ ei et 
the bifeſt & ſiſheſt worme that (crawleth! 
Ap the ground: yea (which may malte M porti 
ay downe his peacocke taile, and bee quite r: 
Gatof conch ele eo in ci 
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Ber bebe Dlupreſi ſintcy bf che moſt fimple Ae 
- tors F ifuthey:'bre "2s dul! conſidered} tas 
they une dailyuſeene , wil: in in manner 
& | vc men.into ſtones : ſo amazing 
INE Acer 5th&y:-will rbee:iconftraed;-th fe- 
© |-nounce all: darurall resort and to ch | 
Pall leage den ir the fnger of B. 
And s chnelüfiomof tn pont, not 
1 -onely. they that ge dowhe -into. — 
dos ” | - fecrersofiranrati-Philoſophic) , but een 
OY I -fuck alſo * dd:ohely firms; and ffeate 
hi :aoft in the fi >>confiderationitof 
2 the frame uf oche whole world and f 
* jo the particular creatures cherbin commi- 
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: [if thchehtofnarure; by the which all men 
naturally and generally attaine the vndouh- 

5 el pecſwaſſon of this erueth, it hath pleaſed 
Er in allages and place to maintaine i, 

it aut of all doubt by extraordinatie 
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fl oth. — vppe his Church from 
men 1 e to another, from the fitſt 
Kale infancie tothe childhood; and ſo on for- 
zal ward ta mans eſtate, inſtructing i je in lis 
ine i, will, and a; it were inſtilling his pre- 
linarie cepts intd it by little and little, and lineaf. 


wean terline; as the capacitie of it youll a 
5 (nat regarding the time of their! i 
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oriwhio knoweth not thatin the doftrineof 
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wiſedome;-xhat 


(ave e not 
(um with 1 —— 
fate ce e all the 
religiqps oſthocheathenttein eompariſog of 
— — ates 
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uealed andimadekriowne to: man, is. 
tathe faithfull.co wit, the inward and ſrcret 


operation of his ſpirit, renewing: the it minds | 


and hearts to know and lJoue theaueth/ ; 
This light farre paſſeth all the :other;/far-that 
it notonely ſhineth in the eyes, \as the other 


debut FA openeth them, that they may 


ſec aut beholde dhe truech, 7 the 
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raltaſkeevandivoice of alltbe'Na 
heirat ager,efpeciallyofthe fees. who 
doo emen abhovrethis-opirſion) of A 2 
theiſte's and haſtiy + the dotrime of this 
Hycroherein che whole will- and 
counſet-of God is fully: and finalfy* re. 
este, . — mally-are' 
te eee God; and to hade al 
thetighnorufu Nee e 
him F alchel, e weaned 
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Se. they —— the) 
glory of God, which afterregeneration, is as 
clezre'vnto them as the Sunne at midi day, 
uen se read, 3. I.. Ii. that Clien his 
ſetuant could not ſee the —— of hotſ· 
chariotz, Which was hard at hand,, till 

fuck time, at God, at nw yerokrhe Pro - 
e opened hĩs eyes. Ihe fift anch laſt means, 
the which God ii gnade knouna archis 
Fe eee 
© yo. 

Des wo TE the ia · 


» euen a 3 of 
2 25 2 RE to cartall 
vnbeleeuers, ihey are often vaine and of no 
2 For if vnto that can agtci 
we haue by the ctearures 
jo pl 9 uit 


lar 


cel ©, papiſts, or the 


/conferences, apparitions, & ſencible 
1 wonders as hewoghe 
in olde ume: in and by hiv ſeruants; we ci 
not bat by cheſe memes bee much more vn- 
; daubyedhy perſus ded of: the power, pre- 
ſencez and prouidence vf God, thennowue 
—— ener 
in vabelecto; v one ſtiould 
riſe ſtuin dicxtad and preach vnto them. To 
ſpeake any more of this matter oy were 
nostherwiſe then if l fold hi ight/a/extidde 
to ſtiew you h M ate ſfonigd 217 cheare: ſiali- 
. tedythe funne ſhining heerebefbrovs: Nou 
ſrotha the creaturesand light of: nature to 
the beathen, the ſcripture and word ot Gud 
tothe Church, the ſandtifyingandallamina- 
— God tothe faithfulltiie gifts of 
reuelation, and other tigaculons 
Earl which are dot nom necuſull in 
tho Church, as they: were before the com- 


» of hriſt, and in the ſirſt publiſtung of 
Ee to all catcicherbayerthorhem» 
ſe lues, or behold them ia oihers, are infalli 
ble detnonſtrations of the C odhead, & ſuch 
againſtrhe whichinoexceprio can be made: 
yet not wichanding al this, it is a wonder{but 
Seh de comop)tocofider how A theiſme 

t pteuaile am men, yea far more 
amongſt 4 the ſuperſlitibuʒ 
Kono heathen, of _ 
there 
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there were yery fewe, which. had their 
religion and Gods in great reuerence, and 

high eſtimation, whereas naw a dayes, 


fewe.do make any account of ge or of - 


the worſhip of God, bur as ofa formallabd 


ordimarie-marter ot coutſe, which for arder | 


and ſaſhians ſake, iato be performed / And ac- 
— deale withthem 
in his iuſt iudgement,, for tlie hardening of 
their hearts; that for ſo much as they haue ſo 
wilfully reiect ed lo many meanes of know- 
ledge, he doth wholely abſtain from any fur - 
ther reuealing of himſelfa by any extraordi. 
narymeanes r but ſuffereth euery one to go 
on and to proſper in theit owne deviſes. and 
wicked wayes 4: chat ſo their impunitie may 
comſnme them in their ignorance and. con- 
ob God: the which is more to b won - 
- drediat,>and to be lamented 5 my of them 
that haue had ſome knowledge and ſence of 
religiòn reucaled ynto them, and kaue made 
conſcience ofit intheirliues ; yerſecing no 
Freatmattersor effects to come of itz but the 
ordinary courſe & faſhion of the world, 1he 
Faint in faith by little and little, till at legt 
they become if not apen, yet ſecret contem- 
netsof God & all roligion. And ſo is fulfilled 
the ptophecie of Chriſt, Math. 24. 1A. 44. 
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| GOD. 1g 
fhaltſo.oand | tharir ſhall coole the Re- 
watihe lone of mau, in ſo much that if it 
were poſſible, che very elect ſhould fall away 
from the faith, and be deceived: but I doubt 
not but that you are farre from that fe arefull 
eſtate· Gen. That which you haue ſaidzas tou- 
chingthe exiſtence of God, dothfully ſatiſfie 
me and may content any reaſonable man: yet 
becauſe I do ſometimes meete with men that 
are euen rodted and confirmed in Atheiſme, 
and will not ſticke to denie that there is 2 


Godil pray you fumiſh mee with ſome fee. 


argurnerits, wherywith ro conuince arid to con- 
Sch. Indeed there are many, wineh are to 
beaccourited Atheiſts, for that they denie 
the doctrine of God prouidence, and the 
truth of his word and promiſes, made to his 
Church of eternall glory (the proofe and 
declatation l mult bee refetred to 
theyr proper places) wherein we did both 
agree: but ſüre I thinke, you mꝭete with fewe 
or none: that are either ſo hrutiſn in mind, or 
ſo ſhameles in face, as to demie that there is a 
God, neithey to my remembrance haue 
Leuet either heard or tead of any ſuch. The 
Epiturean Philoſophers among the heathen, 
were counted Arheilts,asthey might welbe, 
for they exempted God from che care ofhu- 
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mae things, and fromthe the gouermment 
elch werf but they neither denied nor 
doubted but that there was a God. And fo 
I thinke of our epicutes and Atheiſts in theſe 
dayes, that howſoeyer they might as well de- 
me God to exiſt, as to contemne and reiet᷑t 
his word. chreatnings, and promiſes, as mecre 
fables and to be altogither voyd of an) care 
or regard of him, yet if they were Exaihined, 
I thinhe they would eonfeſſe, ihat they think 
hete n a God, tho they haue neither know- 
edge nor care of kim. Gen. You may in fauor 
& gentlenes make the beſt of their Atheiſme, 


tho to lay the truth, the beſt be bad inogh)bur 


Ican aſſure you of my one experience, that 
there are ſuch, that denie not onely the proui- 
dence,bur euen the very nature and exiſtence 
of God. Sc. They are not mẽ, hut beaſts inthe 
hkeneſſe of men, altogither vmvorthy of any 
fauour. neither (if | mer with auy ſuch)ſhould 
I either beare or ſhewe them any, put rather 
extteam, & yet not ſufficient hatted:for how- 
ſocuer I vie tobe (know not how) too caſe 
and indifferent in iudging and condemning 
thoſe that hold euen groſſe hercſies, as thin- 
king, that either there may be ſome truth and 
grace with great errors , or at the leaſt that 
they may be reclaimed from them: yer when 
I think of ſuch monſters as youſſpeake of, I 


fecle my heart to riſe againſt them ſo, that 


could 
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couldmore:- willingly: ceareqhem in peeces 
e e with — 


toong. 


wi 
| Yeatorellyouplainly, I think that ſuc ha- 


uing liued in the Church; and in the light of 
.the _ and word of God, are not to bee 
— wich, or perſwaded by reaſons, but 
rather as men giuen vp to a reprobate ſence, 
and branded wirh the moſt fearefull marke of 
the wrath and vengeance of God, to bee leſt 
to his iuſt iudgement. For ifan Hereticke be 
to be auoided and left after a fewe admoniti» 
ons, as being wilfull and obſtinate, what then 
ſhould he done to theſe, that haue reiected à 

thouſand admonitions giuen them, not one» 
ly by che reſtimonic ofthe whole worldin all 
ages, but alſo by the creatures, word, and ex- 
travedinary wor kes of God. And therefore I 
pray you, let vs not trouble our ſelues any fur- 
ther withthẽ, but rather go onto ſom matter, 
the conſideration whereof, may be profitable 
vnto vs: for as you know, Contra principia ne- 
gantẽ non eft d;ſputandy, Gent, I confeſſe that 
the y are in a moſt fearful caſe, & deſerue to be 
abhorred both of god & mi, yet whe as Lam 
by ſome neceſſarie occaſion in company with 
chẽ, and heare the proteſt thẽſelues to be, not 
wilfull in gainſaying, but willing to learn the 
truth, I wiſh they might be reclaimed, or at þ 


* 


leaſt, that their mouths were ſo topped, that 
| they did na harm to others: & therfore I pray 
ou ſbew me, how I ſhuld deale wich theme 


| rg POP" a 
| ſhewe or piooue 


i by any othcrarguimets 
m have bin be. for that Gd ſuth re- 
uealed lumſelſe by due onely, and by no o- 
ther: meanes:to wit by his word and ſpirit to 
his Church, and by lus workes tothe world. 
Towra the folthind of theſe arguments. is to 


| ons and —_ | 
— — — | 
but not againſt the horrible — r. 


theſe ſliameleſſe Atheiſts, and thoreſore you 
mult inſiſt in the workes of God, the hich 
* being ſenſible, cannot be denied bythem. By 
— ou may ſhew the exiſtence of God, 
both by theordinary-workesof the creation 
and preſeruation of ofche world (the which in 
truth are moſt mir aculous as alſo bythe mare» 
culous and extras y workesandindge- 
mẽts of God. For the youmuſt a. ke him 
he ſee not inthe crearures, to wit intheit 
and number, proportion and beo. 
ne; force and efficatie, cerraine fignesand at- 
guments, ofſomegreat wir, - cunning wiſe. 
dome, goodneſſcand power wou aden 
fell this thinke your © 
rn. Sure ly if hes denied it, Tocbd an 
Himas being not a man-endued with 
but a bruce beaſt 2 7 rather ' A ſenceleſſt 
Koche 7 1 


ch, Wel 


with ſo great wiſdome and power as is neceſ- 
farely required to the making and 
— Capt be 

1 oh 

accounted God. 1 — 
' Godhead is plaine, as plane need be, to any 
| I — 2 

wor more affect | 
| ———— ing ſo miraculous: 
ceuen as we ſee, that men do more gaze on and 
admire a ſtately houſe, which they neuer ſaw 
before, and think that there is more cunning 
workemanſhip and brauery in it, then in ta 
frame of the whole world, which is continu · 
- ally in their eyes. And therſore, you muſt lay 
before the ey es of your Atheiſts, the ſtrange 
& miraculous things, lich haue bin done in 
all ages of the world ( more or leſſe) contrary 
to the courſe of nature: and if hee reiect all 
ſtories, both diuine and yet God 
doth neuer lcaue himlelfe without forne of 
ef theſe extraordinary witneſles.Not that he 
. doch now ſend his Angel viſibly to good mb = 
wich bleſliogs, for they 3 ing his _ 
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no extraoulinaric proofes, but for that 
he ſufferech Satan to ſhew himſelf tothe wics 
ked and vnbeleeuers, not only in ſtrange il- f 
luſions, but alſo by fearful plagues & puniſh- 0 
ments the which I warrant youhee will con- 
feſſe to come, not by the ordinarie courſe of ö 
his goddeſſe nature, but from ſome ſuper- G 
naturall power, whereof we haue of late had . 
euident examples, to the aſtoniſhment of all he 
men.Andif our —_— — not — his : 
owne eyes, beholding the ſtrange iu ets 
of God in others. be will 2 2 oe the 
owne ſences the lye, then acknowledge the 
truth of the Godhead, let him but by ſome 
injurious deed, or cõtumelious word, prouoke 
ſome witch of Endor, that hath the temporary 
wer ouer ſome ſpirit, vpon condition, that 
ke ſhall haue eternall power ouer her, and it 
is like inough(he being voyd of all faith and 
ſence of God, & ſo out of his protection) that 
he ſhall feele to his coſt, and confeſſe to his 
ſhame, that there is a power ouer and beſide 
the ordinary courſe of nature. Sent. Indeed 
theſe Atheiſts that denie God, do alſo denie 
that there is eyther diuel or Angel, & I think 
will confeſſe them all aſſoone as any one. 
Sch. Andthey that will not bee taught by 
God, muft,will they, nill they, learne of the 
diuel, who in my mind, is the fitteſt ſchoole- 
maiſter for ſuch ſchollers 
N 5 CHAP, mT 
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Ou haue ſo fully 
reſolued me, and 
ſetled my minde 
in this poynt, that 
E ; Leruſt neuer here 
A after to bee trou= 
2 Al bled with. the ob- 
| = 5 ie ctions which A- 
thiſts make 1 the diuine eſſence: eſpe - 
cially, if that Imight by any meanes, haue the, 
nature of God declared and deſcrihed as it is 
ee che ba is thecauſe,why inen are ſo 
cally brought ta doubt pf the being and ex- 
iſtence of God becauſe they cannot conceiug, 
or comprehend the manner or forme of his. 
| haue any true notion of it ſetled 
nd ficed in their mindes: whereby it com- 
meth to 1 5 4 the imagination of mã ca- 
fling god in a thousad moules, &turning him 
er Proteus is fair 
to haue, neuer reſting contẽted withany,, 


Ju never finding any garment that will (ix, 


doſe an his backe, or any forme agreeing 
iy 2 2 to 
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to the infinitneſſe & ſubtilitie of his eſſence,» _ 

reiceth all;and withall, even the diuine na- 

ture it ſelſe : ſuppoſing it not ar all to exiſt, 

| Whichthey cannot ſuppoſe how it doth exiſt, 
And therefore, if I may entreate you to take 


the like paines in ſhewing the manner and 
forme of Gods eſſence, which you haue done 
in proouing the truth and certaintie of his e 
Mence , you ſhall make me much beholden 
and indehted to vou. 
Sab. Indeed it is impoſtible , as for you 
to keepe that, which you neuer had, ſo for 
me , either to declare that to you in words, 
which I my ſelfe did neuer conceiue in 
minde , or to comprehend that within the 
compalle of my narrow and ſhallow braine, 


* 


which is in nature infinit and incomprehen- 
fible : for ſo we are tothinke of God, chat his 
nature and eſſence bei infini 


being euery way infinir, 
cannot pokiibly be corprotenied by any fi. 
nite creature: no not by the heanenly An-' 
gels themſe lues, whoſe nature bei Abele 
and ſpiritual, doth eaſily pierce into the depth 
of knowledge: how leſſe then by men, 
who iu compariſon of Angels, are but doles 
and dul - pates, groueling here on earch in the 
mudde and myre of error and groſſe igno- 
rance : vnable by any art or induſtrie ; 10 
finde out the true nature, forme and —_ 
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3 creatures, — 

Fhe or Gnat . how much leſſe then of he 

— 7oy er ey 
ſooteſtoole is the earth. But 

what need 1 


alledge the of com- 
fully in out ſinit mindes and me- 
inſinit eſſence of God, it bees 
een e to commence or begin 
by receimng intd our imagi· 
nations or fancies, any — 
Things ſubiect to ſenſe, are conceited in the 
minde, by a reſemblance or ſinilitude of 
them, which the ſenſe doth draw from the 
themſelues, But as for things not ſub- 
iect to ſenſe (of the which nature; all men 
confelle God to be) how ſhall they conuey 
and ſend to the imagination their picture 
ind reſemblance # ſurely they cannot doo it 
themſelues, hut muſt ſubſtitute in their 
toomes. that ſealibleching 71 which we 
asifa 
mam chat is far abſent, hould wil the Painter 
todraw his pic ture and counterfar,by behol - 
ge of his ſonne or brothet, bemnng 
not much vnlike vnto him. Bus what crea- 
ture ſhall fir in Gods chayre af eſtateand vo- 
5 Non our eee and 
mindest 
Whercunto ſhall wee compare or kken 
D 3 Sad 
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and haſtie in 
= [the ee the diuine oh 
Teiefaficent ft for vs, — — 
imothe wy leand Church of God , and 
e z mercie and gradnelle, 
—— ike 
themeof eee — —— of 
Logd, 1. S. G. 19. orto enter into th 
2 ho dare e ſet eyzher ſoot 
into chat place, which the. Lord bach 
— — r bis 
— wr thereto behold, — 
to outface — IN 


— 
— 


rierte 


tbe 


| — nw 
* — — couer 

4heir facos leaſt that they ſeeing, it, ſould he 
confounded, as onerwhelmed withthe great 
elle {And therfore for — — 
tet I muſt deſire you to hold me excuſed, if J 
do not tale vpon me to declare vnto you the 
eſſenceof God, the knowledge whereof Lam 
ſure it is ble to attaine, and I dauht 
whether it be l wſull to attempt. Cem. — 
put me into a ſbaunge mae and 

ide pen r beleeue; 

12.5 1 


and 
4. 
5 
£6. 
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and(as I haue heard) all di 

ture and( as diuines 

ö euen Plato an hæathẽ P 

aſſent, but euen Pluo an h . 
— bol IRA 

Ty the inſmitneſſe of the narure of God 


| pon mes of God, by ed wig! 


the nature oſthe creature, | 
neuer ſo great inequalitie herwixe them. 
Yea the infiniteneſſe of Gods nature , 'in 
moſt — , when it ns 
ro à finite meane creature , | 


8 5 
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ch The whole bodie and 

the fun and moone may bee bo. 
helde in a nttle diſhfull of water, and why 
not Godin hiscreatures, eſpecially in thoſe 


onely;; The =" ts i —_ | 
and the Arke vnconered, ſo that we may be 
—— the vaile of the Tem- 
ple is rent a ſunder, yea quite broken downe, 
and therefore wee need not any longer ſtand 
aloofe but may wih confidence enter into 
the holy place, & 


2 
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vs, the greater they ſeeme, and the leſſe th 

— — 

more familiarly that are acquaint the 

— Whnres SILITY: but it is not 

— — ISS 
eis nearer 

0 M, the more be amazeth & aſtonieth with 


his ſurpaſsing glorie and maieſtie : ſo that he 
may not — compared to the cloude, 
which the Prophet Elias, or rather God him 
ſelfe raiſed out ofthe ſea, I. King. 18.14. 
which a farre off ſeemed no bi 
palme of a mans hand, bur it came 
neare, it couered the — 
J eonfeſſe indeed, that the eſſence of God 
eannot be fully by any — 
t beames of his glorie, : wee 
wi the bin beane of hw ors, we 
eyes tobe dazcled, and out ſight dimimed by 
onthe bright 
the word of God is-plaine, Exvd. 3 3.0 
where God faith to Moſes, My faces ihat is 
my full glorie and maieſtie, no man can ſes 
and liue, but as for my hinder partes, eat is, 
Tm _ or ſhadow obey ar | 
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1 THE-NATVRE OR GOD. gg | 
wh $ holy man of God had, of ſeein 
yea after that God had many waies teucaled 
himſelfe more fully do. MAoſir, then ener hee 
had done, or did ſince to any am luing, 
ſhould bee condemned as raſn and preſump- 
euous; which rather is to be commended and 
imiraced of vs, by hauing a 


ſee God but darlely in patt, and ab it were his 
image in a glaſſe, is we ſhallſee him ace to 
face, 1. Cr I37thatis; inforre more ample 
manner them no oe doo, altbougli not fo 
tally and awply as het in indeede, vnto the 
uch abſolute perfection of the knowledge 
of Gods eſſence; I 400 oaſily graunt you, 
that neither the Saints nor the Angels in 
'heauen can poibly attaine. And therefore, 
ſeeing that my requeſt is no other, thom both 
-I may weland{awfiully make, and yon eaſilyʒ 
rforme, I pray you doo not ſhift mee 
With his excuſd,>which4 am perſwa- 
ded you made, thinking as it is indeed, 
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asthe proverbis, — i The moon's made of green 


—— hitherto ſe eloſely lurked: 
— 
firſt : you: 
— — — —„—-— 


d, that yon h are fo cu in 


crauing⸗ could if you liſt bee as bountifull in 
Suing: but ſecing the bargaine is made 
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no not by the Angels i | 
it may in ſome ſort be knowne even by men 
here on earth. For even as when a erauellet 
deſirou to ſee ſtraunge countries aid faſhi- 
ons, arriueth in fome coaſt tone of any for- 
aine leingdome, hee may euen there gather 


ſome comectures, and get ſome knowledge 
—— er of that 


—_—_—_ — ſeruing either for the 
xitic and vſe of warre, or the | 
peacr, then he ſaith thus vnto — 
ly now Iſee and knowe the very ſtate and 
power of this Prince, as well as I doo that 
man, whole face I dog fully and ſtedfaſtly. 
n | bchold : and yet all this while, he neither is, 
© nor can bee admittedtoſeerhe very perſon 
© } ofthe Prince. Euen ſo it fareth wih vs in 
reſpeRt of yod: for here on earth as ix were in 
Dan or Berſbeba, or ſome other border town 
of the land of Promiſe thi happic kingdome 
of ( hanaan, wee haue a glimmering of che 
king, But when wee come to the heauenly 
leraſalem, the Cittie of the great king, there 
ve ſeesa thouſand times more then we did be 

Le, and yet all that we ſee is but the riches, 
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— — — e 
—— — 
ſhite vp in his priuie chamber, or cloſer; inte 
the which none may or can enter, for non 1 
but god knoweth God, i. Tim. G. 16. the ki 
of leings, who onely hath immortalitie and 
dwellethin light, that none can haue acceſſe the 


vnto, whom neuer man ſaw, neither can ſee: 8 
ont 
ofc; 

„ — byitand | 4th 

cor in al his iĩmaginations, yea thogh || 1911 

hee wereindued with the wit of all the men | burt 


and Angels in che world: yerI confeſſe, that che n 
as you ſay, we may ſafely wade and fwimme t, 
in rhe ſhallowe brinlce of this great. Ocean: 3 
hauing the one hand on the ſhore or bankej 
as a ſure anchor to hold vs faſt; that wee bee Þ| 
oy gran — — — 

curioſitie: 
————Ä— come 
minds vp and don in a ſober and modeſt Idea « 
canrewplaonofit, = [4% 
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and , 

= Er e let looſe i into this Jenps 
1 

| not in any | 
"a the knowledge of it, yet truſting in 4 
ſees G that we ſhall not looſe our labout, and 3 
mid 

— 

,and 
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fiſhall night without catching anything, (as 
on the o — — 5 


ofcatching al the fiſh in the ſea) but ren | 
returne to land with our veſſels not emptie, 
although not ſo full lade, that they be readie 
doch | * ſinke, by reaſon of the beauineſle of their 
| burthen. The knowledge (therefore); of — 
char dhe natures of is attained two 
cue wit, by ſenſe, and by imagination 
3 1 the qualities of things . 
y the which the minde is led to thenature 
bes ind ſuhſtance of the But as ſot thoſe 
tens | things which are not ſenſible, wee mult 
ad the pole & imagine the to be thus & chus, an 
e our ¶ coine in our r minds, a forme and phantaſtical F 
deft idea of them, reſembling them to ſome- "NF 
ching, which wee haue ſometime a | 
ed by ſence, and eſpecially to that which 
is likeſt , and commeth neareſt mo 


chem. 
1 RES 


3 7 REATISE. OF. 1 
7 Thawothe Ech ER 2 
knowing of the nature of any y ſenile : 
thing, theſe three things belong & muſt con · 
Firſt, the obſeruation © the effects or 
. proceeding fromit, the which | 
ſenſible. will giue vs ſome light to know the! 
nature of the thing it ſelſe, from the which? 
they did proceed, as we ſee the nature of i} 
father toappeare inthe ſonne, of the roote in 
the ſruite, and of the ſountaine in cheſtream 
ſuing from it. Setondly, when f 
and whatſocuer other meanes we have, « 
haue gotten ſomeknowledge of the nat 
of it, and to whar kinde ofthing it is to b 
referred, we mult then as it were, comming 


neargr to the purpoſe, and bri rh 
— 
to chat thing, the which of all other thin 
the world commeth neareſt, and is liceſt 
wol. Tet wee haue not attained to fat u 
2 — thing it 2 
onely a patterne or example, a likeneſſ 
ort af it: gra oy in th 
unplcor pans, the inch this e: 
patterne, that which is wanting 
it in all reſpects to the idea and © 
we firſt had ofthe natureof th 


oe For example, a man hearing m 
Neck oft Angels, wold gladly know,wha 
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is not in the creatures, ej: 
ther as tler matter, or as cheit forme, bu em 
enely is to them the efficient”! Jer Bene 
Abe creatures make Gods inuifible tis . u 


Fore the creation; be 2 
| Creator of heauen 8 bawde 
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the — creatures cannot 


eee ec 
which wee kn ]¹jẽỹ, 
ſelfe in the riß tung 


| yet it is 
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— — the Apoſtle Faul — he 
— humane, , prooning a- 
gyinſt the Atbenians: that God is 
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inthe-beginning, | 
G54 hanse by the name of great lights. 
. man will — a —_— 
le + ishetter then a raw lay, 
or a handfullofcarththatarreeis more 
— then aſtone; that a ling beaſt excel- 
leth a tree, that a reaſonahle man is better che 
abrute beaſt. an Angell then a man, and am 
Archangell chen one of lower degree: und 
r — in- 
che creation of is not to be 
among the brutiſi 
— And ſo = whole 
ſcripture, weſce that God is content to cala 
a place among his reaſonable creatures, tos 
accounted to be oftheir nature and lind. a 
hath-beenethewed out of fl. 17, ac. all 
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— = end in that reſpect, 
2 vines and children, yea to 


himſelf, in the forme and 
— one, & ſamtimes of þ 


they have mam properties ofthe 
— — For man 
is mortal] and corruptible, but both the An- 
els and God are immortall andi 
le: her conſiſteth ofa medley y of 
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taken, and wiſely vaderſtood, leaſt that in 

ern wee gather out of it a 
e in ttueth, God is 


a ſpirit, an the which two 
bra pi, geen 10 945 euere 
ſame Ggnification and eompaſſe 
foule or a bocie: vhs then may a 
fignification of „ N e 
are not poſitiuey but priuatiue they _ 
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full, a conceiteof itin the minde, gathe 
by the effects of ar: ſecondly a reall example 
or pattetne, in that conceit doth exiſt, 
rencebetwixr rhe conceite & the example 
the one being in Aſtratto, the other in con- 


3 — in the imagina- 


tion of the minde, the other in ſome creatura 
and reall ſubie ct. The two firſt wee haue al 
which haue t 


uch ys the nature of Godin 
generall, the other we haue found in the an- 
gels, who are a linely reſemblance ofthe ſad 


angelicallf nature, yer wee are not at out 
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wo ryan: daintie ati daun of 
Sehen nature; ta vs ea. 
eee eee althogh 
— See beene ſaid, hat it is ber 
ter to haux our appetite wherred and fha 
ned, by the hardneſſe and ampoſsibihtie of 
attaining it chen our ſtomackes cloyed with 
the full frrütibn ofit: neither art we to 
that God dothrenuie and grudge vs ſo great 
a good, and fo ſweete a pleaſure, or that in 
pol licie hee keepeth himſelfe cloſe, not da. 
ring to ſheõ himſelſe for feare-ofbcingeens 
ſured or concerned by vt: Bur this commetl 
of the ſhallowneſſe of our brames, and the 
the weakneſſe of out capacitie , the which 
making it impoſsible ſor vs to conceiue ii 
malteth ir rt Nr e God 70 reneale 
it. 1 
Gene, I was in good h — dende 
the next word, the very eſſential forme 
of God declared, and indeed that had been 
woorth the hearing: bui no perceiue you 
will reſerue that for another tima, or rather 
ue it ouer for auer: he uitryou deale wile 
in my minde; for what follie were it fora 
man to beate lis brainesin p that, 
which it were more then mia once to 
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the forme, the — — — 8 3 
. they are in the 2 ; 
wiedge, wiſedome, might and 


— yet —— not alike in bork: 
ſor in the Angels they are, great 
and perſett. yet finit but in god they are ab- 
ſolute and i So then, if we adde this 
difference of infinitneſle to the Angelicall 
nature, there will come fortha diuine nature, 
which may not vnfitly be deſcribed an 
CA TOs We es nn. 
defined aninfinn A — 

be ſaid to be a ſpiritual man. For as 
exccellencie doth diſtinguiſh the 

nature from the humane (for al — 
bee both ofone linde, to wit reaſonable, in- 
— ey png ge, wiſedome,, and 
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fure: the one hath much, — all. 

din And thus by gathering the nature of God 
both: out of his workes and word, by finding out a 
great patterne ofit in the Angelicall nature, and 
e ab» laſtly, by adding vnto chis angelicall nature 

that wherein it commeth ſhore of God; 
we haue in ſome ſort made vp the diuine na- 
ture, or rather ind euoured to do that, which 
it is impoliible to performe: for in this caſe, 
the le 
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Go.) I Thanks you Sehe paines which 
you — in 1 this 
nt of religion, 
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chat. as het that goeth vppe — — 
ee e the world, 
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then hee that lieth in n 
lis ſigli hindered by trees; Hils, cloudes, 
other impediments: ſohe that hath his c 
tations fixed on the celeſtiall Angels, 
kicheſt and excellenteſt ofall creatures, may 
zn them behold the diuine nature more clear- 
ly,then he that looketh onely vpon man,and 
othet earthly creatures, in whom, although 
there bee forme reſemblance of God, Far. 
groſſeneſſe, corruption, and mortalitie of 
their bodies, beeing betweene our frght and 
the image of Godin them, - doth hinder vs 
from the cleare and plainebebolding of it. 
Yet for ſo much as fewe can climevptothe 
toppe ofthis high hil, for charfewe off vs that 
are vnlearned are ſo well acquainted with 
the angelicall nature, as to haus any certaine 
idea or notion of it ſetled in our mindes, I 
doubt that his demonſtration of the: diuine 
nature by the angelicall, which indeed, and 
to thoſe that are learned, is the moſt fir and 
direct that can be imagined, will to vs (who 
forthe moſt part either doubt whether there 
bee any dach hing r an Angelinthe world, 
or if we beleeue the ſcripture;telling vs that 
there are ſuch ſpiritual creaturùs, yet we know 


no further of them, chẽ as we haue ſoem them 
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med ofthe ſpirit of God. 3 
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ri ſur that it will be as hard ſot Gp 

2 whit Od: 
meethinkes Ich ih. char rhe 
divine niturecould be declaed and fhudinve 
edoutwritdivs;by ſome other narute; better 
nom & more familiar vnta · vi. Sh It wee 
= tous as that which mi ht be an oceaſiꝭ 
xbtatrievnto vs, weake ſo great liber 
— — God; as to rea 
1 vilible eitker were 
rteabid to the nature of od, whoitins 
utter dv Nτe now, that of all boddy creat 
tures, tiere is none by natuie inviſible, Taye 
onely the ayre; And ſurely if we muſt needs 
in * vulgar e or her 

d want of vn g 

familiar aid eafie exariiple & reſemblanes oi 
che die nature, in miſeminck there is uo 88 
lementariectearure ſo ſit for this 10 
this,whichwee haue light on. F 45 0 
niandoubreth bur thar tus ele mentof p byfy 
dotirtrul dc ſubſtantially exiſt; althougli i 

cannot poiubly be ſeene no ore are w 
—— dotł moſt — 12 
blybe VIII 1 8 
Thus doth Qhriſt fo 35 tun 


ofthewinde, teach this? eng 


"be ond ofie; — wot whence i * con. 
meth, nor whither it enen /o it one 
thei * pi, ot ſo ſecret is th —— 
on mem. And 
iris thelaferan the better 

pony whenſoenter wethinke of God. 
therforemuſtofnecefiitie coin in our — 
ſd ie idea ot forme of him, to reſemble him 
cothisinuiſiblebode, then toi any beaſt or 
wan, to the ſunne, moone; ſtarres, orany o- 
ther viſible creature; Againe; this element 
doth, (the which neither Angell, man, b caſt, 
Horany other creature can) verynotably — 

peſent vnto vs the vbiquitie of God 
Never here, in euery open ot bebe 
corner, in the tone, in the ficſds: and in the 
wideſt deſerti in che bowels of the earth, and 
ia the pore = oo _ & without 
vf, yea ioſeparably cloſing and compaſxing v 
shout. So that if we Jookn t ſtretch this 5 
ment vp to the heauens,ſuppoſingthetnro be 
made of this matter, (as ſure the matter of th 

un not much vnlilee, noicher can we more 
bens hangs it oo any ttung hen to apure 
mekindof ayre) & ſo in 

— the higheſt heauens — — 
there he there neither e 
we . & plainly conceiue af the vbi- 
of god. ApoimofdoGcinevery noob n 


—— — 
one certaine p and —— 
heauer as it were a Bee in a Box, for that the 
Scripture dothoſten aſsigne vnto him that 
place mot meating that he in eſſence is there, 
—— world, but that there 
his glone and maieſtie do mote clearly ſhine 
From this ſoula error, another ſarre woorſe 
doth ſpring. for hy this meanes they exclude 
both God and his prouidence out of the 
world, & caſt aff eee 
whom they thinke to be far abſent, & by the 
wals, doores, and windowes of their cloſets 


 andchbambgrs; kept from ſecingaor 


their doings +whereazon the other ſide „ if 
they were perſwaded of his vbiquitie & prey 
ſence in all places, that he doth immediately 
compaſſe ihem about, as doth the aire, & ſit - 
teth as cloſely ta them, as their ſhis doo to 
their baclces : yea that he hath place euen in 
their minds and hearts, as cerxainly as they do 
continually draw the ayre into tlleir brains, 
and bodiet, is could not bee bu: that they. 
ſhould cantinually ſtand in awe ofhim. 

Soc thegailxolet paſſe wichour apy in- 
larging ) di etz ther reſpects, in the which 
. een ee ae dee lee 
MAD Fit; 4 vnto 
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is moſt ſubeile pearcing into enery place, | ayr 
bat] jour” Fe 99 1 
gowelt cramiie or chinke-:irhar it is the be- c 


maiag of things, if we thinke as ſome Phi- 
Farben hanedone that it in the firſt mat · ¶ it is 
ter whereof beim thickned and compacted. | we: 
togither, the water and orher things were, ſaid 
made : that eis the preſetuer of our life, for W001 
chat without'n we cãnot continue any ſpace, ort 
bur do preſentiy periſſi: ſo that we may truly the 
ay ofar;2as the Apoltle faith of the divine I gro 
nature, Act. 157 28:In icyeliugwemooury cre; 
and haus out᷑ boring · But to let theſe things ¶ pet 
paſſe thus briefly) if wee ſuppoſo a th ouſand a re 
r — wan 
niſhed, with this pri marie. F + ima 
nile, pearching — eonlible; (ot | 
6f it ſelfeʒ notaſſected or diſtempered by any | gro 
aceidentall quaktie, it is neither ſecne, he ples 
talto6d,ſimnele;norfelt)thismighticlarge,& vo. to ⸗ 
nijuctſal-creature; we ſlialſ haue a pretie pats! ¶ his] 
terne and reſemblance of the iaſhitneſſe, v. fom 
biquitie, inuiſibilitie, pure ſimplicitie, and } are: 


earcing ſub ti ltie of. the diu no nature: for as; | beft 
Ihaue. often told you, we doo not make an me: 


com. 


word ot in-imaginationz/gither to — 
or to the ayre, wee muſt remember to adde 
the difference, for othetwyiſe wee commit 
groſſe and hainous idolatrie:· For there isn 
— world; whichthowfoeuct #bs 
perfect in theo nature yet if ir be vicd as 
a reſemblance of 2 III — 
in many reſpects. Man isi 
— ry et he. it $00 little and walt 
oflthicthaire of eſtate;! yea indeede too 
groſſe for that purpoſe, FT ſocuer it hath 
— earn 
to {LE 
his Prophets, in che hleneſſe ofa man i fot 
ſome reſpett and {ignifieation. The Angels 


are-norbrley weake, and groſſe as mani 


before we can male chem a fir type of Goc 


1 neben. beyond their ou ne 


Þ: 5²˙ compaſley 


— As- 


— internall beginning of mori. 


un : howſocuer it moue as nimbly as ifit had 
a thouſand hues: annd therefore to make ita 


lang to God. And ſo we may for che weake 
capacitie of the vnlearned, deſcribe God, ſup- 
poſing him to ber 2 reaſonable element of 
Are , as befotero the vnderſtanding of the 
IDE 
to make vp patterne 

and picture of God „ we are conltrained ta 
imitate Apr/les' that famous Painter , wh 
wal about and enterpriſing by the curinſi- 
his art and cunning, to counterfaite yea 

aſſe the perfection aſ naturall bewtie, 

— not inſiſt in an one but out 
of diverſe perſans, made choiſe of that, wich 
in each one of them ſcemed molt execelleney 
takiug from one the complection and colou 
al the eye and hate, from an other the forms 
and ſtraigheneſſe of the noſe : from the thiri 


the breadth. and largeneſſe ofthe foreboad; 


ac ſo fort h. in all the other = ts ofthe vilage,. 


bank at length, wich much ado, he got tog 
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cher into one face orc e 

and — — 
ve ere not to thinke that am/ ons creature i 
able to affobrd ſufficient matter whereof to 
make this irifinite Image, chatdet fill both - 
heauen and earth, orthat the ſhopof — — 

not I ture (how-excellent ſo euer) Hart- 

realon ¶ varie tie of colours, wherewithto fer ir forth, 

t que: ¶ zs the erase d. equire: idis well, if 

ly be» | chat all t — — — 

weake —— 

d, ſup.¶ do make but 2225 r le — — 

ent of Grat. Indeed, I mult needs confeſſe, tliat you 

ofthe ¶ haue now fitted me a permeywotth, & ſerued 

* An- ¶ me in my kiude: mid as — truly call 

cterns yet either learned or aleogithe vnlear- 

ned to ned for Ewent long to the Grammer ſchoole 

⁰ and I was a yeareor two at the Vriuerfitie, 

urioſi·¶ before I went to the Innes of Cburt) but ra- 

de va ther a mungroll betwixt both ſb no ma 

ute, | chuſe,ofwhether ſide andſect I wil be: and 

ut out worſfup, eicher the ayre vrnh i the common 

which people, ox vrith the learned your aſſpiring Lu- 

llene: ¶ cifer, climbing vp to the tfrvnę of god. Yet 

colout by your patiẽce, as touching your ayeric as 22. Sg 
forms | alchough I confeſſe chat element to bee bt — EN 
third ¶ then any other of theſe elementatie bodiesy dae 


bead, 1 thinks; i̊ the element vil the fire wold 
ilage, ſerued your turne bettar: con ſidering 
togh 


. it is both far larger, as beeinghigher, Fe 
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er), torelembie Gol 
ting for bo theo 
— e and ſenſible, yer the 
— — 1 
: dh iere, we ſer to beimaiſible; 

5 The ſame reaſon that would norſub 
— you to ſeſt contented in the fimilicude of 

the Angels, bacauſe as you ſay truly, their na- 
eure is greatly doubted ofamang the ignoram 
* ». Andina manner vnlenlowne to the 

awiſeſtand therefore, it being darke and obs 

ue in it elfe in not fie to giue light to any 

ether thing: ſd I ſay of your fiene element, 

that although the Piuloſophers prooue by 
5 
yer thiche is ex. 

ſting e fon that vtherwiſe chere caůot beg 

that perfect quatetnitie and oo lency 

Of primarie qualities, which is 

< mixyreoftheſernferiour bodies: yet for as 

muchas it is motſo certain, but thatſotne whis 
thought theniſelues to be Philoſaphers, haue 
doubtedot, ons _ ug gan” WE 
AE ak e E 
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tion of the nature of Towellby this. 
ynknowne and —— es 
with —— the aire, — 

with a daily cotnpanion and — 
not be kept oa 
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Te 
me to en me a: as 
; Ibroaght: yet ſeeing k haue — 
picke aquarrell with ——— 
finifions of the diuine nature ſo litle learning 
as I haue, I doubt not but that I could finda, 
fault in them, that you ſhould not wipe away 
ſo eaſiſas you haue K 
be ſo hold with you 4241 

Sch. I will beſo far hoon thinkiegic bold 
neſſen chat I ſhall chinke my ſelfe much be- 
holdem te yum for ſo doing. yea 13 
tuch both I may N my 


miſtery 
ol matters : and therefore, I can bee well 
— 0 bes admomiſhed , where Igo 
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— you plainly net 


that — h theſe definitions which yon 
ue in them ſome ſubſtance of 
— ſome plauſible ſhewe of 
2 I milo deneger te 
Art in the world in them, and for 
that cauſe are not onely not curious, but e 
nen coufuſed and obſcure, and want that e- 
ure eee eee, 
wholly to affect 
Thaue heard and tead many diſcomlcs of 
this matrer, yet neuer knew l take ſuch 
a courſe, as to define one thing y another; 
Aenne 
of diuers natures, as you do in defining g 
to hee aninfinit Angel, or a reaſonabſe are: 
E you make a walter ot lim s it were 


Aan — 
2 


— — 
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diuine naturedorh 


uen, but by a mathematicall d ion, 
ſetting ſeuen leauen horſe ldaues one vppon 
another: ſo you heap vp divers particulars in 
ſiead of one generall. It had berne a bettet 
courſe ,if according to the olde and ordina- - 
re matnerathands os ens, in the 
you had ſought out the generall 
bers (which you in the Schooles 
call the Cenus in definition) ta the which the 
; og & is to bereſerred, 
& thẽ to haue addedeither the form, 
or (if that could not be found,as Ithink thay 
in this caſe it cannot) ſom formal ie, 
8 were with the finger at the vn 
nowne forme. As in this:cxample, you 
haue found out of Act. 17. 29. the Genn or 
kind of God, to wit, that hee is ofthe ſame 
kinde and nature that man in, in reſpett not 
of his hodie, bur of his ſoule: and indeede ſo 
hee is x Godisofa reaſonable nature, for 
hee hathknowledge, wiſedome, and wills 
the which cannot haue place but in a reaſo+ 
able nature. eee 44,30 
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— >; ram Lice not as yet ( and ſo you 
define God infmit reaſon,orthe mſinirreaſos 
ble nature. But I pray you 
ring it, and . — . — 
opinion 

Va, —— eaſie for a e 

himſelfe, as it is to finde fault wich an 

5 ait may 8 
— and you bec 

8 

ſhauld conſiſt of one generall no- 

icularinſtances; yea l 

s much my ſelfe, for n 


— blame your ſelſe, who were 
the :yea I did meane — 
at length, che proper and trus definition vc 
ofall metaphoricall —— a8 
that God is as you ſay, infinir toaſon , or x4 
ther aninfinitvader{}andinggthewhichis the 
fitceſt definition of him, that I camniow thank 
of. Let ſurely for my owne a 
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Armen, 
of che nature F God, bot᷑ that I ſhouldbee 
glad in learning lx, to haue the helpe of a type 
dr p example to ditect me. Bur in 
dat thing you db me manifeſt wrong, in that 
you Gy;thet Ie a monſter of the diuine 
nature ding it of the Angelical, hu- 
mane, and elementatie natures. I dare wars 
tant you, that the differẽce which was brother, 
to wit. inſiriteneſſe being pur to. the definiti- 
ons, or es the aforeſaid natures; will fo purge 
them, chat thete ſliall not be bhedfamme of 
the droſſe of any creared nature leſt in them. 
Tes, try it wen you will, and you ſhall finde 
it to bee the fight Philoſophers ſtone, which 
turneth all mettatſes into golde, and thas ont 
dramme of it being put, not uonely to an Au- 
ell or to a whole eſement, hu euen to the 
flye in ti world, or the leaſt mote In the 
nw , is of pre to make it try and very 
Habt ta emule entis 


god. 
For firſt it maleeth t to bee the prirnary ani 
genemtzö vo the end of: curious gncbmatff 
then ir vas contaitied irithat cher, and then 
1 wal finite; for the thing! containing, u the 
e 


< 


Iii 


. 


111 


125 ä E As 18. 
n N 7 T 8 71 3:4 et VAR * en © wie een 4 
i gn Lo i Ib > 212 39 tt * 4 * * * | 1 
| Res 7 > * - 4 4 ns 0 - ba 
, } : 0 © _ 94 4 * 
2 7 wo | 
% 7 > 1 1 1 5 ö 8 | 
* 
* 
i 
* 


peek * nth |. * 
* — . 


—— 4” Ra gs «bn : 8 * N 
. * * at NE * Wh 1-0 * * 3 * W 
N at « . 2 
. . , 8 8 * ü i g 
” " 2 
. 82 A 0 8 f 
* „ * b = L b L 
. — YE. * 


11 2 
EEO Pe - N 
5 4 py 855 6.18 n WP as,” 


| reaſonable natures as ſomecreatnresare, yet 


Secondly,this infinitneſſe makerbit to be hut 
one, becauſe there cannot be two inſinits: for 
wher there are two, there is diuiſion of Þ one 
frõ the other: & where there is diuiſion, there 
is the end of the one, and the beginning ofan 
other, and ſo no infinit. T hird ——— 
maketh the ſubic to be immat eriall, and in: 
corporeall, for no matter or bodie can be in» 
finit, fora bodie is of neceſsitie contained 
and cirtumſcribed by wks ifit be con» 
cained, then it is not infinit: whereof it fol- 
loweth, that the infinit thing being without 
matter, is alſo without paſsion, for /olamate> 
ria patitur: and ſo it becommeth alſo immu- 
table, for there can be no change without 
paſzjon. Fourthly, infinitneſſe maketh 8 
thing ro bee immooucable, for whatſoeuer 
mooueth, hath rer mino quo t ad quem, that 
is, it mooueth hither and thither, but in inn 
te ron ſunt termini, And laſtly, the infinite 
thing is ſimple, voyde of all manner of com- 
ition : for in compoſition there is diuiſion 
and qualitie, and ſo by conſequent, there arg 
limits: And thus we are tothinke of the di 
wine mature, that although it be of the kind 


in that it onely is infinit, it is ſufficiently 4 
ſtinguiſned from them all: and is made firſt 
primarie or authenticall, without cauſe ot be 
ginning, hut cxiſting abſolutely in himlelley 
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eb nnd of himſelfe · Nea as he is himſelfe wichour = 
cauſe;or beginning , ſo hee is to all the other 
things, the cauſe and beginning: hee is the 
roote and fountaine , from _ which all na · 
tures and being, do ſpring an com- 
ming from him yet not diminiſhing him, ha- 
uing all their eſſence, but no part of his eſ- 
ſence from him. For this alſo is a ptoper ef- 
ſect of the infinite, to be the origmall of all 
things, the wluch if they came from any fi- 
nite thing, they ſhould at length draw it drie, 
and ſo the nature or becing of all the thing: 
in the world ſhould periſh, or becing prefers 
ved by mucuallcranſmucation, yet they want 
an omnipotent agent to begin them. For(by 
the confeſsion of all mer) the firſt creation of 
the world, requireth a power not limü- 
ted, but infinit, for that it is impoſsible to ati 
firtite power, to create that is, o make omen 
thingof nothing: &ifthe power be inſinit, the 
fubie wherein it is, muſt be of the ſame na« 
ture Again, God i one and but one, becauſe 
he is God to wit, that infint nature, which is 
ſufficient of it ſelſf, to occupie, & fill ren thou- 
ſand wordls: neither can abide to be iuſtled 
by a pewfellow, but muſt ſit and raigne alone: 
this — of doctrine the whole world, euem 
| the lewes and Turkes do hold,abhorring all 
band or ſhewofany pluralitie of Gods. 
LETT Nn 4 G 2 Agüne, 
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Again, God isimmaterialland | 
notexiſtingaswedoin carthly and corrup- 
tible bodies, or as the Angels doo in ſome Bk 
more: pure; - ſolide and: firme ſubiedts 
which may in fome ſenſe bee called bodies, 2 
or in the moſt ſubtile and pure matter that 
can be imagined , but as a pure actuall and || nt 
ſubſtantiall forme, ſubſiſting of it ſelfe. And ie 

bue 
lute 
Ait 
ſted 


therefore we are (interpreung euery doubt 
full thing, in the beſt ſcoſe) to thinke. that 
Tertullian giuing a body not onely to the 
Angels but euen to God himſelfe, ment him 
to be not a phantaſticall imagination, or an | 
accidentall qualitie of ſome other thing, bun  ©* 
acrue real, ſubſtantiall, and eſſentiall nature, F 
lubſiſting as truly and really as doth a body him 
which we ſee and tecle. Otherwiſc, by giumy 
Goda body we take from him his infiries u 7 
neſſe & ſohisdinine nature, making him lo- thro 
call, mutable and mooueable; The whichare om 
1 in no caſe to bee admitted : for God is not I il 
2 contained in any place, but contameth in or; 
2 himſelfeal places, bodies and natures whar - er! 
ſoener, 1; Ng. 8. 27. How ſhall God divelt I with 
in this houſe, when as the heauen of heavens 
? cannot containe and comprehend him? Nei· | 
” * rtherishefubieftcommation;paſiion oralees || ff 
: ration, as burke — by _ 
were mat 9 IS 5 | 
yeſterday, 


n 


yeſtorday, now und ſor euer. 


THE NATPRE Of co. bf 
Laſtly, we are not to admit motion inthe 
diuine nature, for that in motiòn, there is a 
8 , or ſome degtee of per · 


ion, which is not yet in act, nor attained 
vnto, and ſo there would be imperfection in 


God but the diuine nature is not in any mo- 


ung poſſibilitie tending to any other Rare; 
but is euer in complete act and in abſo« 
late perfection, and reſteth and remaineth 
init ſelfe without motion, far more firme, and 


ſtedfaſt, then is any Rockeintheſea, or tha 


earth or wharſocuer can be imagined moſt 


immooueable: moouing all things, y et hes 


himſelfe reſting, for all things tend to him. 
but he to nothing. Laſtly, the diuine nature 
is moſt le and vniforme, all alike 
throughout all: voyde of all mixture, 
compoſition, combination, diuiſion or diſsi- 
militude. | 
It is not compounded of matter and forme, 
for it is a forme needing no matter, where- 
with to be vpheld, or wherein to exiſt, but 
vpholdeth it ſelfe , and ſubſiſteth in it ſelfe 2 
In it there is not cauſe and effect, for it is ary 
efficient without an effect and of that which 
i; no effect, euen oſit ſelfe: It is a totum, a 
whole without parts, 8 it is euery * 
i ; te 
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the ſame,and like it ſelf, or ratherit ſelfe, and 
98 diuerſel 3 3 or 

iſtinguiſhedl into parts: and if our finite co- 4 

itati — encbohiaBewtpiith, & ©, 
conceiue him by peecemeale and parts, be. 
cauſe wee cannot take the whole , then 
mult wee needes make euery Fart to bee 
the whole: and laſtly , 1 is a ſubſtance Gi 
without accidents , for nothing can either 
acccidere or accedere to that which alrea- 
dy is all and infinit , neither doth it, as 
other ſubſtances do, extenuate it ſelfe into 
accidcyirall qualiues, but wharſocuer ic ſen- 
deth foorth from it ſelſe (or rather to it 
ſelfe, for from it ſelfe it cannot go) that 


ij it ſelfe, not any way extenuated, but re- 
waiving in the ſame plight: 5 which ir had - 


before. 
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Ofihe esl of mans ſole a 0.4 
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: Tthertoyouhadry | 


copany, and I was 
glad 3 but 
ſince you entered 
into the handling 
>| of this infinit nes, 
which you make 
| * 14 the difference of 
the divine nature, diſtinguiſhing it from o- 
ther reaſonable natures , you haue flowen ſo 
cleane out of my ſight, that ] haue no _ 
ourtaking you. For if you thus ex 

nature from all logicall relation of ſubſtance 
and accident, of ſubiect & adiunct, of eflence 
and attributes, by the which diſtinction, it is 
(as you know) vſually declared and laid ope, 
you will take away all meanes , eyther of 
teaching, or of learning and conceiuing it. 

- Sch. You miſtake-my meaning, which 

was not to ex God from all logi- 

call relation; and the groundes and rules 
of reaſon, without the which, I confeſle, chat 
wad: G 4 neither 
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2255 ther the diuine, nor any other nature, can 
E learnud or in truth ex- 
iſt in it ſelfe. For reaſon 3 which 
i the act and. operation. gf reaſon : ſtreteh 
chemie lues ouer all things that 

euer they exiſt whether finitel nitely, 
although (in vs) it cannot fly compre- 
hend, that which is infmite yea anda lutie 
uber too, euen to thoſe things, which doo 
notexilt,, As for thedivine nature, it is as 
hath bene ſaid, an eſſentiall and infinite rea- 
ſom, or vndeiſtandimz cuen the fonndation 
aud fountaine of all reaſon: and therefore, 
wee cannot thinke that i ſhould aboliſhor 
deſtroy reaſon, ſor ſo it ſhould deſtroy i it (elf: 
bur rather are to acknowledge that it doth 
. eliaþliſhir, and agree vnto it, Indeed tha 


grounds and principles of naturall Philoſo 


phie asthey haue bene laid downe byheathen, 
Philoſophers(who hauing lutle or no known 
ledge of God, had the more leiſure to loaa 
into — 4 —— — the 
groununds of duuinitie, and by not 

any actuall inſi nite, do deſtroy. the nature — 


Ne other points we know, that the beſt 


hiloſopher that cuer Was = but a ſory di- 
uine, yet we may not in any wiſe thinke, that 
reaſon and diuinitie doc jatte or craſſe cach 
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2 and . — neither I. 
nor any other ( vnleſſe he be voyde both of 
e 
or denũs that God hath ellence, 
nature, forme, yea his proper attributes and 
effects: — 5 — of eſſence and 
r 
nature o 5 true. T 

deny indeed, that —— in 
God, and ſay that whatſoeuet is in God, is 
the eſſence of God, but then they meane by 
accidents, ſeparable and mutable qualities, 
and by — eſſentiall and! 5 
8 Wesen ee God, as in a 
man or an Angell are knowledge, wiſedome, 
puritie, holinefle, ſtrength, and happineſſe, 
which are no part of their ——— 
nor yet eſſentiall properties, for they may 

remoued and ſeparated fromtheir — a 
a3 we know that many both men and angels 
are ignorant, fooliſh, wicked; vile, weak and 
— ———ů — is in god, or doth 
belong vnto him, can be augment ed, dimini- 
ſhed, or any way altered, for as hee is once at 
any time, ſo is he alwaies at all times. — 
cinot be denied, but that god bach his eſſen· | 
ual properties or attributes, and that they 
© Fad | 


———_ 


ö | a Wr or 3 
" fromhisfubſtance, eſſence, or forme, d 

| 28 {Iconfefle) are attributed to 
peR of our weakneſſe, which are 
—— — 
tue of God, as namely, the parts and ſences 
of mans bodie, as eyes, fecre, goings 
ſeeing, and likewiſe the paſsionsand pertun. 
bations of men, as anger, furie, hatred, re. 
nenge, repenting, ſorgetſulneſſe, and diuem 
other: all — are — _ 8 t from 

the nature o 5 as darkneſle is 
= = to bee — —.— 
» metaphorical eches, 4 
—. our nw as __ & make 
knowne veto vs, the divers actions of God. 
Againe,God is the Creator, Preſeruer and 
Redeeme — 5 world: 2 —— 
many s of the ſame lind, are truly giuen 
to him, yet they are not to bee accounted his 
eſſential attributes, becauſe they are not coe 
ternall with God: therefore not inſeparable; 
although creation import omnipotencie, 
= and ſo an eſſentiall attribute. Beſides, there 
3 are divers other things attributed to God, 
- but the true and eſſentiall attributes of — 
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are thoſe which ariſe and 

eſſence and farme , aged e von 
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T THENATVYRE OF COD, „ 
ewiggesand branches, from the roote and 
— — vbiquitie, eter 
are g; eſſentiul attributes of god, atiſing nc ceſ- 
ſuely from his eſſentiall forme: to wit, from 
an inſinit vnderſtanding and reaſon, (the 
which we are conſtrained to make the ſubſti 
ture and vicegerent of the eſſentiall forme of 
God) the which muſt of neceſsitie (as hath 
been ſaid and ſhewed) bee eternall, iltocall, 
one, ſimple and omnipotent, yea omniſcient 
and infinit in many other reſpet᷑ts: yet theſe 
attributes are not the eſſence and forme of 
God, for they are diuers one from each o- 
ther, as vbiquitie is not vnitie, nor vnitie o- 


ternitie, but the ellence of God is not di- 


Gem. The difference which you make 
betwixt the eſſence and eſſentiall properties 
of God,, as I take it, is this: that the eſſence 
is as it were the foundation, fountaine, ſub- 
Nance, head, beginning, and roote, and the 
attributes, the top, ſtreames, exiſtence, infe- 
rior members, end, fruite and in brieſe, they 
n — : 4s nt _ 
your meaning? Sah. Lou ſay true, an 
hanke you ſor explaining it more fully then 
I could haue done; but what ofthat? - | 

| \ Gen. Then 
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" Gem. SE Adabebrinche US 
queſtion, why may. —— 
ofthe attributes, and formt 
Gad. as ellas the infinite v 7 of 

God, erat the leaſt, why doo you not make. 
the vnderſtandingof God one 2 his attri⸗ 
butes, Iam — Dinines doo, 

cho pueche knowledge and wiſedome ic 
Godinthe forefront of his attributes? 
might trouble you withorher — 
by this 2 eſlence from his 
attributes, you ſecme to make prixa and poſton 
nus, one thing before an other in God: and 
alſo to take away the vniformitie and 
lic of Gods eſſence, ſor that the beginning. 
roote, and head, is more eſſentiall, then che 
Fruitcsanck members but I knowe 

you would fay, that I doo bur cauill and trifſe 
with you : for that it is no abſurditie to (lay, 
that in God one thing in before another, in 
order, though not in time, as the vn | 
ding is to the will: and to the other you may 
ſay, that g̊ head is no morr eſfential to a man 
then is the foote, nor the roote, then a little 
twig, and therefore I pray you, reſolue _ 
for thaGother matter, and let theſe | 
' Sch; You might haue let that paſte oor 
any great hardneſlechar i jn it as wil fame! 
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dg 
have great ſbtiie: Ni phone — 
ue great an 0 en- 
—_—_— iphe : yet the the begin- 
their eſſence is in 
— Agra wrern their reaſon or vnder- 
ſanding, the which onely giveth the deno- 
minaribofa perſStorhe Rin che which 
xis, whether it be in the creatures or im god. 
Lea, it doch more properſy make the ſubieRt 
15 excellent, then doth any other reſpect: as 
e namely, a man indued with 
— bath more of the image and ſimilitade of 
So andivimthar reſpeFt more excellent 
* thertis the whole eth, bein g buta dead and 
Fn: ſencoleſſe often, ie, fad Ecebſc. 
; | + Fhataquick dog is better thẽ a dead Ly- 
— on, and as wee ln, that the leaſt bird that 
inte — we ayte, it more admired, & coun- 
u red more ccctilem, then the hugeſl moun- 
en ane in the wortd tharftanderhtone-ſtil.So 
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808 


. * 22 things excel thoſe which wit life, 
1255 deen excell brute beaſts, as wile 
TI — — dock Mk 

| neſſe, 


#| 
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andin he firſt place makes him God. Aso 
_ the methode which diuen Dmines vſe, in 
putting the knowledge and wiſedome:of 
God among his attributes, in that they pu 
them in the forefront of thein; uche 
truly, it is plaine that they make them the 
beginning and foundation of the reſt: yea, l 
could ſhewe you ſome ofthe lateſt of them 
which make the knowledge and wiſedome 
of God to be his fe: and by Jife wee knowi 
that all things are ſaide to exiſt. And there 
fore; houſoeuer it bee impoſuble for vs to 

ſound the depth of the diuine eſſence, and ti 
ſhe fully and plainly, wherin the forniofit 
doth conſiſt, yet forſomuch as wee need not 
doubt, but that of all that is in ſcnpture attti 
buced to God, and ſaid to be in him, his im 
finit vnderſtanding hath the firſt place, both 
in excellencie, and alſo in order of nature, ui 


TPFFETTTTM TITTT 


may be bold to make it the roote, fountainez || ſtand! 


and foundation of his eſſence, and thereſbof 
his attributes the branches, ſtreames, and 
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nienſſeof God — 
ynto it? . 

He. rr 
then can che fire and beate, nexherisrhcons 
before the other in time, nature, or 
yr ever 

ro relations and r 

is an eſſence before hee is an — 
eſſence, ſo is he an 

nable nature, before he is inſimit. — 
we to thinke, that the eſſence of God conſi · 
. — ng Ia 
| or {atany other t can. ber na- 
hich commeth nearer to the eſſence of 
God Jae orher — :for 
the eſſence of God is not privatiue. onelys 
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. Gent, X haue ſatiſſied me fully, and | 
1 Ichanke you heartily for your 

paines, —— vnto mee 
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that poymt of religion, which of all other I 


haue alwaicsdeſired ro haueſom inſight intui 
nether do I know what no to deſire of you, 
vnleſſe it pleaſe you to go on in the partiew 
lar explication of theſe attributes of the d 
uine nature, and to beginne with the vnder 
ſtanding which you ma le not an attribute, 
bur rather the very eſſence of God, or at the 
leaſt, that which commeth nearer vnto it, 
then any: other thing doth that we know. 
Sch. Indeed the firſt place in the treatiſo of 
Gods nature, is woorthily. aſsigned to hu 
knowledge, or rather to his eſſentiall ynders 
ſtanding, the which muſt either bee made 
Gods eſlence, or elſe wee mult confeſſe that 
we knowe not what itis, or wherein it doth 
conſiſt but to declare the true nature & man- 
ner of it, is as farre aboue my teach; as the 
— head. on — hitle 
knowledge of icy the ſcripture affoord 
vs, — effect, that the knowledge,reaſon; 
or vnderſtãding of god, is his inſinit eſſence; 
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n 
due. Doo you makethe knowledge and 
che vnderſtanding of God, to be all one, or 
is thete ſome difference betwixt then? - 

Saß. I doo meane but one thing by them 
both, to wit, * (for ſo l may ſpeak tho 
improperly) of Gods eſſence, which in ors 
der hathi the firſt place: andi thought it beſt 
to vſe ditiers words, to ſigniſie one thing for 
plaineſſe, and the greater euidence of the 
mutter: for the one, to wit, knowledge, is the 
more vſuall terme, and yet the other ſeemeth 
tobe the more proper and fremheanr; For as 
in a mati or Angel. knowledge is one tung, 
euen a ſeparable or accidental qualitie, which 
is ofren wanting, as wee fee in many men, 
who are (in a manner) altogither deſtitute of 
knowledge: and the nunde, vnderſtanding, 


fo 


or reaſonable ſoule, another thing, to wit, tho 


very eſſentiall forme: ſo in God we may ſay 
that the ſame thing is both his vnderſtãding, 
as it ſubſiſt eth in it ſelfe, ' and allo his know - 
ledge, as it hath relatiom to other things, 
namely to the creatures: and ſo knoledge as 
it is in the creature a ſeparable or accidentall 
qualnie, ſo in Godin hom there is no mu 
tation it is an eſſentiallattribu e ariſing from 
his vnderſtanding, which is his eſſence. For 
if the world had neuer beene made, not to 
haue beene made, wee could not in proper 
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ſpeech haue ſaide that God had the knowes | 


ledge of it, ſot ſo he ſhuld haue known that ince 


which was not: but that cannot be: for thingy 


which neuer exiſt, are neuer knowne m 


icular, how ſoeuer they might and ſhould 
aue beene knowne inabſtratt and generall 
notions. So that the knowledge of God 
ly taken, & preciſely diſtinguiſhed from 
908 dry wing is his vnderſtãding actua· 
ted or broght into act, yet not ſo large as is his 
vnd ing, which is infinit, wheras gods 
knowledge of the world or of the creatures, 
neyther is nor can bee infinit, for that God 
neyther hath alreadie created infinite parti» 
culars, neyther yet in trueth can doo it, be · 
cauſe ſo there ſhould bee two infinits, one 


created or made, and the other the maker of 
tit: for howſoeuer to our weake vnderſtan- 


ſtandings, not onely all the particulars which 
haue happened or ſhall happen in the world, 
but cucn a ſmall part or portion of them, 
ſeeme infinit, yet to God, they altogither ate 
finite and numerable. 6 
Gent. Lou ſeem to make the knowledge 
of God to be his vnderſtanding, not as it in 
ſubſiſteth in it ſelfe, but as it is actuated 
and hath relation to the things that are 
knowne. | 
Bur 
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inconueniences : firſt — i 
which youtonfeſſe, although in my minde it 
i not to bee admitted, for all Diuiries makes, 
——— i — and ſecond- 
in it to bee accidentall, and not, 
of abſolute neceſtity in God. This will, 
plainly follow, it the knowledge of God be 
limitted to the things in the "world which 
are knnyrne : for although it was neceſſary 
that the world ſhould be created, God has 
uing ſo decreed, yet this neceſs itie is not abs. 
2 becauſe God might haue exiſted, 
though hee had neuer made the world, 
and then bee ſhould haue wanted this 
knowledge af things, becauſe the thinges 
themſclues were wanting. 

This ſuppoſall is not altogither vaing 
and friuilous, for God as hee did exiſt with« 
out the world, hefote the creation ofit, ſo 
wee cannot doubt, but that hee might haue 
done ſo {lil} and for euer : otherwiſe wee. 
ſhould fall into chat groſſe abſurditie of ſome 


Phil ers: who to make the world eter 
nall, it eſſentiall to God, and to follow 
himasneceſlarely, inſeparably, and as wee 


ſay, ashard at hecles,as the ſhadow doth the 
body, the which I doubt mts but you con- 
demne am abſurd. 

H 2 We 


oo ATREATISP OF-" 
We are rather (in my mind & ſoothers ah 
thinke and write) to acknowledge not onely 
the vnderſtanding, but euen the knowledge 
of God to be infinit, in that it ſtretcheth it 
ſelfe not onely to the creatures bur even to 
God himſeltè: whereof it will followe, that 
it is both infinit, (for whatſoeuer knoweth 
and comprehendeth that which is infinit, 
is it ſelfe infinite) and alſo eſſentiall to 

God , becauſe it is not onely etetnall, asi; 

the knowledge of the creatures in God (al- 

though it bee not of abſolute neceſvitie) but 

alſo abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe it cannot 

\ bee ſuppoſed, that God could exiſt without 

the knowledge of himſelfe. Yet I will not 

wholly reiect or deny this deſtinction which 

you make of the vnderſtanding of God from 

his knowledge: for although of all Gods at- 

tributes, his knowledge doth moſt proper. 

ly and immediately flow from his encuie - 

ding. yet me thinkes that there is a difference 
to bee put betwixt God and his knowledge, 
; ax well as betwixt God and his power: yet 
* for ſo much as through ignorance of Gods | 
true forme, wee are not able to declare the | 
nature of his eſſentiall vnderſtanding, (the | 
which we are conſtrained to put in the place 
of his forme) heereof it cometh, that we are 
not able to diſtinguiſh this eſſentiall vnder- 
| Randing 
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andingof god from his aQuall knowledge. 
And therefore leauing the knpwledg of gd 
form, ellence, and (as wee makeir) of 
eſſential vnderſtanding ig himſelfe, yu on- 
ly eyther doth or can knqwe it, let vs I. Hr 
you, proceed in conſidexing this his aal 
knowledge. {aig loan if ov 
Sch. Llike well of that you haue (aid ; and 
do thanke you for ſhewing-me wherin I erra 
2 may (ay for my ſelt, that vnleſſe you 
d in a manner compelled me to imagin or 
coyne this or ſome ſuch diſtinctien. l fhould 
not haue mentioned it: hut to proceed) At 
was ſaid of God, that he knowech all things 
actua lily, al wai es. Fox the fiuſt, it is plam and 
not greatly doubted of hy any, that all rhe 
actions of the creatures, and whatſocuet doth 
any wy; happen vnto them, is as matifeſt 
yato Cod, as is the ſuniic at noone: he doth 
ſec witheyes, which need no light, fon dark · 
neſſe and light are all one to him: haben 
af wan 3s deepe and deceitfull abode all 
thipg yet bee ſoundech the depth able 
ing and pefoeivipg higknelt ſecret thoughts; 
as plainly as if they were things done. in the 
ſig ht af the whole world the whick thwigg 
aſthough itſceme moſt impoſsible, and hee 
incrodlible to many. yet wee knowe alluredly 
thy truck eiu, boi by * word ot * 
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-alſoby manifolde experience :and'no mar- 
dell, dee ing ihat he h med and faſhioned 
them, hee hath made the eye and care, and 
therfore muſt of neceſsitie both ſee & heare. 
Nether doth the inſittneſſe (as it ſeemerh 
ond). ofthe particula rs uch happen in the 
world, hinder this vniuerſall knowledge of 
God: for they all ate to him, not onelyÿ not 
infinit, but a' fewe in compariſon of thoſe 
whichhe might & ſhould know if they were 
to be noune, that is, if they did exiſt. It 
hatlube ene adtwired m ſome great men, that 
they haue bin of ſuch:tapacitie & Teadineſſe 
of it, as to be able at one inſtant to mind di- 
ers matters, and 4% endite to two or thret 
SCecretaries as faſt as they could write : fot 
why awer outward ſences and inward 
faculxies, arenofmany, but one particul.ar, 
ſo they cannot well ſtretch themſelues at 
oncete many diuets obiects, for then Pluri- 
lu iran us minor ail ſingula ſemſum i. 
But it us not ſo with God, who although 
in ttueth he be bur one particular nature and 
eſſence, not many oruſmerꝭ, yot hee is more 
harge & vniuerſall, hen the whole, yea then 
a thouſand worlds Aud fo ifweconhdetthy 
proportion of lis infinitueſſe vo all things ex- 
iſting, woe ſhall findes that it isfarre cafice 
2 to know and nu nde at once, all che 
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parti which eyther haue beene, are, or 
* then — v to thinke on a. 
ny one particular thing or matter. As if 
(that wee may vſe the {tmilitude of the di- 
uine eſſence which was brought before) wee 
ſhould ſuppoſe a man or an Angell to bee 
of fo large a braine and vnderſtanding as is 
the whole element ofthe ayre, the which we 
know to be eucry where, ifit he not kept out 
by ſome more ſolide bodie, and that euery 
part of it were of ſufficient vertue to conceiue 
and knowe : we then ſhould not mauell, if at 
one inſtant hee did know and confider of all 
the things in the world, and that without a» 
ny confuſion of wit: how much more then 
ſhall we graunt this vniuerſall knowledge to 
God, who is far more vniuerſall the the ayre, 
he being not oncly about things, but euen in 
the middeſt alſo of the moſt hard and ſolide 
ſtone, and not excluded by it, or by any ho- 
die out of any place: yea hee being wholly 
euery where with euery man, yea wich euery 
pile of graſſe on the earth, and with euery 
corne of ſand on the ſea: and how then can 
wee maruell, that hee ſhould bee able to 
know all things at once? In the ſecond place 
we are to conſider, that God knoweth him; 
felfe , and alſo the whole courſe of all 
things actually, that is, hee doeth not 
4 attaing 
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—— 
oning, di e and conſequenee of one 
thing fro another, but ſecth it exiſting; ascer 
tainly as it it were actually exiſting and pre- 
ſent with him. Otheruiſe, if God did at- 
taine to the knowledge of things, by way of 
vncertaine diſcourſe, it would follow. that 
his knowledge is ſometimes potentiall and 
imperfect, not hauing as v et antaitied to the 
thug it ay meth, bucheGing onely-in the way 
towards it: whereas we are to thinke,and hold 
for. a molt; carte ttueth. that the whole 
coule, order, beginning, progreſſe and end 

the world, is and hit hbeencalwaies from 
cucy/alting, ſeens and knowne by: him, and 
that without ſucceſsiue diſcourſe, & by one 
perfect and complete act of knowledge : the 
wlach we ſay in the tlird place, ta be eternall 
in God, not that he needed ſo long a time for 
premeditation, how to deuiſe and diſpoſe 
things, ſo as they ſhould all agree togither in 
tending to one & the ſame end for the which 
he decreed them: for in this reſpect, q hole 
frame and courſe of che world, may be ſaid to 
be cxtẽporall, & as wc vſe to ſay naſci ſub ſtilo: 
that is, to be penned and made without any 


premeditation: lor to him, the leaſt time is a 


good as a thouſand yeares for deuiſe: yet wo 
are to thinke, that the frame of the world 
Was 
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was not deuiſed when it was made; hele 
8 - nor 


before, but that the idea and putterne of itz 


hath plainly & fully exiſtedin God from ali 


eterritie, as the ſpitit of God wieneſſeth al 
molt euery where in the ſcripture, ſpeaking 
of the eternall loue and puꝛpoſe of God to- 
ward his elect. Gent. Touſay chat god ko 
ethall things actually alwaies, and I thinke 
you ſay true: yet lam ſure you know the ofde * 
exception & obiectio n, which liach been al- 
waies made againſt this doctrine, not onely 
by heat hen P hiloſophers, but alſo by Chri- 
ſtian Diuines, who graunt this to bee true 
in all thole actions which God workerh, ey - 
ther immediately by himſelf, or by the means 
of thoſe creatures which are not indued with 
libertieof will: in all which they graunt that 
there may be an appoynted order & courſe, 
wichſhabcertainly como topaſſe: becauſe the 
things thus diſpoſed, are not at their own dif. 
amy 4 as they might break the order ſet 

y God, but are wholly gouerned by God, 
who uouer changeth his purpoſe or determi- 
nation in any thing which he hath apponted! 
but as for the will of man, the lich they ſay, 
is in it ſelfe moſt free, yea us free as the will of 
God himſelfe, becauſe otherwiſe it is not wilʒ 
that they ſaymuſt be exẽ pted from the fore 
kno · vledge, (a leaſt fromthe neceſſarie fores 
knowledge )& fore appoyntment of god, for 
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that it is wholly at the owne diſpoſition, and 
not controlable by any other, howſoeuer it 
may be hindered by a ſuperior power from 
bringing it ſelfe into perfect act, yea or from 
exiſting alſo: yet as long as it doth exiſt in 
his place and ſubiect, that it cannot be barred 
of free choyſe in any thing that is propoun- 
ded vnto it. And that for this cauſe it wil nat 
ſtand, and therefore cannot be placed in any 
ſer and conſtant order, it becing ſo ſlipperie, 
vncertaine, yea as it were altogither lawleſſe, 
vnruly and exorbitant: what thinke' you of 
this poynt? 

Sch. Surely Lhaue alwaies thought it to be 
very hard and intricate, and that it was no 
maruell to ſee many ſo troubled and grauel- 
led in it, that they could not poſsibly ſee how 
the will of man could be yoaked by any ne · 
ceſsitie of Gods decree, and yet left in the 
naturall freedome. But that which is impolsi- 
ble with man, is poſsible with God , who 
hath taught vs in his word, as towiching the 
forcknowledge of things contingent, as are 
the iſſues and elections of mans free will, that 
not one ly the ſenceleſſe, but euen the reaſo- 
nable creatures with all their actions are or- 
gered by him: and that for that end and pur 
pole, not onely the perſons, wordes, and 
deeds, but euen the moſt ſecret ey +> 
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their mindes and inclinarions of their willes, 
ure both ſeen and alſo foreſeene of God. who 
doth accordingly direct and diſpoſe of them, 
as ſeemeth beſt vnto him: yet the 
of the will remaineth (as indeed it cannot bee 
taketi away vnleſſe the will it ſelfe , yeathe 
creature ieſeife, wherein the will reſteth, bee 
aboliſhed) not hauing any kinde of violence 
offered vnto it, but moouing it ſelſe of ir ſelf; 
which way it pleaſeth: euen as Wo ſee a mari 


| 2 tting on his horſe,dothnot carric the horſeʒ 


hither & thither, but is carried by the horſe, 
who goethon by his own free wil, yet guided 
and ruled by the rider, and diteeted to that 

place which hee hath appointed. As wee 
plaincly ſee in Adam, tranſyrefiing Gods 
commaundement giuen as touching the for- 
bidden frute: the action was voluritarye 
and contingent in reſpect of Ada, who 


might haue abftained if hee hadde would, 


for GOD did no way ' compell him 
or impell his will to care the forbidden 
frute 1 did both by promiſes and by 


threatnings diſſwade him from it . Let 


there is no queſtion to bee made of it, 
bur: that GO D hadde as - certainely 


* foreſeene and forcappointed it , as if 


hee hadde rcfolued ro compell * 


* 


1408 Reer io r 
by out ward violence, ox by inward compul- 
tion of his mindeand will, to gate it. And ſo 
we are to thinke! of all other the like caſes, 
that God doth plainly foreſeę, that this or 
that without faile will be the iſſue and effect, 
though the cauſes be ambiguous, cõtingent, 
and as like in bur eyes to bring forth the con- 
trary effet : for be ſeeth eaſily hat motiues 
are in the md to moue the will, and what 
force eachof them hath to ſway it hither or 


chither. 


Gent. Vet you baue nor o fully reſolued 


this dow q as I do deſite. For euen Cicero 
himſelſe, os whoſoeyer other is moſt petẽp- 
torie in exempfting mans will from Gods 
prouideacd Will confeſſe, that gontingent 
things may bee foreſeene in the cauſes(thogh 
not in the affects themſeluts) when they dad 
plaincly preuaile, and ouerſway the one ſide 
phe other: yet they affirme, that the will. of 
man, ſetting it ſc}te of purpoſe to the full vſe 
of the Batyrall freedome & nimbleneſſe, may 
diſpoſe itſelfeto a mere contingencie, which 
cannot poſſibly be foreſeene, becauſe it will 
chuſe and worke , not by the meanes or ini 
ducement of any moriuewhatſpeuer, which 
would bewray the intent and iſſue, but frees 
ly of it ſelfe, and to no other intent, but tg 
ſhew the abſolute ſoueraigntie of it owne 
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Sch. I haue already tolde you, what I haue 
gathered out of Gods word, as touching this 
_ of his foreſight of contingent things, 
for my part, doo reſt heerein, and ſo I wiſhe 
that you would doo without any curious in- 
quiſition into their needleſſe queſtiõs, wher- 
of it is beſt to let them diſpure;while they liſt, 
and to determine when they can: In the 
meane time we wil proceed, and ſpeake ſomes 
what of the wiſedome of God, the which is, 
—— his knowledge, vſually attributed vns 
o him. | | 


Sect. 3. 5 n | ; 
Gent. JNdced, Ihaue often heard, thatin 


men knowledge and wiſdome may 

be not onely diſtinguiſhed, but euen 

quite ſeparated the one from the other, as it is 
vſually {aid of you ſchollers, that the greateſt 
Clarkes are not the wiſeſt men: yet I thoght 
that in God, knowledge and wiſedome were 
all one, and not to be diſtinguiſhed, | 
Sch. Thauc heard as mch my ſelfe , but I 
neuer thought him of whom I heard it, ey- 
the more learned, or the more wile for ſaying 
ſo it he ſpake as he thought: and yer I know 
chat they are diverſe, and different things, as 
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are ſi ion and practiſe. But (to come to 
the matter) in God they are not two diuerſe 


things , but one and the ſame thing diuerſe - 


ly conſidered: for knowledge is a generall 
notion and ſpeculation, which when it com- 
meth to bee put in practiſe in the making, 
ordering and diſpoſing of the creatures, is cal 
led wiſedome, to the which the counſels and 
decrees of God (whereof hereafter)are tobe 
referred : and ſo knowledge is of ſimple, but 
wiſedome of compound things, joyning togi 
ther in perfect order and agreement thoſe 
things its natures wherof, were before fully 
knowne. Gent. Tou fall againe into the ſame 
error you did before, in limiting and reſtrai. 
ning the knowledge of God to the creatures, 
which doth infinitly ſtretch it ſelfe abroad e- 
nen to God himſelfe, and ſo ſheweth it ſelfe 
to be infinit:ſo now alſo you tie his wiſdome, 
which in my minde, you may more rightly 
extend, ſo as it may belong alſo to Godhim- 
ſelfe.For howſoeuer as he exiſteth erernally 
himſclfe alone, he neederh not to be ordered 
by any wiſedome , neither can properly bee 
ſaid to be ordered by his owne wiſedome: for 
that order hath place, not in one ſimple na- 
ture exiſſing in it ſelfe, both immutably and 
alſo immoueably, without any poſubilitie of 
variance, diſcord. or confuſion, but rather in 


diuerſe things, whoſe natures being different, 


if 
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agreement: yet in that ir pl 
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ate by wiſdome conioyned 


. in good 
e ſo to debaſe himſelf, as to haue any 
ealings with his creatures, in this reſpect cus 
God himſelfe and his actions are to bee 
ordered diſpoſed and guided: that as the crea⸗ 
ture: are made to agtee among themſelues, ſo 
they may agree with God alſo their Creator, 
to their one happineſſe and his glory. 
Sch. You are too curious to be pleaſed, & too 
cunning to be taught: I ſpeake of things after 
the common and vſuall maner, according to 
the which, the obiect of Gods wiſdome;, are 
his creatures, and not himſelfe: yet I confelle 
that this diſtinction which you bring, is true 
and not to be reiected. But as touching thi 
wiſdome of God, ſhining euery where in the 
world , it is highly extolled in the ſcripture, 
as being moſt wonderfull and pleaſant to bes» 
hold. And no doubt, but that it is a great hap- 
pineſſe, that a man hath this grace gruen him 
of God, and his eyes opened to conſider and 
acknowledge it in any meaſure . For if the 
Queene of Saba were ſo rauiſhed with the re- 
port, and much more with the ſight of Sale- 
mont wiſedome, appearing in his fit & ſound 
anſweres, ſayings, ſentences, and prouerbes. 
containing in the great depth of know l 
and alſo in the practiſe of his life (whereby 
hee turned his ſpeculatiue knowledge into 
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on of his houſe and kingdome, andthe right 
contriuing of al matters belonging theruntog 
chat ſnee thought her trauell in comming to 
heareʒ ſee and behold it, well beſlowed, and 
the ſeruants of Salomon, moſt happie men, for 
that they making their daily attendance in 
his Court and preſence, had ſingular oppor- 
tunitie ofkno wing and ganfidering it: how 
much more happie a thing ate we to eſteeme 
it to haue the wiſdome of God revealed vn- 
to vs: from the which, as from the ſunne 
ſhinipg in the firmament, this dimme can- 
dle of Sa/omint wiledome receiued light. If 
Salomons houſe and kingdome were ſo well 


appointed and ſo wiſely ordered , that it 


wroughr'in the beholders admiration, yea 
aſtoniſhment and vnſpeakeable pleafure, 
how much more excellent ſhall we think the 
ordersof Gods houſe tobe, whether we con- 
ſider the world in generall, which is the out- 
ward court, into the which, all both holy & 
prophane are admitted: but much more, if 
we conſider the Temple it ſelfe, to wit, his 
Church, wherin he is ſerued and worſhipped, 
and wherein hee doth reueale his glory in 
Chriſt & his Goſpell. after a ſpeciall maner: 
but moſt of all, if we conſider his glory in the 
holy of holieſt, to wit, in heauens, & in the 

| ; | heauens 
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La e 52 my 
wo, 
not to be vevered, 


are nay mag 
Pirftrhen as wee cbme into the du · 


ward Cbitre 6f thsPallabe3 and —— 
cher tut whole Same df the world! or 
pirticatar erertures —— 
ery chung is ſo cy contrived in it ſel 
Storeſpolide — ſnall iv ho 
tu wife Salmon doth acknoiedge cho in- 
comparable wiſedome o God, intho creuiti- 
gehe world Eren. 3. 19. — — 
widme, hath laid the foundations 

theearth had hes etabliſfted the —— 

hit \bnowledge — 
Ire broben vp, — —— 
? If wee — roms 
whete ſhould wer begimme, or how fhoulih 
ode euer malte ende? what what ptoftision is 
chere in —.—— _ would uos chinkeio 
great madneſſe: nor te meition th about 
we chic it ie cobetſant, as a moſt 5 
Meneſſt of the Hr wilde me of Ge 
i enter endiefſbadttimarics 


— 
— ndewors 
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neither yet — ar in cheſe oo 
feldes. wh yceld as many arguments 
Gadswiſedome: , ag the earth doth piles of 
rburito keep at hotne in our owe hows 
tahom inſmitiv, and yet how worthely do, 
Phiſitiumi extoll the frame of mans body, 
how duerypartis ſo wiſely and warehy dæui 
ſedin auoide all harmes and inconuenicnges, 
whichunighs bappen : neither do our boches, 
alone thay but eucathe loweſt flower, that 
3 the earth, (the which if it can 
rudely counterfcited in wood; ſtone 
— workmea think their cunnin 
Princes their Pallaces highly aduance 
the ſalhoſt M omʒe ihat c cepeth on the — | 
and che lxaſt fie thet ſloteth in the ayre,,de= 
cla tha ſame. Fot the which purpelc the 
india altar Phulsſophic is to hee gc- 
as pleaſant Aare profitable, 
— 
Aud ca — © PEFAVL = JOT- WI 
ſlit q — go done into the 
#31! vo ſoe the wander full wiſe dom 
— Cad ut if werter into the img 
Cour oi odds Palace, Is into hn 
Church :avd. there. gontider, his dealings 
re the Gall be 
fon ning, 
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te Goda — 
ming Ele, the meane 

prop una hadin the firſt ages asit were 
in . how — — 
ages zit mightely preuailed & ſo ſtret- 
ched it ſelfe — into the world, ſtill 
fleet ing and moouing as doth the Sunne in 
the outward Court) from the Eaſtetne to the 
Weltcrne countries and kingdomes.: But if 
—— * little further into — — 

r the deepe miſteties of know 
ſeripture; the vnſearchable obſcuriticof x» 


Dnigmaticall Oracles mocking the ſharpneſſe 


all humane witz rhe agreement of cetemo- 


ties with the body, of the types; withthe 
things ſignified of ey Wit. with ſinnes e 


bur eſpecially , if conſider in the three 
folde ſtate of mam himſelſe, firſt theiſtately 
building of this Pallaoe, begun in Adam then 
> ore —— it in hi _ 122 
& glorious repaiting oſ it in Chriſt the 
—— ir cannotſbee but that ve ſhall 
huꝛſtt forth with the Apoſtle into admiration 
efitjandiay. Othe depth of the knowledge and 
wi/herwof God: how) xnſcurchable are bis iudge- 
unt ud ois waies pit finding out? indagren 
$0xhetruchof that. £pb; 3. 10. that tht wile 
dem of god ſheweilin ob church is ſo great uva 
and 
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andasitis Col. I. 3. that i Chriſt and inthe 
matter and miſtery of the Goſpell, the ur 
treaſures of Gods wiſedomeare both hid andre. 
naalad. Laſtly, if we ſnould draw a litle nearer, 
and with confidence enter into the glorious 
preſence of God in heauen, where there ate 
no cloudes or myſtes, to keepe from vs the 


cleatre funſhine of his wiſedome, all his coun - 


ſels, decrees, deuiſes and dealings, beeing vn- 
Lolded and fully accompliſhed,we ſhould the 
ſay a» the Queene of Sala faid of Salomons 
wiſedome, and the vnſpeakable pleaſure con- 
ceived by the beholding ii, that the re 
which goeth on earth and in the churih of 
the wiſedomig of God, yea the conceit which 
we haue in our mindes of it, how great ſoeuet 
it bez is as nothing to thething it ſelfe. Bur 
wil not be ſo preſumptuous, as to take in hand 
chi argument, or to attempt to ſet forili the 
wiledome af God, as itſhineth in the world, 
—— Church, and much — fully;{a)- 
| yet not ſoplainly to vs)in heaven: 
— argument fittret for the roribties 
or petmesof Angels then of men,and wur 
of we may ſay, that ifall ſhould bee written, 
that might bee brought ro that put poſe; tire 
whole world wo uld ſcarce ſuffice to hold dhe 
bodkes which would be written. oP 
IN VIA OOO MTS. ee 
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THE NATFRE OF GOD. 11 
00 i Fect. 4. 

Cent. Hat followeth to bee con- 
a VVII. in the nature of 

3 | 

Sch. Surely euen that, that followeth the 
vnderſtanding in the nature of man, ſtom the 
whichwe borrow al tlieſe attributes, as ty 

and ſimilitudes of the nature of God, and ſo 
we do after a ſort put our on coat on Gods 
_— ib —_— _ 3 natute — 
the ho eſpecially the ſou'e n his 
diuine nature, as he himſelſe did — — 
nation of Chriſt, that ſo we may ſee & know 
that, which otherwiſe and of it ſelſe, is inuiſi- 
ble; and not to be knowen, and therefore as 
inthe humane, ſo alſo in the diuine natme, we 
mult to the vnd erſtanding, ioyne che facultie 
of will the which cannot poſsibly be ſeuered 
from an vaderſtanging} for that there is no 
vnderſtanding, whickiif it be not actuall, or 
in complete act ot it omne natute and eter- 
nally, as is the vnderſtanding of God, yet it is 
potentially actual, tit is, it tendeth to action, 
whercof. this facultie of will is the fountaine 
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inthe e of God, if it bee ſo as you 2A | 
that theſe attributes are not truly in God, 
bur onely reſemblances and ſhadowes of his 
nature. Belilte we haue al thus while bin con- 
ferring abour moonſhineinwater,& ſtriving 
about ſhadowes,altogithez voide of the ſub- 
ſtance of trueth. I did verely thinke, that the 
vnderſtanding, knowledge and wiſedoines 
| whereof you en, had beene truly 
&really in god, and not only ſnadowes of his 
vnknowne nature. bw well vſe the ſi mili- 
tude of the Prophet, and compare m ſelfe 
to a man, who becing: h and ie 
dreameth that he eateth and drinketh actor - 
ding to his owne apppetite, but awaking on 
a ſuddaine, hee findeth himſelfe diie and 
— Idid all this while imagine that 
youdidfced, and in trueth euen fill my hun- 
— and thirſtie ſoule wich the knowledge of 
which I do farre more earneſtly and 
greedely deſire thẽ euerd did meat or drinłe, 
— ons faddaineyou awaken inee 
out of this pleaſant dreame, and tellmorhat 
all isnothing but mereimaginarions, .,'///:.;; 
Sch. You take mee nthe wort, and: — 
woorſo theꝶ you ſhould do: I haue norfedde 
you with winde or vaine dreames, as you in- 
ferrc of my words but the trueth is this. The 
nature of God isſo valcarchable,and(o _ 
i Le 
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bone the reaelie 6f any created wits; that 
when we haue cone as neare it as w tan, aad 
haue to our thin ling: gotten ſone hold of it, 
et the very remembranceof outowneweaks 
neſſe in comnpariſon' of the inſinitneſſa 
of it males co to diſtruſt and ſuſpect our 
ſchaes as beeing deceived with ar falſe ton. 
cert'of that which cannot poſtibly bee truly 
conceiued & comprehended: hereof it com- 
meth, that although we be verily perfwaded 
that underſtanding, knowledge & wiſdomo 
are in God. not ons ly truly and reallyybut al 
ſo moſt properly as in the naturall fubic or 
rather ſubſtantially without any ſubic, but 
beingto themſelues an vpholding ſubiect, yet 
we doubting the worſt, and thinking that tho 
diuine nature, is ſomething more. and more 
excellent then an infinit vnderſtamding, al- 

though in truth there cannot hee any nature 

more excellent then an vnderſtanding, or a 

reſonable nature, nor any thing more then 
that which is infinit : and alſo thinking that | 
for ſo muchas theſe things to wit, vnderſtan- 

ding, - knowledgeand wiſedome haue place 

in thenatute of man, whom weſce and feele 

to bea moſt wealte and filly creature , that 

therefotetheycahnorbe trulyiſ che naturo 

of God . hereof rommeth, thar woe ras 

ther call them the 1 or Wr 
| f + 
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oftzis naxurta then hisyery eſſence or:nature. 
in ſelſe, che which in trueth they ar. 
ανι T hotis an other matti hut then ue 
muſt nns foſter in our ſælues this vaine fears 
aud doubting to affirmi: him to bee chat 
which wee lehene and know om pf his word, 
chathehsindetd, hut rather baldly withons: 
any wantring or doubting, affinne him to bs, 
that he is>knowing maſt certainly that wee, 
are not depeiwed: and if e be decciuedsthas: 
then God kimſcife hach dectiueil vs, with: 
whom it is better to erre then to holde the 
trueth in our one conceits. But I cannat 
but laugh to my {cife, when'I thinke of one. 
ching that you (aid, that wee doubted, leaſt 
that vnderſtanding, knowledge and wile» 
dome, were not truſy in God, becauſe they. 
te truly in the nature of mon; whereas you, 
mould hauc mferred the cleane contrarie:to- 
wit, that wee know Aſſuredly, that God is an 
vnderſtanding or reaſonable nature, becauls 
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 - manwhoisreaſonable, is the image or ſimi- 


bende ot God, y ea, and made ſot this end. to 
ſhow c&c repreſont tov; thenatuieof god: but 
how I pray jou, can a reaſanable nature bee; 


an iinage oo ſumlitude ok. that which is noe 


reaſonable Now proceed. I pray u, and 
ſhewe mer how / dnd what you-make, will to 
bein Gedd: : 14 l % tis 
29 \ 1 Seh. Will 
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manz willig nat qualiticavhich 
dane. — — 
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properly and immediately gut of che under 
Randing, and cleauing —— vyntoit 


ee eee 
geen into the mind. eit Y OIY. On 
andnot tchound backe e ** 5 
uen as the beames of the {i 7 
pon a ſolide bodie, cannot afle-and.a 
— eo Sib eg | 
gens ps of Gad doth nauyal, 
neteſſarely and Sn forth ah 
ea which may.beeds. 
Fad eh ſlalom bang 
the ſonntaine and beginning of.al hege 
rar) ani 1 1 20hs is 
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6e. Her doo you makethe Ie: 
od to bes che beginning af 
M e e eee 
en as it is in allo $ 
haue will, the wluch is of this nature, — 
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ſupreme authori. 
df ding all things : ind therefore 
truly be called Prim mnror, the firſt mouer 
9 of all ations, for euety thing 
thachirh wil,doththaronely (or at the lealt 
tend ech to the doing of it, wich itwilleth. Ax 
for che vnderſtanding, althogh ir be in order 
& nature befoieh will, yet it is not ſaid to be 
the beginning of a6, becauſe it onely mo- 
deth, perſwadcthzand direRerh, but doth not 
inſcoree or compell i for as wee vſually ſay, 
couũſer is no commannd: whereof it com- 
met that although in God there bo no ſuch 
difzeſtewenty yet in 5̊ creatures it dothoſiẽ 
comets paſſe, that the will reieeth-the 
co and direction luch the minde gi- 


neth; and worketh without or againſt reaſon, | 


2 the owne inclinatiom But the 
will is followed and obeyed by the actions in 
all things poſtible, euen as the commaunde- 


ments of a ſoueraigne Monarche within the 
compaſſe of his kingdome, are put in execu- 
tion by loyal ſubiects, without any reſiſtance. 
And indeed will may very fitly be l compa- 
redtoanabſoltre & mightie Monarche, for 
thatit cannot 1 be controled cee 3 
or compelled by any ſuperior power ich- 
our be or yet reſted by A egy inferiour 


- bible 


| within his owne'dominions: it being impoſ- 
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ſtralne the will of he 
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Gble euen to 


He may indeei aboliſſ & deſtroy al them io 
and all the creatures in the world, or enforce 
the by but ward violence to whatſoeden pleas 


ſeth hum: yea he mayſ( as heo doth in regene- 
— pau yy ors > of nunde, 


incline it ſelſe to that 


which it — —— yet he cãàuot com- 


pel any thing to be willing it being of it ſelfe 
vmwilling. Wherof it cõmeth, that this ſoue- 
raigue monarche harh place in thofe creaturs 
only, which are intire £ abſolute in theiclues, 
not 9 vpoany other without it {WE 
wharſocuer, for abilitie of motion & action. 
And therfore trees which haue not inthem- 
ſeluos ſufficient power of natural heat; wher- 
by to mocue thẽſelues at their own pleaſure; 
but do depẽd vpõ the ſun, hy whoſe lat they 
are helped, cãnot be ſaid to haue will. But as 
for thoſe thing: which do petfectiy ine and 
mobùe, as — —— and 
ſoule, fot they do as freely wooueorzelſt, and 
performe any naturallaction, as any, man or 
gell. Gent. I dike wol, Sat yaumake the 
wilofgodthefirtbegitiningofal hu actios: 
hut to make thiscũõmou vnto the creaturs, as 
iſthey wer fo abſolute, that they: didnot, no 
010 to depẽd on god, me thinls iti ba 
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and ſoundeth ſomevrhat tei aha «diſgrace o 
God, ta whom (me thiries) you ſhould not 
deny this royall pretogat nie, that his: will 
not onely of his owne actions, but 614 
— — — rather then to 
creature as it were a Priui- 
ledged place, — fiõ his ĩurisdictiom 
Sch, Wee ere rathet to account it to bee a 
— praiſe and glorie to God, that as hee 
unſcife is moſt perfect, ſo he is able to make 
other things allo, not onely imperfect (as 
ſome oi the creatures, to wir, thoſe which war 
ſunte may bee called, although they alſo be 
perfect in their kindes) but alſo perfect and 
abſolare in themſelues, able to mooue them- 
ſclues {within the compaſſe of their natural 
power). when and as is plenſeth chemſclues, 
without any out ward helpe whatſoever, Let 
vs ſuppoſe (for wee may reine of ſuch a mar- 
ter) that ſome cunning Mathematican made 
' dousibf dod, or ſome ſuch matter, which 
could flie our, and retume to him home a- 
gaine: ſhould hee thinke: ita diſgrace vnto 
him, that this dode needed not his helpe, or 
that hee ſhould cartte:njabroad, when as it 
could flie of i ſelſe: — det N 
a mamerbſ ineomparable pra 2 
could make ſuch an abſolute and admirable 


pecce 
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e, 07-000. as 
onand —— rave 
— — 
man : a5 no doubt bur that it is a'igrearylbrie 
to God, that all the creatures in theworkd 
mooue, preſcruty' and increaſe th emſelues, 
by the ſole means ofthat vertue & 

which hee put into tim in the b 
— other ſapply or ſitẽgth a 
—— waies'borh 
— — e hach not 
the creature hence an matter of boaſtinga- 
gainſt god, for that ull that ahſoluteneſſe amd 
ction, which ir krach, came asr of iv ſelf, 
ur from God: ho as hee gaue it, ſo hee 
is ble to take it way, and as hee made albthe 
vreatures ofn v alſo to confarne tem 
all ro nothingʒ if twerehiowill,: Beide if 


bee did make thewiltof God the begitining 


and fountaing,uot avely vf lis — 
bur alſo of the actions of the creature m, w, 
mould admit many inoonueniences arte} ab- 
ſardities: for thetr all the enormitie mon- 
ſtrou confuſions & ſinnes, which are in the 
world, ſhould bee aſcribed and teſetrei to 
God, as to the foumain from tio wich they 
= Vea, wee ſhould fall into their here- 

or rather extreame' madneſſe, wiwo im- 


2 * whole world, and all de ervatures 
contained 


_ , 
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<Reived init tobe thebodieof god & 
naht che ſonle of enery lining thing, th the 
canbe nnagined mote gruſſe 
andimopious. o chen in this compariſon of 
the will of God wꝛith the will of the cteatum 
in tbo SI 
that is at: buing and mooumg 

crestures, haue their not duc 
— God, — 
. 

em om being or e 

by the authoritir or · pod of God, yea i 
maybe ſaidd truly, it it tanbee ſo taken an 
untlerſtood that the wil ei dhe creature i; 
no leſſe free in the own kinde, then is thewdl 
God, far nothing can boe added to that 
:whichivinthe lighteſt degrees : Whereof ix 
commerh, that this fteedome ot will is atike 
| Aas in the brute boaſt as in the ca- 
lonehleanan, in men as in angels, in the crea- 
re as inche creator, yea {5 params componerd 
magna licerrt) in the lealb flie or weakeſt 
wormer ss in the mighũe God of heauen and 
-earth.- : Not that any creature hath ſo effet: 
mall a Will — — for ok = 

eompariſon between wer of God. an 
2 thaicreatures in yr icy — pa tor 
er ln ont: as a nũ i not oſ ſo. great 
em rar a — yet his "I 
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| = be taken from the op & the crea- 
a way Feng 
Freed ne bet — ri | 
with it. Laſtly ere ee the y ö 
ture wich the wil 7055 2 805 
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| yetalcop which is ance 
as it is the nature oſ IS to pre 5 


e x; that purpoſe x 
nc. And as euęty natures divers 
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refiſt the will of God. or make his purpoſe 
fruſtate. This is the firſt difference, and yer 
to ſpeake properly, and to ſay the truth, this 
is not a difference of the wils, but of che per- 
ſons and their power: For the wil being — 
dered from putting it ſelt into executiõ, may 
be as ſtrong, yea viually is more ſtrong then 
when it hath C utward power toyned vnto u. 
Secondly, the will of God is immutable and 
the ſame for euer, that which he willeth once, 
hee willeth alvai es, bur the will of the crea- 
ture is more variable then is the win e neuer 
conſtant, but continually al: ering it ſelt from 
one obiect to another, yea oftẽn to that 
which is cleane contrary to the other: & that 
not onely in parucular obiefts, but euen in 
regard of the general kinds of good, reiccting 
the true good for a falſe appearance, & with 


all true happineſſe, for a vaine and tranſito- 


ric ſhado of pleaſure. Neyther is it any mar- 
uell, that the will of the creature is {&'varia- 
ble, when as it is ſo cafily d cemed, and ledde 
out of the way by error and ignorance: or elſe 
euerruled by headſtrong affe tions, fo both 
which the nature of God being free; atmir- 
teth no manner of alteration in will. The 
reaſons which may ſc:me to inferre altera- 
tion of will in God, are drawne out of thoſe 
placesoffcripture in the whichit is ſaid, that 
* | K God 
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God hath not performed, that which hee 
hath ſpoken and purpoſed: as when he being 
mooued either with the ſinnes and vnthank- 
ſulneſſe of the wicked, or by the prayers and 
repentance of the godly ,doth confeſſe him- 
ſelferorepentot that good which hee hath 
done to the one, or of thoſeaftliftions which 
he had threatned to the other. But the trueth 
is, that God neuer repenteth himſelfe eyther 
of the one or of the other. but taketh to him- 
ſelfe the perſairand manner ot men, who not 
foreſec ing what will follow, do often repent 
themſelues, and are ſortie both for benefites 
beſtowed on vathankfull & vnworthie per- 
ſons, and alſo for too great ſeueritie and raſn 
anger vpon thoſe whom they loue. 

Gent. Jou haue made one obiection againſt 
the immutabilitie of the will of God, & haue 
allo fully ſatiſfied it: I pray you do as much to 
one that I will make. 

Sch. I know not whither I can or no, bur 
Iwill do my indeuour. 

Gent. Y ou need not feare it, for I knowe 
you haue often both mooued and aunſwered 
it ere now: it is this. If the will of god cannot 
be altered in any thing that he hath determij- 
ned, and that he hath determined all things 
whatſocucr, what need wee vie any meanes 
for the attaining of any goody or what will it 
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auaile to labor to eſchew euill, when the 
terminate will and purpoſeof God, cannor 
be by prayer, or by any other meanes auoy- 
ded, by t mult ofneceſinic ſtand and take 
place. Sch. The anſwere is as you ſay, eaſie & 
ordinarie, for God willeth and worketh (or- 
dinarily) nothing but by the ordinarie means 
effectuall for that purpoſe, the which he hath 
commanded vs to vſe: and therefore we are 
to thinke & hope that our endeuours are the 
meancs which hee hath appoynted for our 
good. If our endeuors take not effect, we 
are to acknowledge thoſe wants & harmes to 
be ſent from God, the which (otherwiſe) we 
could not haue denied to haue happened 
through our owne default: and therefore we 
are to be carefull in vſingall good means ef- 
fectuall for any good purpoſe, and eſpecially 


of prayer, which yo ubring for an inſtaunce: 


For to imagine thar God hath fo tied him- 
ſelfe to a ſtoicall fate and neceſſarie courſe of 
things that hee can not, though hee would, 
grant our deſires, is moſt fond & fooliſn, cõ- 
trary to the whole courſe of ſcripture, and in 
truth, the vtter ſubuetſion ofall godlineſſe. 
You might in like maner obiect, that it muſt 
needs be graunted, that God doth ſometimes 
change his wil, feeing that he willeth contrary 
chings, wich cinot come to paſſe:for exaple, 

6 K 2 | Goa 


God wonld haue all men to be ſaned and come Ys 

the knowleage of his trueth. This is true, for it 
is the word, yea the very words of god, i. Tim. 
3.4. Agane, it is his wil that ſom ſhould pe- 
riſh, for it is certaine that ſome do periſh,and 
that neyther withoutnor againſt the will of 
God, but by his will & purpoſe, as the ſcrip- 
ture doth plainly teach vs every where. Like- 
wiſe it was the will of God, that Adem 
ſhould not eytherraſte or touch the forbid- 
den fruite, for hee forebad him: and yet wee 
cannot doubt, but that God had foreappoyn- 
ted, that Adam ſfould fall by eating the for- 
bidde n fruit, and ſo in infinit other inſtance s: 
for anſwere of all which, wee are to diſtin- 
guiſh the commaundements of God giuen to 
vs from his will, which hee keepeth to him- 
ſelfe: he commaunds things impoſsible, to 
ſhew vs what we ought to doo and to ende- 
uor, as is the falflling of the lav e, and the 
conuerting of all men, as farre as we can, to 
the obedience of the Goſpell: both which are 
and to be endeuored by vs, and therg- 

re commanded by him, but both of them 
impoſsible, and therefore not to be thoght to 
be willed by him, Againe, God comanderh 
ſometimes to this end, to giue occaſion offin, 
for the which end he forebad Adam to cate of 
the fruite of the tree of good and cuill, and - 

| the 
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"HE WATYRE OF GOD. "tis © 
| the Apoſtle ſaith, that the law was giuen to 
make {in abound: yea God ſometimes com- 9 
maãadeth that he wold no t haue done, to make 
triallof our faith, as he commanded Abraham 
to ſactifice his ſonne Iſaac. But theſe com- 
mandements are not to be accounted the wil 
of God: yea if hee command any thing con- 
trary to his written word, this argueth no 
change or coutrarietie in his will, but onely, 

that Godis not nor will bee hound to any 
law. Laſtly, the wil of God differeth from the 
will of the creature, in that it oncly inclineth 
it ſelf naturally and neceſſarely to that onely 
that is good: whereas the villes of the crea- 4 
tures aſthogh they do incline to good only as * 
we ſee in the elect angels, yet it is not of na · 2 
ture & neceſsitie, but of grace, & ſo of con- 
tingencie. For naturally their wil is free as 
| wel to euill as to good, neytheris it poſkible, 
that the wil of any creature ſhould be other- 
1 wiſe, howſoeuer by grace & the aſsiſtance of . 
\ - Goditconmimugyinaffe&ting only thai uch 
is good. But the wil of God doth neceſſarely 
mooue to good onely, becauſe whatſocuer 
God willeth, it is therfore good, becauſe ha 
willeth ic, his wil being the ſquare & rule of 
good, ſo that whatſoeuer agreeth to it, that is 
good as contrariwiſe,if it diiſent from it, it is 
to be accounted euill. Hence it cõ neth that - 
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TREATISE OF © 
thing contrary tothe morall law,as when hee 
did bid Abraham kill his ſonne, the Prophet 
Hoſeto company with a harlot, and the He- 
brewes to ſpoyle the Egyptians, or in that he 


decreeth that their ſhall be ſin in the world, 


yet in ſo doing, he willeth nothing but that 
which is good, for by willing it, he maketh it 
good. Let in proper ſpeech, theſe actions of 
men, dlchough commaunded by God, are 
not to be accounted the proper obie ofthe 
will of God, the which we muſt needs thinke 


to haue a larger ſcope and obiect, yea a more 


excellent ohiect then area fewe particular 
actions of mẽ. For the proper obiect of gods 
will, is that wherevnto jt doth totally, eter- 
nally, and naturally incline and tend as wee 
knowe the obiect of mans will, to bee appa- 


rant good and pleaſure, this beeing the ſcope 


wherat our nature doth wholly ay me, to pre- 
ſerue it ſelfe ina good and pleaſant eſtate. In 
likeWnanner the good whereat Gods will 
coth wholly ayme, is his owne glorie , the 
maintaining , aduancing andinlarging of it 
35 that which he doth deſire aboue all things, 
to this end and purpoſe are all his counſelles, 
creatures and actions to be referred, & in this 
being obtained, as in his chiefe good, pleaſure 
& happineſſe he doth delight and reſt eon- 
rented, | „ CHAP 
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ofibe an ribures of Godcalled his aſe fins f 
| Set, 1: Ko 1 
Gent. Hat is therebeſides 


Elinthe faculties of 
the ſoule attribu- 
ted to God, fit to 
J expreſſe & reſem- 
ble his nature vnto 
vs, or what other 
faculties of Þ ſoule 
haue wee in common with God? for ſo you 
will needs haue vnderſtanding, knowledge, 
wiſedome and will, to be not typically attri- 
3 — truly and eſſentially belonging to 

9 God. 

Sch, I am ſo perſwaded, and I hope you 
are ſo too by this: there is not any thing in 2 
our ſoules, that is ſo truly in God, as are the „9 
vnderſtanding and will, which make the ſub. 1 
ſtance of them: but there remaine yet many 
things to be conſidered in the nature of god, 
the types whereof wee fetch from our ſelues, 
as namely from our affections , tho 
which are divers motions of the will, 
| 0 — & ariſing 
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5 13 6 4 "4 TREATISE, on- | . 
17 the diuerſitie of particular obieftsg 3 
making an impreſſion into the wil according 
to their ſcuerall natures, and I ſtirring it vp to 
deſire. | 
Secondly, our . ariſing 5 
the due moderation of the ſaid affections: 
and laſtly , diuers morall duties, comming 
from theſe vertues as from their rootes are at- 
0 tributed to God. 
"= Gent. Haue all theſe things place in the na- 
WM ture of God: 
| Sch. Some of them are truly in God, the 
reſt are onely attributed to him, as ty pes and 
ſimiltudes borrowed from our humane na- 
ture, fit to declare the manner of Gods wer- | 
king, and the diuerſitie of his actions, by the 
uluch ve inuſt aſcend to his nature, as neare 
as We can. 
Gent. What affections are attributed ro 
God? | 
Sch. Loue, hatred a nee 
iov, ſorrow and pattie: all which, the (cripture 
doth vſually giue vnto him. 
Gent. W hat morall vertyes or duties 
Sch. Juſtice , bountie , magnificence, 
care of credir ould honour , truth, fideline, 
thank«efulneile,friend{hip, indulgence, pati- 
ence and ſuch other, euen whatſocuer is 
good , and commendable in the nature, 
manners, 
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manners „ bchaniour ,. life and actions of 
men. | | ; 

ent, I pray you thinke it not yrkeſome to 
make a particular declaration of them: for I 


do not ſee, how theſe things & eſpecially the 


affections that you ſpeake of, will eyther bee 
truly found in God, or can fitly be attributed 


to him. @ 


Sch. If you meane by affeftions , ſudden 
and vehement perturbations , ſuch as we {ce 
vſually in men riſing and ceaſing. as occaſions 
and obiects are offered, then there are no af- 
fectionʒ in God, fox thers is nothing in him 
at any time, that is not alwaies in him, and 
that hath not bene in him from all eternitie. 
But if (as we may) we meane by affections, 


conſtant continuall yea eternall acts, moti- 


ons, and inclinations (for euen theſe two lat» 
ter termes (although improper) muſt for wie 
of better be vſed) of his will, not ſtirredl vp on 
a ſuddeti like a tempeſt, bythis or that particu- 
lar obiect, but ſetled & permament, ariſing of 
the diuerſe natur es of things and agreeable 


thereunto; in this ſenſe wee may truly ſay, 


that there arc» affections ia GOD , for 
hee doth truly loue and embrace good 
and likewiſe hace and abhorre whatſoeuer 


is euill. 


Cem. You make a ſtrange diſtinction of 
4 affection 
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affections, ſome fudden and momentanie; 
others permanent and eternall : thus you 


make them no affections but habituall diſ- 


poſitions, and morall vertues. | 

Sch. You neede not meruell ſo much at 
this diſtinction , for it hath place euen in 
humane affections , as wee know that ha- 
cred is an habitualMnd inueterate- anger, 
and loue alſo may bee ſetled and fixed 
for euer: but it muſt of neceſzitic be ad- 
mittedin GOD , for that his will being 
erernall and immutable , ſendeth ſoorth 
affections of the ſame nature, as the little 
twigges and brauuches of a Tree are of the 
ſame nature with the great boughes and 
bodie of it, and the ſtreames with the 
fountaine from whence they flowe : yea, 
in truth they are ſo ſetled and conſtant in 
God , that wee cannot diſtinguiſh them 
from fis will „ moouing it ſelfe without 


any alteration, too or fro the obiect, as the na- 


ture of it is good or euill. 

In men they are like to the flames 
of fire, blowne vp by the impreſsion of the 
obiects, as by a great blaſt of winde, 
and make ſuch ſtraunge alterations in them 
that you would ſcarce ſay, they were the 
ſame men which they ſeemed before. But no 
obiect of what nature or force ſo euęr it bee 
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can make the leaſt alteration or impreſtion 
into the wil of GO D, whoſe nature is 
immurable , yea impaſsible,, For hee is not 
materiall as are the creatures, yea euen the 
Angels themſelues who muſt needs be gran- 
ted to conſiſt of, and in ſome matter, which 
may ſuffer and bee altered, whereofit com- 
meth that not onely men, but euen the ſpi- 
rituall Angels, are ſubiect to affection, 
paſsion ang perturbation : but God is a pure 
and mere forme , and therefore altogither 
actuall, hee is immateriall, and therefore im- 
paſsible. ; - 
Gent. Belike you make all affections to be 
acts, motions and inclinations of the will, but 
with this difference, that in God they are e- 
ternall, generall, conſtant and quiet (and in- 
deed, acts of the will, but neither motions 
nor inclinations) but in man, momentanie, 
variable, euident, raging & particular, ſtirred 
vp not by the generall conſideration of the 
diuerſe natures of things as they are in God. 
(whoſe affections in that reſpect muſt needs 
be conſtant, becauſe the generall natures and 
notions of things, are eternall, and im- 
mutable ) but with this or that particu- 


lar obiect, and therefore v iable and vncer- 


taine. | | 
Gent. I peretiue your meaning, ſaue only 
: « that 


that I doo not ſce, why Gods will ſhould be 
ſaid to be mooued with generall obiects one- 
ly, and not alſo with particular perſons & ac- 
cions : for we lenow, that he is diuerſely affec- 
ted towards particular men and hateth cuill 
not onely in abſtrafto and in the vniuerſall 
idea of it, but alſo in particular men, in whom 
fever he findeth it.. 

Sch. Affections and will in God are not 
blinde, nor yet peruerſe rebellious 
to reaſon , as chey are in men, but whole 
ly agreeing vnto it, and therfore they follow 
the generall grounds of it euer in particular 
obiects, whereas in men they follow the im- 
geſs ion of the particular obiec̃t without, yea 
* contrary to the grounds of reaſon. 


Set. 2. 
ger. V Ell, I pray you ſhew mee the 


particular poynts of doctrine 
in the loue of God: for as I remember, you 
put that firſt of the affections which you ſay 
arc attributed to God, 

Sch. Loue is moſt fitly and truly attribu- 
ted to God, who for that he excelleth in this 
affection, is defiged by it as if it were his ve- 
ry eſſential form, for ſo we read, I. Joh. 4. 16. 
God is laus. 
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*dothnot bring with it ſome deli ght and plea- 


But that wee may knowe the part 
this loue of God, it is needfull that wee firſt 
ſearch out, and conſider the natureof loue «3.0 
in generall, the which may thus affer a ſoer | 
bee deſcribed, Louecis an inclination of the t. * | 


will to a pleaſant obiect for the fruition of 
the pleaſure ofit: the which breedeth a de- 
fire of doing good vnto it, if it be capable of 
it 


This deſcription is to be explained by al- 
leadging the ſeueraſl obiects of loue, or of 
thoſe things which men do vſually loue, in 
all which it will appeare that the cauſe why 
they are loued and ſought vnto, is ſome 
ſweetneſſe or — which may be ſucked 


out of them, & that nothing is loued, which 


ſure: thus John reaſoneth, I. I. 4. 20. How 

can he that loueth not his brother whom he hath 

ſeene, that is, with whom hee hath conuer - 

ſed, and ſo might haue taken delight & plea- 

ſure by him, /oxe God whom hee hath not ſeen? 

and wee read Gen. 25.28. that /ſaac loued 

Eſau becauſe his veniſon taſted fweete in his 
mouth, and Leah ſaith, Gen. 29 3 2. Nom m M; 
huſband will liue mee, hauing borne him a ſon. 4 
By theſe and infinite other examples it ap- 

peareth, that all men incline to that wherein 

they finde and feele ſome pleaſure andſweer- 


— 
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F422 „ FREATISE OP, < 
neſſe,and this inclination is called the loue of | 
chat thing. Yet this is not all in loue, and ther- 
fore we muſt adde the ſecond part ofthe de- 
ſcriptiõ, Which ſaith, that the pleaſure in true 
loue procureth a deſire in him that loueth, 
and enioyeth the pleaſure, to return pleaſure, 
delight and any good vhatſoeuer can bee 
done vnto it, to the thing loued. For without 
this mutual relation of pleaſure, it is not to be 
called loue but rather luſt: as the inclination 
which men haue to thoſe meates, drinks, and 
ſuch other things, the which they loue, is no 
true loue but rather luſt, and thoſe things are | 
ö properly ſaid to be loued , to the which wee 
* may returne that pleaſure and delight, N 
= _- which wee receiued from and by them, 
and procure their good, as well as they?“ $ 


ty , 


procured * pleaſure . For example, the 
- inclination which a man hath to an harlor, 
and to the pleaſure that may bee hadde by 
her, is not true loue , but one)y Juſt, 
becauſe heerein a man hath reſpect onely 
to himſelfe, and to his owne pleaſure , not 
, caring what become of her , when his 
luſt is ſatisfied . But the affection which 
a man beareth to his wife, is of an other 
Linde , and is true loue , becauſe he dot 
not reſt in that pleaſure which hee enioy* _ 
eth by her meanes, but addeth thereunto 
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an earneſt deſire and indeuour, by all meanes. 
poſsible ro procure her good., beeing fare 
more deſirous to pleaſes and- profit her, 


| then to pleaſe himſelfe by her: other- 


wiſe it is not true loue, but ſelfe loue, 
for true Me hath a hand to giue; as 
ready yea more ready then one for to 
take. 


And thetefore meates and drinkes , and | 


ſuch other pleaſant things, although they 
doo greatly delight vs, yet they cannot 
bee ſaid to bee loued , becauſe they periſh 
with the vſe, and though they did remaine, 
they arc not capable of: any pleaſure or good 
to bee done in way of requitall, which is the 
cheefe part of loue. But men are truly ſaid 


to loue theyr friends, wiues and children 


becauſe as they doo many wayes receiue 
pleaſure, comfort, ioy, delight and 
profit by them, ſo theyr whole deſire 
is „ to returne all that good backe a- 


gaine into theyr boſomes with double inte- 


reſt. ; 

Gent. You ſay that it is not true loue, 
but luſt to take pleaſure in any thing, with- 
out returning, and as it were repaying 
the ſaid pleaſure to him from whom it wat ta- 
ken, and, as it were, borrowed, 


Indeed this is good honeſt dealing, and 
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tobe commended, but if I be not deceined ! 
cat ſhew you a more true and excellent loue, 
then this which you haue propoundedd, to wit 
char which Chriſt pręferreth farre before this 
your loue, the x hich may be calleda kind of 
traffiquiug and exchanging ene good 
turne, or benefit for an other. But the loue 
which he comrnendeth vnto vs, is not procu· 
red and as it were bought or hired by prece- 
dent pleaſure , but commeth froma mere de- 
ſire of dooing good vnto them which haue 
not onely not deſerued it at our hands, by lo- 
uing vs, but contrarely, haue by hating and 
harming vs, prouoked vs to tequite and repay 
them with the like hard meaſurc: HMarh 6.4.3. 
Ton hane heard that it hath bene ſaid, lone thy 
neighbour, and hate thine enemic + but I ſay unto 
you lone your enennes:for if you loue your friends 
onely, what great matter is that? do not the Pub. 
cans 0? And as this loue is farre more ex- 
cellent then y ours, ſo it doth farre better a- 
ee to your purpoſe and ſerue for the expli- 
— o the loue of God: for if wee ſhovld 
make the ground of his loue towards vs to bee 
the fruit ion of ſome pleaſure in vs, or by our 
meanes, we ſhould make a faire peece of work 
of n, or rather marre all the ground of our ſal - 
uation, which relyetli it ſelfe vpon the mere 
loue of God, not procured by any deſert, or 


any 
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Sek. Ifyon danke that bur Sauiour Chriſt 
wee (hou beare as great ous 
to ſtrãgers & to our enemies as to our friends, 
vou are furre deceiued : for ſo he ſhould de- 
troy nature it ſelſe, which hath with her 
owne ſinger written im our hearts this deſcrip- 
tion of loue, which Fhaue brought: to wit, 
that out lgpe ſhuld be greater towards them, 
at whoſe finds we haue receiued pleaſure and 
comforr, then to them who ate angers or 
enemies vnto vs. But his meaning is, that to 
our enemies wee ſhould not bee full of anger 
, and reuenge, but patient, gentle, yea louing 
and helpful, labouring by good to ouercome 
theirill: and char by doing good to ſtraun- 
gers, from whom, or from any in their nate, 
we are neue lilce to receiue any retribution, 
we ſhould ſhewe the faith and loue which we 
beare vnto God in obedience of whole com- 
maundement we do that, which of it ſelfe is 
burtfull vnto vs. Bue that a man ſhould loue 
a malitious enemie as earneſtly as a louing 
and faitłiſull friend, a ſtrange and vnknowne' 
wotfan as well as his owne wife, other mens 
- children as well as his owne, it is not onely 
not commendable, but euen monſtrous; and 
. of nature, & to law | 
lay 
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law of God. For ſo q ſhould be vniuſt and 
imiurious to our one friends, to whom our 
loue and the duties of it dobelong. in beſtow 
ing it vpon others, and in ſuffering them to 
to reape the croppe where they did not 
ſowe any ſeed. yea then Chriſtians ſhould 
endcuour to procure to themſelues, the good 
will of their brethren, not by duties of lone, 
but by iniuries, then the which what can bee 
ſaid or ſuppoſed mote, a bſurd . Now as: 
touching the loue of God towards, the; 
which you affirme to come of the free mo- 
tion of his will, not prouoked, cauſed, or 
occalioned by any good or pleaſure, which 
he gettetk by vs , Iconfeſle that GOD 
electeth to ſaluation without any motiue of 
goodneſſe foreſeene in vs, euen of his mere 
will and good pleaſure : and that it were 
mere madneſſe to imagine, that there is 
any thing in vs or in any creature „ by 
the which we might eytker pleaſure or pro- 
fit God: yet Ianſwete you, fult that we aro 

to diſtinguiſh betwixt the election, and the 

loue of God for Godchuſeth and predeſtina- 
nateth to loue of hi oe mere will, hut hee 
loueth not, but for ſome cauſe. For as his 
lone is in the gegerall notion inclined, to 
good, & not to euill, ſo he loneth Sr 4 wa 
that which is good, yea and hee louet] Kher, 


* * 
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Tauſe it is 3 
repro dnelle tb Godlihint 


he ſhguld loue vs for tytiar doth it profit? 
pleaſure him * indeed he ſtandeth in nb weed? 
of let yet hee taketh plesſute in it, the Lord dei 
ligkhtetfi in the righteoufneſſe of his Saints, 
their ſins are as e Felores, & vnpleaſant ſigkts 
vnto lum / For why God delighteth in Him 
ſole; and euety thiag in char which is he 
it lelfe : herakerh pleaſitie to beliold his own? 
Linage in M euen às the greateſt toy &plea-» 
lure tharaina can haue in any werldly thingy? 
isto behold his owne favour and faſhions , 
owne coutitenanceatidit6nditions,in hisfo 

And therefore the more that a man in Hot 
neſſe reſtttibleth'&od;the mere he is bets 

of tin,” 45 being ſo mich; ker to him 418 
is ſaid of Dauid, "tharhe Was 5 man aceording 
tb the heart of God. 

Grat. T his doctrine Wundeth derbst ; 
me, and ſo Ithitikitwo!d do to others, if they 
ſhoald heare it; as thatwhitch giueth a grenr: 
biowe to Gods free cloctiofr : ĩ am ſareyou!: 
binte tead;zbar (rift liued us being bit entste- 
Nam g. and that you do not doubt; but that 
. God loned the Apoſtle Pauli, euon in his i. 
fidelirie, and when he in Steat furie as! 

' cutethe Charch, 
9 875 It may bee] that it Mud cane; 5 
0 wy L 2 . firangs 
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i: but the doctrine is, as Ithinke, good anc 
ſound that God neither hateth any but for 
ſin, neither loueth any but as they are holy. 
Let our foreſeen holines is not the cauſe why 
God dathele vs to ſaluation: for firſt he e- 
lecteth vs to loue & to life, & then aſterward 
by ſanctifying vs, he maketh vs capable of his 
loue and of eternal life. The proper obiect of 
Gods loue, is the holineſſe of the reaſonable 
creature, vnto the which, as being agreeable 
to his owne nature, God doth encline himſelf 


by deoing good vnto it, as hee receiueth-a 


kind of contentation in it, and from it. As for 
the eſtate of the elect before they bee called 


and ſanctified, we know that whom God lo- 


ueth once, he loueth alwaies:and Pau euen in 
the heate of his ſurie againſt Chriſt, was belo - 
ued of God, as one whom hee had choſen and 

eſtinate to beare at the appointed time 
one Image of holineſſe, and fo the fore 
ſight of holineſſe in him may be ſaid to be the 


the cauſe of Gods loue, though not of his e- 


lection, For God may chuſe to loue whom 
he liſt, but hee cannot loue, but according to 
his one nature, neither any thing, but t 

which is in ſome ſort agreeable to his naune: 
for he cannot loue or like , but muſt of ne- 
Celcitic hate and abhorre euill, as well in 


concreto, 
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concreto, as im afra: 

iet well at in generall notions: tit o 

may bealwaies like himiſelfe, 0 7 05! 
_ 

ene, Iwan not contend with you about i 

I Sar this time, becauſe I will not fun- 


der you from other matters : now 
chat you haue laid the foundation of the de- 


ſcription of Gods loue, I pray you go on with 
che reſt of the buildiny n 


Sth, We will: and firſt, we may out of thae, 
that hath bene ſaid to this purpoſe, deſine the 
loue of God to be, the motion, or rather the 
act of his will, enclining it ſelfe by dooing 
good, to good preuailing in the reaſonable 
creatute. In thus diſcription wee are to ob- 
ſerue theſe three things: firſt, that the loue of 
God belongeth onely tot he reaſonable crea · 
ture : ſecondly , that the motiue or induces» 
ment ſtirring vp in God thisloue , is good 
neſſe prevailing in the creature: and laſtly; 
thabthe manner, or rather a proper and necel« 
fary effect of this ae or inclination of God 
to the creature, is by dooing good vnto it. 
The firſt point Being plain mough of it ſelfe, 
needeth no futther explanation 1 for al- 
though all the creatures in theyr ſeuerall 

OS fi L 3 kindes 
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| egrees haue in them a ſpeciall 
2e neſſe, in reſpeqt whereofi God may bee 
laid to joue, and h hem, zs we reatl. Ger. 
I. 31. that God — finiſhed all the creatures, 
looked pon them: and very them all to be good, 
bleſſed them: and Thil to extend his gracious 
Preumenso euer themabpreſerumpgand vp- 
Hachen them-z: ht pngly by the ardinarie 
ſorc e of their naunes u euen by extraordi- 
Harymieanes vnkno ne ta vs, as hęe is ſaid to 
oforthey oungaacns hen they callypon 
him (alchourh this may be aſcribed to natu- 
l weanes) yet proper ſpeecli hee is ſaid 
36:lowethexeaſunablecreqturezonely,yhoty 
Her hath picked: 0:4 of, the whole bunch, 
+hertpn to fer his heart wherein to delight 


aud take pleaſurę. d 3.00 Of 7,95 
This choiſe of his love , it hath pleaſed 


ding delight and pleaſure jn the ſaule of 
nia, the faculties of it being orderly diſpoſed 
and endued with that bewrtic of holineſle, 
which Gog createdin it, and therefore may 

3 _ 


THENATYFRE OF -@0D. rt "2 
iultly require of it) as in a moſt pleaſarit ga 

den and paradiſe, ſfining with all varie tie of 
the moſt faire flowers and colours . The o- 
\ thetrefpect; which appropriateth the love bf 
Gdd to the reaſonable creature, is, for that as 
ie enely hath in it mätter of exceeding 


pleuſute and delight to Gggh, fo it onely 
is capable of the rebound, ſe, and reci- 


ocation ofthe ſaid pleaſure from God, in 


tthe which as hath beene ſaid the chiefe 
of loue doth conſiſt. For howſocuer God 


may doo, and doth many waies good to the 


other creatures, in that hee feederhand pre» 
ſerueth them in their ſeuerall kindes, yet they 


not knowing GOD, cannot acknowledge 


thoſe good things, which they receiue from 


him, to comefromhim-4 and to proceed of 
that fauour which hee beareth vnto them: 


vhereas the ſoule of the reaſonable creature, 
being as it were filled wich the ſweete bleſ⸗ 
ſings of God, taketh greatet ploaſure in the gi · 


uer then in the gift, and reioyceth yea glori- 


eth more herein, that God the great King of 


heauen and earth, vouchiafoth to ſer his heart 
vpon it, and to take pleaſure in dooing it 
— then in any other thing whatſoeuer. 

his ſenſe of the goodneſſe of GOD, a8 


it is to them tho moſt ſweete happineſſe 


that can he imagined.ſa it ſliries vp in thema 


my: vall 


mutuall loue towards God, whom although 
they cannot by any meanes eyther proſit or 
-pleafure , yet they endeuour with all care to 
gloriſie him by their holy obedience, and ſo 
to teſtiſie that vnſained loue which theybeare 
vnto — But ö 
wanting this of the loue and goodneſſe 
of 66 D and fo the reciprocation of 
joue which ſhould bee in them, wherein 
the force of loue conſiſteth, are for this cauſe 


not to bee admitted into the participation of 


the loue of God. 
Beſides, the loue of God as it is eternal, 


ſo it hath this vertue, that on what ſubieR ſo- 


euer it ſeazeih, it malceth ir eternall, pre- 
ſertiing it from periſhing : but rhis .can- 
not bee done in the other creatures, the 
which muſt bee diſſolued and come to 
nought: onely the xeaſonable ſoule, being 
poſleſſed and as it were filled wich the loue 
of GOD , i hy it preſerued for euer. For 
theſe cauſes it hath pleaſed GOD of his 
goodneſſe ro make choiſe of the reaſonable 
nature of man, whereunta to ioyne him- 
ſelfe in the bonde of perfect lone : and 
in this reſpect to compare himſelfe to a 
carnall louer , enamoured of the bewtic 
of ſome fayre young woman, delighting 
himlcltc exceedingly in thofruition of her, 
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rocure her good: as wee may ſecin the ſo 


. 


other places of ſcripture. In the ſecond place 


wee are to conſider, that not any meaſure of 


goodneſſe in the reaſonable creature, will 


ſerueto procure the loue of God, for then 


God ſhould loue the wicked, in hom wee 
knowe that thete are diuets roliques of 
his image, yea euen the divell himſelfe and 
all his wicked ſpirits, whoſe nature and naty- 
rall faculties are good, and not-catrupted 
with ſinne in reſpe& of their ſubſtance, but 
God doth not loue and embrace theſe with 
this affection of loue: for what fellowſhip or 
agreement, much leſſe intire loue, can 


haue wich Fellal, or light with-darkneſle? 


Nay rather weeknowe, that God doth moſt 
.uſtly hate and abhorre them, for that their 
perſonsarenot in regard of theſe reliques of 
goodneſſe to bee accounted good, becauſe it 
doth not preuaile in them, but is ouercome 
and eaptiuated, or rather aboliſhed by the 
.contrarie corruption of ſinne, the which ha- 
uing the poſſeſsion and commaund of them, 
ought of right to hauexhe title and name of 
them. But God loueth the godly and their 


perſons, yca though they bee in part defiled 
. Ls with 
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ithfinne; beeauſe not ſinne and euill, bue 
bolineſſe and good pteuaileth and beareth 
way in them, ſinne beeing captiuated and 
kept vnder. So that in man good and cuill do 
in a manner contend for God, the one labo- 
ring to procure his loue, and the other his ha- 
tred, in the wlüch conflict the ſtronger and 
the predominant qualitie preuaileth, and pul- 
leth es the perſon in the which it is, the af - 
fection of God, eyther of loue, or elſe of ha- 
tred. Cm. I had thoght that one, and that the 
leaſt corruption or ſinne in aman, had beene 
of ſufficient force to make the whole perſon 
hotefull & abhominable in the ſiglit of God, 
as a little qeuen ſowreth the whole lumpe, 
according ed that of the Apoſtle Iams, hee 

that break eth any one poynt of the lawe, is 
75 of trunſgreſsing the whole, notwith- 
anding there bee in him many good parts 
of holineſſe euen as wee ſee in ciuill iudge- 
meats, that one ſingle crime condemneth a 
man, yea though in other reſpects his life bee 

neuer ſo iuſt and vnreprooueable. | 
Sch. That is true you ſay, according to the 
exact rule of Gods inſtice, the which requi- 
reth the full perfeclion of holineſſe without 
any exception, and reiecteth the whole, if 
neuer ſo litle of it be wanting: but the loue of 
Sodtaketh another courſe, tor it laoketh'op 


men 
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men with an àmiable and fauourable cbun- 
tenance, aud (hat maruell is ie that the loue 
of God doth; that which the loue of men 
is enioyned to performe) couereth the multi- 
tude of ſinnes. Laſtly, ha loue of God neuer 
commeth emptie, but as God is the fountain 
and full tteaſure nf all pleaſurt, ſo. he bringeth 
with him vyhicher ſoeuri hee commeth, all 
ood, pleaſure and happineſſe, by the which 


„ 


his loue and affection towardes any perſon is 
non and felt. Vea heteof it folldwetli that 
au any nature br perſon is indued with a ſeſſe 
or greater meaſure of this goodneſſe whichis 
ſo pleaſing to the wil, and ſa agreeable to the 
nature of God, ſo it procureth to it ſelfea 
Jeſſe or greater meaſure of the loue of God, 
and ſo conſequently of that pleaſant and hap- 
pie good which doth continually accompar 

nie it: yea that as God himſelfisthe beſt and 

moſt excellent nature of all other, without 


any compariſon, ſo hee loueth himſelfe farte 


more then he doth any other thing whatſoe- 
uer, and procureth to himſelfe more pleaſure 
& happines, thẽ he doth to any creature. Ven 
it is his will, that according to this rule, this 
affection of loue in the godly be ſquared, to 
wit, that they loue thoſe moſt, in whom they 
ſee a greater meaſure of goodneſſe and godli- 
neſſe, and bee more inclined towards them, 
to dog any manner of good ynto them, 


then to any other, as it ii Pal. 16. 3, Allmy 
delight is in the ſaintton earth, euen to thoſe thas 
art excellent. And fo Gu. 6. 10. 


SeF. 4. 


Y this doctrine ofthe loue of God, wee 
may eaſily gather, what hatred the con- 
trary affection is, to wit, a motion or act 

of Gods will, declining and abhorring the 
n wherein euill doth preuaile. And firſt, 

t the cauſe or ground of Gods hatred, wee 
muſt hold, that God doth not hate or abhor 
any creature, vpon the meere motion of his 
one will, for his will neither doth nor can 
mooue eyther towards or from any creature, 
but vpon good and iuſt cauſe taken euen 
from his owne nature. Wee know that God 
of himſelſe loueth all his creatures, euen be- 
cauſe they are his owne workmanſhip , and 
therefore good and woorthie to bee both li- 
ked and loued, as immediately after the crea- 
tion, hee behelde them, and ſeeing them to 
be good and excellent, euery one in his pro- 
per kinde, he powred downe his fauourable 
leſsing vpon them, euen as the deawe and 
raine falleth vppon the hearbes and flowers 
of the fielde, whereby they ware faire and 
flouiſh. Neither did God oY lay the 
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diſſembler, in pretending loue to all his crea 
tures, whereas hee bated many of them, or 
et is he a changling, to turne his lour into 
but as once hee did, fo alwaics hee 
doth both loue and bleſle the creature which 
hee ſeeth to bee good. et if the creature at 
any time become euill, and bee not asit was 
made by him, but as it hath beene marred/by 
it ſelfe, not bearing any longer his excellent 
and glorious images but ſome other mõſtrous 
ſhape, then it cannot bee loued 2 * 
but muſt incontinently be hated of God. Yer 
God is the ſame that hee wat, and not a whit 
altered, but the creature hath chaunged his 
ce and condition, and is remocued, and 
2 it were tranſplanted out of Gods are 
paradice, in the which it did flouriſh amidſt 
the foure rivers of the bleſsings of God, into 
a wide & wilde deſert, where it being ſchor- 
ched with the burning beames of gods curſe, 
withereth for want of water, and beeing 
cleane dried vppe, is become molt defor- 


med. 
Gent. I could well t loue ſhould 
haue place in God, boch in his nature and in 


his actions, for as hee is the chiefe, and the 


very ſountaine of all goodneſſe, ſo it ſeemeth 

very meet, chat heeſhould extend his 

nellc to all his creatures, by doing good vn- 
8 to 
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but for this affection of hatred, 1 do not ſee 
how ir can ſo well agree to the nature of 
God, it. being by nature euill, and contrarie 
to the loue of God, for the which he is ſo re. 
nowmed: And therefore mee thinkes it were 
better for you, to paſſe ouer in ſilenet this 
head of doctrine, & as it were to ſerape it out 
as a foule blemiſh, which in my minde dis 
graceth this faire picture of Gods nature; 
which you haue ſo carefully draw ne 

Sch. f you graunt the one, you cannot de- 


ny the other, for as Goch is good, ſo hee muſt 


maintaine and vphold his goodneſſè againſt 
euill. By hating and abhotring it, yea by con- 
founding ali the maintainers and vpholders 

of ut For it is as neceſſatie & naturall to God;; 
to abhbrre euill in genorall, and to hate it in 
the particular ſubiects, as it isto him to inclin 

to good, and to loue it in his creatures. 


gem. Vou will haue much ado to perſwae | 


me, that God hatcrh any, . although I con- 
leſſe you make a ſhew of argument to proge: 
it. buĩbefote we argue the matter; I would 
Imame whom, and how God hatet n. 
Sch. Indeed the ſtate of the queſtion would! 
bor agrerd vpon before diſpucation;' and ir 
mayeally be known it ducato mind that 
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ic&, as of the loue, ſo alſo of tho hatred of. 
God, for of all the creatures in the world, tha 
reaſonable onely can be and is euil. The rea- 
fon hereof is, becauſe all other things as they 
were created good, ſo they continue in that 
ſtate of goodneſſe (and in reſpect ofit, are 
in ſome ſort loued of God) although not in 
that degrecof perfection and excellencie, 
God hauing (for the ſin of man) withdra ne 
from them ſome. part of it: But man hath 


clcane forſaken that ſtate and ſtanding wher- 


in he was placed by God, and loſt that good 
neſſe for the which bee was ſo beloued of 
God. Tea not onely fo, but alſo hee hath 
made an exchange of the ſaid goodneſſe, for 
the contrarie naughtineſſe, of knowled e & 
obedience, for ignorance, errour, rebellion 
and contempt, yea of the whole image of 
God, for the vgly ſhape of Sathan, and lo is 
iuſtly become odious to God, to whom be- 
fore he was dearely beloue . 
Cent. Belike man was created in a woorlſe 
eſtate then the reſt of the creatures, for the 
were ſure to continue in the ſtate of the lou 


' of God, and in happineſſe) from the which 


we ſee that man is moſt miſerably fallen, and 
that into p; hatred of god. as you wold haue it. 


I. Icõfeſſe, uh caſe ltideth with him) 


mans 


Ws ATH © 
| is in afarrewoorſeeltate, then any vnreaſo< 
* nablecreature. And that it were farre better 
= > to be a brute beaſt, or a ſenceleſſeſtonegthen 
: a man outof the fauour of God: for who had 
not rather (without any compariſon) with the 
want the ſweete ſenſe of the loue of God(as 
all the rraſonable creatures do, which eyther 
haue no ſence at all, or at the leaſt no ſence 
of God) then to feele the heauic burthen of 
the wrath of God, and would not chuſe, not 
| to bee happic withthem, rather then ro bee 
J miſerable with man. Let if we compare their 
5. > firſt eſtates rogither, we ſhall find that mans 
g eſtate was farre more excellent then theirs, 
in that hee was created in the fruition of all 
pleaſure and happineſſe, of the which their 
natureis not capable. And what though hee 
were created in the poſsibilitie of being mi- 
ſerable, from the which the other creatures 
are exempted? Who would refuſe the offer 
ofriches, honour, fauonr and loue, made by 
his Prince vpon this condition, that if hee 
were found to bee traiterous, rebellious and 
diſloyall, hee ſhould not onely bee depriued 
of all the aforeſaid benefits, but alſo be moſt 
ſhamefully and miſerably tortured and tor- 
mented to death? | 5 

Gent. That is it I looke for, you haue made 
a very good reaſon againſt your ſelfe: for I N 
5 proteſt \ 
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THE NATVRE OF GOD. 16Y 
ptoteſt vnto you, I haue alwaies carried this 
mitide, that I had rather liue in a meane and 
lowe eſtate, from the which one cannot fall, 
hen in the higheſt toppe of flattering For- 
tunes uheele, in the which there is no likli- 

hood that I ſhould continue. And this I may 
be bold to ſay, beeing ſo well backt with the 
authoritie of wiſe Salomon himſelfe, ſaying; 
That a dinner of hearbs with quietneſſe, is better 
then a ſtal. fat oxe with feare and trouble. 

Sch. I amof your minde for that, that he is 
ynwiſe, that will aduenture where hee is like 
to miſcarrie,or that will _ an offer of all 
the pleaſure and happineſſe that can be ima- 


a Or I 


| gined, with a forfaiture of extreame paines 
and miſerie, if hee breake ſuch and ſuch con- 
ditions, which hee knowerh himſelfe vnlike 

to keepe. But I pray you, were the conditi- 
} - ons of mans felicitie ſo many to bee remein- 
{ © bred, or ſo hard to be performed, that in re- 
ſpect of the great danger of falling into eter- 

| nall miſerie (which was the forfaiture if hee 
/ failed) you would refuſe the fruition of Gods 
| Preſence, (& in it of eternall happineſle)and 
Chuſe to be a dead and ſenceleſſe ſtone, which 
hach neyther the poſſeſʒion of pleaſure, nor 
bs le poſsibilitie of paine, rather then an happy 
; % man in ſo tickle aneſtate? who is ſo weake or 
/ intemperare,thar would not for a {mall com- 
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ſand deaths and paines, vpon the abſtaining 
from any one kinde of fruite, hee hawn 
plenty beſides, both for neceſsitie, and alſo 
for pleaſure? _ | 
. Gent, Indeed I muſt needes confeſſe that 
the condition of mans happineſſe in the be- 
inning was ſo eaſie to be kept, that his con- 
Suonal eſtate of happineſſe may be accoun- 
ted as good & ſure, as if it had been abſolute 
without any condition: and therefore 1 will 
eeld vnto you, that the impoſsibilitie of 
8 in the vureaſonable creatures, was 
a farre woorle eſtate then the poſsibilitie of 
miſerie in man, the which (but that wee ſee 
& feele it to be alreadie come to paſſe) might 
well haue becne accounted impoſsible. But 
now to bring you backe againe to the maiter 
in hand, from the which I haue made you 
by my doubting, or rather by obiecting thoſe 
doubtes which came into my minde, ſome- 


what to digreſſe: I do eaſily graunt that no 


ſenceleſſe thing can bee the ſubiect of Gods 
hatred, for that they wanting the power of 
moouing or changing themſe lues, do perſiſt 
(for they could not leaue it) in their naturall 
eſtate of goodneſſe and of the loue of God: 
yet mee thinkes that the brute beaſtes, (the 
which, as I noted before, you graunt to haue 
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tineſſe and peruerſeneſſe of nature, and ſo in 


the hatred of God, as man himſclfe, For I 


cannot thinke that they werę created ſo vio- 


lent, rauenous and bloodthirſtie as wee ſee 
& feel them, being more like helliſh feends, 
then carthly creature: Lea, wee read Gen.. 
5. that God will require the bloud of man at 
the hands of the beaſts which ſhedde it, as we 
know that in many caſes beaſts were by the 
Iudiciall lawe of Moſes condemned and put 
to death. 

Sach. Sometimes you obiect in good ear- 
neſt, as Ieaſily perceiue by you, but now I 


ſiee you ſport and dally: for I am ſure you do 


not thinke that brute beaſts do ſinne againſt 
God, whom they cannot know. I doo not 
think but that rauenous beaſtes were created 
with the ſame weapons, both for offence and 
defence, the which now they vſe in purſuing 
their pray, and alſo in the ſame complexions 
and — 5 which now they haue: bur 
man in his innocencie was protected from 
them, not by the tameneſſe of their natures, 
but by a maieſtie inherent in his perſon, the 
which was of ſufficient. force to amaze and 
controle the vnrulieſt of them. But wee will 
leaue the brute beaſts to their praies, & come 
to mẽ, hõ this dactrine of gods hatred doth 
8 M 2 concerne 
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concerne in reſpectof the ſinſulneſſe of their 
natures, into the which they haue tranſfor- 
med themſe lues from that image of Gods 
holineſſe, wherein they were created. Vet not 
any meaſure of euill is ſufficient to procure 
this perſonall hatred, for then God ſhould 
hate the godly, in whom there are reliques 
of euill, as chere are in the wicked of good, 
but onely raigning and preuailing cuill. It is 
true indeed, that God hateth the leaſt ſinne 
that can be cõmitted or imagined, yea almoſt 
the ſhew of it, and euen the garment ſpotted 
with the fleſh, yet hee hateth not the perſon 
in regard ofit, it beeing ſuppreſſed and kept 
vnder, for godlineſſe is ſtronger in them that 
are ſanctiſied ( thogh imperfectly) & hauin 
duercome ſinne, hath wonne the full — 
df God and his loue. The other thing which 
you deſired to know before you would come 
to the queſtion it ſelfe, was the. manner of 
Gods hatred, the which is twofolde, inward, 
and outward. The firſt is the true maner of 
it: che other is the ſencible declaration of the 
inward, & is indeed the effect of it, a: amogſt 
men, out ward harme is a ſigne and alſo an ef. 
fect of inward hatred. Now for this inward 
maner of fauor in God, we are not to imagine 
any boy ling affections of anger, or any inue- 
terate ill will towards any — ay — 
mp O 
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know it to be the generall and crernall anti- 
ie and contrinetie of his nature, y hich is 
abſolute puritic, goodneſſe and holineſſe, to 
the pollution and naughtineſſe of finne pre- 
uailing in man: foras God doth approoue, 
loue and embrace his owne nature, as the ab- 
ſolute perfection of goodneſle, yea and the 
very image or lileneſſe of the ſaid goodneſſe, 
eyther created or reſtored in man, ſo he can- 
not but miſlike and abhorre whatſocuer is 
contrarie vnto it. Then followeth the out- 
ward manner, whictristhe effect and decla- 
ration of the inward hatred by bringing or 
doing euill to the perſon thus polluted with 
ſinne, from whom God hauing once turned 
away his face and fauour, it cannot bee, but 
that all maner of euils, as it were whole leg» 
ons of diuels ſhould inuade him, as finding 
him not onely out of Gods protection, as a 
traitor & rebell, but alſo by gods iuſt iudge 
ment appointed to many kinds of moſt fear- 
full iudgements. Gent. Now I pray you let 
me aſke you a queſtion: are e according to 
Gods example, to hate wicked perſons, or ra- 
ther (if it be vnmeete to make our ſelues pre- 
ſidents for god to follow) is it not moſt true, 
; he doth not hate Þ wicked, but doth rather 
as he willeth vs to do, loue their perſons, and 
hate onely the ſinnes of men. For although 
; + ny our 
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our duties do not belong to God, yet by that 
which he commaundeth, Wee may gather 
what his nature is, for that all his commande- 
ments are iuſt, pure and agreeable to his na- 
ture. Yea to vrge this reaſona little further, 
wee haue the expteſſe commaundement of 
Chriſt, Math. 5. 44. 45, To tone and todo good 
to our enemies, euen as God doth both to the iuſt 
and ro the uninſt. 

Sch. Wee are not yet come to ſpeake of 


humane affe&tions, yet this I ſay, that by this 


queſtion you do plainly ſhewe, what maketh 
this doctrine of Gods hatred ſeem ſo ſtrange 
and bee ſo harſn in your cares, namely be- 
cauſe hatred amongſt men is ſo corrupt a 
thing, bringing with it ſo many euils & miſe 
chiefes. But we muſt not meaſure God by 
man, nor the one kinde of hatred by the o- 
ther: for God hateth firſt by deteſting ſinne, 
and then by puniſhing the rebellion of him 
that hath committed it. | 

Gent. Belike you make this hatred onely 
the execution of iuſticedape by God, as by a 
righteous iudge vpon male factors, or as by a 
ſoueraigne king vp Apen rebelles, and 
fa a ſuppoſed hatrediſor that hee that inflic- 
teth puniſhment, ſeemeth to hate, as it is I, 
Cor. 4.21. Shall I come to yon with a rod, or in 
dune, aud if it bee ſo, me thinkes it were bet- 
ter 
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ter to call it iuſtice then hacred;the one'word 
ſignifying a moſt corrupt, the other a moſt 


commendable thing. ä 


Sch. The outward and actuall manner of 
Gods hatred, which is by doing euill ro the 
ſinfull perſon, being in nothing diſagreeing 
from the rule of iuſtice, may not vnfitly bee 
ſo called, yet we need not feare to aſcribe ha- 
— and —— both of ſin in — 

alſo of the particular perſons pollute 

wich it, nn — ſo often in 
ſcripture taken them vnto himſelfe. Other- 
wiſe if wee take hatred as it is vſually in and 
among men, then man is freed from all ha- 
tred of God, both by the goodneſſe of Gods 
nature, the which canneyther will nor doo 
euill to his creatures, but onely ſo farre forth 
as is needfull for the ſatiſfy ing of his iuſtice, 
and manifeſting of his glorie, and alſo by the 
baſeneſſe of his owne nature and eſtate, for 
what is man(a worme rather then a man)thar 
god ſhould hate: the leaſt ſparkof whoſe an. 

er is of force toconſume to nothing a thou- 

nd worlds: , 


| Sect. 5 
Ike vnto the aforeſaid affectiõs, are pleas 
ſance & anger, the which alſo are often 
in ſcapture atributed to god, yet in truth 
M 4 thee 
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they haue no place in his nature, but onely 
are as reſemblances borrowed from man to 
declare the actions of God. The former doth 
better agree, and may more fit hy bee attri- 
buted to God then the other, for it is an eſ- 
ſentiall thing in God, to like or miſlike as 
things are good or euill. But as it is vſually 
taken for a ſuddaine & temporarie content; 
ment or reſt of Gods will, hauing beene be- 
fore ſtirred vp and movucd to anger, id this 
ſenſe, God cannot be properly ſaid to be ey- 
ther pleaſed or appeaſed, for hee was neuer 
diſpleaſed, it being impoſbible that any thing 
proceeding frõ any creature (or indeed from 
himſelf) ſnuld worke any change or alterati- 
on in him. Likewiſe for anger, thogh it be in 
infinit places of ſcripture attributed to God, 
yet that he cannot by any meanes be prouo- 
ked vnto it. Onely hereby is ment, firſt, for 
the nature of God, thatas he liketh and ap- 
prooueth the obedience and puritie of t 

godly, ſo hee miſliketh the impuritic of the 
wicked as greatly, as men doo thoſe things 


whereat they are inflamed to anger, which is 


a certaine ſigne of diſcefitentment. And ſe- 
condly, for the outward and ſenſible actions 
of God, that hee vſethas great ſeueritie (yet 
not paſsing pᷣ limits of iuſtice)as me do being 
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angrie, who vſually are rather too — 
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and the boundes of moderation inthis 
behalfe: yea if we ſuppoſe. (the which wee 
need not, it beeing ſo common a thing ) the 
moſt outragious blaſphemies and horrible 
villanies which can be ny — 
mitted by men, yet God is not y pro- 
uolced to anger, or any whit — ok | 
wiſe then he was before. He doth indeed ab- 
horre ſinne, and puniſh ſinners as they dode- 
ſerue, bur not incholler, or any violent paſsi- 
on, but by the eſſentiall and eternall motion, 
or rather immoueable act of his will, ſo affec · 
ted to theſe obiects, as they doo eythet agree 
or diſagree from his diuine nature: and ther · 
fore this affection in God may more fitly be 
termed hatred,ic being ſo conſtant and inuete- 
rate: to wit, eternall, not a ſudden and mo- 
mentanie anger. Thus God ſaith, Exod 23. 
IO. Let me alone aud I will be angry at this peo- 

ple and conſume tham: that is, I will conſume 
them as if I were angry: but if this affection 
of anger had bene trulyſtirred vp in God, he 
would haue ſaid Iam angry, not, Iwill be an- 
gry. Like wiſe for joy & ſorrow theſe affecti- 

ons alſo are attributed to God in ſcripture : 

yet no man is ſo ſimple, as to thinlce that they 

do belong to God in truth: for nothing can 

happen to him eyther profitable or vnprofi- 

table, notlung * pleaſant or vnpleaſant: 

| l 5 or 
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or rather nothing, but that which isnotplea- 
ſane vnto him. becauſe nothing can bee done 
againſt his will. But as for pittie and compaſ- 

ion, wlüch is a ſorrow and greeuous ſenſe of 
the miſeriqf an other, that the ſcripture 
doth ſo earneſtly aſeribe to God, and God in 
ſcripture ſo carefully challenge to himſelfe, 
— his cheefe glory doth conſiſt, 
that it may ſeeme very hard and not to bee 
admitted, that ſuch great matters ſhould bee 
turned into ſniadowes and reſemblances. For 
ſo we reade, Exod.3 3. Ig. That when as God 
Vvouldat the earneſt ſure of Moyſes ſer forth 

himſelſe and his nature in his gteateſt glory; 
hes 2— _ by this "ow * 
aying, I ws e all my good to go e 
—— Iwill — — abe Tore 
before thee, to wit, Iwill haue mercie on whom 
Iwill haue mercit,aud I will ſhew compaſſion, to 
whom I will ſhew compaſſion. . And without 
queſtion , if any humane affeftion may bee 
truly ſaid to bee in God, it is thisof pittie,the 
which of all other is moſt excellent and 
commendable, proper to gentle, noble 
and royall mindes , as nothing is ſo baſe 
2 ſauage, as is vnmercifulneſſe and cru- 

de. | 


But the truth is, that there are no man- 
ner of paſuons in God, his nature beeing im- 
| | I Palsible 
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paſcible : onely by the pittie of God in ſcrip- 
= is ment, that God as hee is infinitly and 
onely good, yea the fountaine'of all good- 
neſſe, ſo he is moſt prone and ready to impart 
and extend the ſame to all his creatures, eſ 
cially vntothoſe which being miſerable, bs 
ſtand in greateſt need of his helpe and com- 
fort, | 
This may be plainely ſcene in thoſe iu- 
diciall lawes,which hee gaue to his people by 
Aloſes, wherein it may worthely bee noted 
how carefull the Lord is for the helping and 
releeuing of all thoſe which are any way 
diſtreſſed , as namely the poore, the wi- 
dowe, the orphane, and the ſtraunger , that 
men ſhould not onely take heede of iniury- 
ing them any way, (for faith he, Exod. 2 2. 27 
— thou bee cruell in oppreſſing thy 
ore brother, yet I n pitifull and canndt 
abide it, but will puniſſ thee for it) but alſo 
be carefull to releeue them with the crop and 
vintage of the ſeuenth yeare, and by leauin 
them ſome gleanings in the yearely harueſt, 
by letting themfree out of bondage at the ſe- 
uenth yeare. Vea this compaſſion of the Lord 
extendeth it ſelfe euento the brute beaſt, and 
therefore he commanded, that they ſhuld not 
e 
ee days 
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day, that the ſeuenth yeares crop ſhould bee 


left for them in part, "that the young Kid 


ſhould not be ſod in the mothers milke , nor 

the damme taken in the neaſt with the yong 

birdes : and ſo in many other particulars, we 

cannot but ſee in reading theſe lawes, what 

t care and compaſsion God had ouer all 

is creatures, which were in miſerie, or any 
way diſtreſſed. 


CHAP. V. 
Of the attributes of God. called bis vertuss. 
Set, I. 


— FX] Ou will not, mee 


* but what ſay you 
to conſtant habits of good, as iuſtice, good- 
neſſe, and ſuch other excellent vertues? will 
you exclude theſe alſa out of the nature of 


| God, or admit them onely in name andin - 


ſhew as you do the affections? 6 
; | Sc B. The le 


= — — — . — — 
ture o alſoprimare- 
ly,as kg 244 fountaine, from 

the Which „ they are deriued to the crea- 

rures, 

Gent, T pray you declare them in parti» 
cular. 

Sch, It is more meete if not needfull o 
| breake off our conference for this time: I dae 
ſay, I haue earied you with ſpeaking ſo long 
of one matter. 

Sent. Of one matter?cal you this one matter? 
nay it is all in all. Alas god helpe vs if one af- 
| ö cõference of God do make vs wea- 
this being the onely leſſon, in the lear- 
— all that hope to bee in Gods 
kingdome, muſt make account to ſpend, not 
houres,daies,years or ages, but eternities, that 


Pann Pr ERR es and willdeuer bee 
784. Ttis ume ther youſay: » yet you ſee 


pur weakenellc r wanteed oone 
wearied and cloyed with hearing ſtillof one 
matter, althogh it concerne vs neuer ſo much, 
ae ifiebe cher rudely andrawhyhand- 


Cent. webmiles dn: yau;there3s | 
2 a9 


ö 174 EE E e „ 
no ſuch matter, and ( but that Lhope to haut 
your company to morrowe and the nexr 
day alſo) I ſhould wiſh (the which I chinke 
fewe trauellers do) to haue the way lengthe- 
nedd and that we had many houres riding to 
our lodging. as now we haue not aboue one. N 
But if your ſelfe be wearie of ſpeaking and of 
my vnskilfull queſtioning with you of this, 
and that, you may be the ſhorter : and I will 
promiſe you not to ttuuble you with any 
moe queſtions , but to ſuffer you to ſpeake 
and to holde your peace at your one plea- 
ſure, | | 
Seb. Your queſtioninghath bene no trou- 
ble but a great eaſe and profit ro me, will (if 
there be no remedie) ſhew you breefely the 
nature ofſomeofthis lind of attributes, which | 
may not vnfitly bee called the vertues of 
God. You may by them gather the nature of 
the reſt. * e 
. Gent. I pray you do ſo: Iwould be loath we 
ſhuld leaue this daies conference imperfect: 
but make an end of it once in, & tht᷑̃ I wil ay, 
that we haue made, a good daies worke ofit. 
Sch. I wiſh wee had many Gentlemen f 
your minde, ſo deſirous of knowledge, eſpe- | 
4 cially of the knowledge of God': wee may 
A well wiſhit,but it were folly ro think it, and in 
4 Nine to hopeit; but to the matters | 
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Youknow thatthoſe good and commenda- 
ble diſpoſitions of the minde,which are com- 
monly called morall vertues , are of two - 
ſortes,whereofthe one looketh inwardly to- 
wars our ſelues, the other outwardly toward 
others. rat 
. he firſt kinde conſiſteth in the mode» 
ration of the deſire and vſe of worldly plea- 
ſures, as of meat e, drinlce, eaſe, paſtime, riches, 
honour, and whatſoeuer elſe is pleaſant in the 
life of man. | 5 
Theſe vertues are not to bee attributed to 
GO D, becauſe his nature is not capable of 
theſe pleaſures. He indeed liueth or rather 
exiſteth in the perfection of pleaſure, for 
hee doth continually and eternally delight 
and reioyce in himſelfe and in no other thing 
(in compariſon , as no other thing is to bee 
compared to him in goodneſſe) for al- 
though hee take pleaſure in the goodnelle 
of his creatnres,whereby they reſemble him, 
as intheir knowledge wiſdome, puritie, bew- 
and hatſoeuer elſe is good inthem,yer all 
is ing tothat infinit goodneſſe which 


is reſident in imſelſe, affoordiug vnto him 


Matter of vnſpeakeable pleaſure, the which is 
not to be limitted within the bounds of any 


vertues, for it cannot haue either defect, mo- 


deration or exceſſe: and af for n | 
. ng 


\ r 
* : . = 
. ” , . „ 
F D. 2" 
1 . » 9 
— 
#4, 
A 4 


<4 n 
e 
4 SAD WG" 2 5 gd 4 : * 
s W 27 N POW I * ES 5 8 * 7 2 9 > WY _ 
A = * * * 


JEL 54% * 


3 N een W N . \ 6 n 
2 BENS Mus ar. 1 ; 
WY 6 a * # R * N * * * "mA | 5 : 
ns, 1 * s , 


And what maruellisit 
from theſe vertues , nie 
are the obiects ofthem, when as the Angels, 


ich are ereatures, are not ſubiet᷑t vnto the: 
for they cannot be ſaid to bee ey ther tempe· 


rate in regard of meate and drinke, or conti- 
nent in reſpet᷑t of bodely pleaſures, for that 
their nature is not capable of thoſe pleaſures, 
no more then are trees or ſenceleſſe ſtones. 
Tet theit nature is capable both of vertue 
and alſo of vice: for as by vertue ſome ot 


them ſtand in happmeſſe: ſo by vice many of 


them fell into miſerie: to wit, through ambi- 


don as it in thought, for deſiting to be higher, 


they became lower then they were created. 
T his vice{as alſo the vertue of it, which being 


but the moderation ofit, muſt needs be of the 


fame kinde with the vice) is incident into all 
excellent natures: as wee knowe —_— 
nature doth defirc to increaſe in that good, 
wheremih it is already endued: yea the more 
ithath of it;the more it doth deſire, becauſe it 
feeleth ſo much the more the ſweetneſſe of 
it, and fo we ſee it to come to paſſe, that none 
are ſo deſirous of riches, as is the richeſt j of 


knowiedge, as are the beſt learned: and ofex | 


cellencie: as thoſe that ate alreadie moſt ex 
cellent, euen as chi fire the pureſt of all the c 
jemenes; dothr neuer reſt, till be n 
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che reſt, and che higheſt place of 
Ten is the vermie which is care of credit arid 
honour , and alſo the excecdiig cxtreame, 
| which is achbicion, ſo alſo humilmie (which 
E may ſeeme to bethe lower eꝛetreame, but is in 
| — higheſt and moſt excellent vertue) 
| may be molt plainely ſhewed, and fully ex 
| meiſed in that nature which is moſt excel- 
I tent. Foras none can haue ſo great a fall, as 
—— higheſt place , ſo none can 
reat hunnlitie, a5 einde 
bv ecauſe none candebaſe lumſelfe ſo 
| far,as hethar ON AY rs 2711 
by it may begarhered , that 3 
cannot be gad to bee ambrious. in. def iring 
| | reater honour tien is due vnto him: for that 
e hath by right, all honour that can bee ey- 
thet had or deſired, yet we may truly ſay that 
he may haue both the greateſt humilitie in 
lay ing aſide the greateſt excellencie, and alſo 
a due care of credit and of maintaining his 
iuſt 2 againſt al . 


2: Phat the ſcriprure teacher wischt God 
3 it not onely carefull, but even curious, as wee 
may ſayand u ix ſelſe ſaith, icalousof hit ho- 
> — whichhe cannot abide that it ſhuld 
bee any touched or impared , as hee doth 
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5. 
cheneallvathallcheir 
3797 — as haue 

molt impiouſiy, yet more fooliſhly ſought to 
or part icipate it. 

Thus were the aſpyring fpirir throwne 
from heauen into the place and pit of datke- 
neſſe, to the which man alſo — in the 
{ame ſteps of ſacrilegious pride) jwas (cnt out 
ofparadiſe to beare them c Thus were 
the vaineglorious builders ofthe Tower of 
Babel ded in al their deuiſes, and thus 
the Lord ſſewe 30000. of the preſum 
Betiiſemites, who by locing into the Arke 
brought the — preſence of God into 

contempt. Thus he made proude Nabuchads 
neſar, who thought that hee might with che 
nnieſtie of his perſon and Pallace ourface 
the ſunne in heauen, yea God himſelf, whole 
glory filleth both heauen & earth, to become 
⁊s a ſilly and miſerable beaſt: and thus he con. 
forinded Herode by a filthy diſeaſe that toolce 
to himſclfe the glorious tytle of God, which 
the ple aſcribed vnto him. Nei- 
ther need we maruell, that is ſo carefull 
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miniſhed, the co 
ſtreames the fountaine being troubled) mult 
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tend to thisone end, 
nen their whole forces to maintaine 
wphold:che glory of God as of the hig 


and greateſt good, euen as we ſee loyall ſub- 
iects to endeauor nothing ſo much as to main- 
taine — maieſtie and honor of rod harp 
as we read, Rom, 11.36. Of him, ly hindjand for 
him are all things, to him be far 4/2 exer. For 
if God ſhould ſuffer any falſe or ſained God, 
any manor Angell co vſurpe any toyall pre- 
rogatiue belonging to —— , and ſo 
himſelfe to be 7 and his maieſtie di- 

| ion of all things(as of the 


of neceisitie follow. And yet god is not fo de- 
ſirous of aduancing his name and glory, but 
that he can on the other ſide debaſe himſeltes 


when hee thinketh meete as beeing endued 


with humilitic in as gteat, or rather in grea- 
ter meaſure. | 
Gent.methinks,that humilitie doth not well 
agree with the natureof God, and that there 
is ſmall vſe of humiliation in his doings. 
Sch. As God doth aduance others becing 
humble, ſo he doth by his humilitie, not de⸗ 
baſe, but honour and magnific himlelfe : for 
as wee ſee it to come to paſſe in Princes 


and other great perſonages, that tivthios 
deth — — l and 


ala, N23  &xtolled 
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ectolled, ſo much as doth their gentle and ſi · 
miliar behauiour with their ſubiects and inſe- 
riours : ſo God is exalted in his humilitie, 
and made moſt glorious init. Pſal. i 13. The 
Lordis abone all Nations, and his glory aboue 
the heauent, who is like vnto our God, that h. 
ring his habitation in the higheſt heanen , doth 
debaſe himſelfe to behold things on earth? Yea 
not onely to behold them a farre off, buralſo 
to haue a hand and a part in them. Princes 
do not vſe to conuerſe muck with their ſub- 
iects, but that any of them ſhould ſo farre de? 
baſe hirmſelfe, as to take vpon him the condi- 
tion of a ſubiect, and to ſuffer his owne ſub- 
ics, to rule and inſult ouer him, yea to vſe 
him deſpightefully and contumeliouſly, that 
is a thing neuer heard of neither ſuppoſed to 
be poſsible to be brought to paſſe, but that 
they wold rather looſe both their kingdomes 
and their lives , then ſuffer ſuch a diſgrace e- 
ſpecially at the hands ef their ſubiects. But 
God the King of Kings did leaue his Throne 
1 „and made one litle 
Caue or hole of the earth (all which before 
was but his footeſtoole) his chayre of eſtate: 
yea he tooke to himſelſe the forme of weake 
and fraile man, not of a Lord or King, but of a 
baſe ſeruant, yea of a vile and loathſome fin 
ner : hee ſuffered himſelfe to be taunted and 
| reuiled, 
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reuiled, yea which is the greateſt diſgrace in 


the world) to bee ſpit on, as a moſt vile and 
filthy thing: who can imagine, mult leſſe al- 


leadge an exainple of fo great humilitie : yet 
herein God 5 ? 

This one inſtance of his extreame humi- 
lation, maketh it noedleſſe to alleadge his fas 
miliar conuerſing with men heere one earth, 
his familiar conferring wih Moſes face to 
face, as one friend doth with another: his an- 
ſwering them to all their demaundds, as it were 


coming at their call, whereof wee haue ma- 


ny examples in the ſcripture, as namely in A. 
brabam, pleading fo hard for Sodom and in 
the ſtory of Darid, 1.Sam.2 9.8, who there aſ- 
keth one queſtion after an other of God a+ 
bout his worldly affaires, as if he had bene ad- 
uiſing with ſome familiar friend : but that 
one example of his vnſpeakeable humiltie 
ſhewedin his incarnation, and in ſuffering all 
the miſeries of our life, and in the ende, 
that moſt ſhamefull death , is fo nota» 
ble, that it can neuer bee ſufficiearly admi- 


9 


N 3 Set, 2. 


Sea. 2, „ 


Heſe two onely which haue bene do · 
clare d, of all thoſe vertues which con: 
I cerne our ſelues, ate attributed to god: 
but of thoſe which tend and reach to others; 
many may very fitly and truly beafcribed vn+ 
to him, to ſhew the manner of his dealing 
with men, as namely iuſtice in recompecing; 
indulgence inforbearing,fairhfulneſle in per- 
forming promiſes, and goodneſſe in dooing 
d to men. For the firſt, namely iuſtice, it 
goth belong vnto God, in reſpect of that ſo⸗ 
ueraigne aut horitie, which he hath ouer al the 
creature; in the world, as well Princes as ſub- 
jects, as well men as Angels, hee beeing by 
vertue of the creation , wherein hee made 
them all of nought, their moſt naturall King, 
and the orely abſolute Monarch of the 
world: all other Kings and Rulers whatſoc+ 
yer, being but his ſubſtitutes and vicegerents, 
holding their Crownes and Kingdomes of 
him, as uaſſalles of theirliege Lord and mai- 
ſter: and ruling by him, from him, and in his 
name gad ſteed, yea and by his lawes. For 
howſoeuer God haue permitted the order 
of their ſubiects in great part to their 
and diſcretion, yet he hath giuen and ez 
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carer i mach reſtraine vicebya | 
and puniſh offences committed by dus 
. — — 
o ben war rr gp | 

the —— ame way of good ſubiects 
* 


4 — ory — 
— place as well as i e 


ſerued puniſhment offenders ; ſo is the 
iuſtice of God, whereby he adminiſtreth 
the Kingdome or Common wealth of the 
world, of two vgs the one in Pen the o- 
ther in Premwo ; the one in due 

the other in meete rewards. For hn 
the lawes which concerne the puniſhing of 
ſin are not many for they are but one, giuen 
to all mankind in the perſonof Adam, Gen. 3, 
* 1 —— 


e 3 
again as wellfor t 25 
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ofthaterernall death — which ahi 
dethinthe word to come. Anil that mn ſiuid 
know and acknowledge, that thaſe temporal 


euilles come from God a puuiſtimenta of 


their ſinnes, hee doth viſually. pumiſſi chem in 
the ſame kind wherein they haue ſi 
rhe lkenefſewhich the puniſhment'hach 
_ the finne, iy © Gs e the ſonno 
that father, and t tre e, Jen. 2 
Ty. Becax/e thou haſl eaten; 12 e 
fru . thou ſhalt all the denesofrii life carrin 
teilt aul in the ſweat of thy brewed )i And Gen. 
a0. . Ihe Lord had ſhut ei ali the worber in 
the hauſt if e Abrs 


hams fe. Andlud, 1:7, And Adombezek 


aid, ſenemtie Kang: baning-the (humbes of their 
bans wnd of ther feet cut — 9 gathered wander 
wy mbc, ras { bawe done, foGoahath rewarded 
me. 2 Cen. 12 1:Afrerihas ctherwaorkdwold 
the wifedame of Gaid knowe: God , it 

2 God as a iuſt — = 
neſſe of preaching, to e beleeners 

ich actions of God,as wel in his 
2 i — to ria 
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phemie to ſpeake.thecontratiezand yet rotel 
You plainly, I haue been moretroub] ledwith 
yas apa wy of Gadsjultice,then 
in any other and for troubling and hin. 


dering you in your courſe, I would declare 
eee to bee more fully re- 


> Sob, 1 — dull not hinder but — 
mee. Lill willagly doo cy. beſt to ſatiffie 


you-: 

Cine haveofien thooghr neg. 

ol bening this doctrine, that the nt 
dus vnto thaleaſt ſinne, is by the inſtice of 
eternal death, that ſome Atheiſts might 
yof Gods lawes, as it was ſaide of Draces 
laws gjus tothe Athenisns,v they were write 
ten wh * — wold accuſe 2 — 
for inffiictingſo great or re endles 
dee wall ſinnes, 
n thoſe which m/ ho doubted whi- 

ther they be fins or nqzas namely to let paſſe 
the inward thoughts and deſites, (the Thich 


 a'though they bes actuall. yet they are in the 


laweſt: degree of act that can ber) originall 
ſinne in i „ the whichis ey cher aliemum, 


30 another mans, and therefore not iuſtly impu- 
tedtothẽ, or if you take it as it is inherent in 


eee to ſinne 
1 N 5 not 
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not finneindeedandin a8. Befides 
ſhould wee thinke thiat ſo gretuous —_ 
ment as is eternal dearh, can wears: 
ercamerigor bee inflited vpon many thou 
Gands of men, thar did neuer heare tell of god 
or of — word, eyther in the l we or in the 
— — as are thoſe pbote Indjans, which 
aue in this laft age beene diſcoucred,whoni 
in all reafon ineumuble ignorance ſhould ex- 
cule, howſoeuer wilfy!lignorance bee made 
damnable.Theſe doubts and diuers otlier, 
wherewith I will not trouble you, haue often 


runne in my minde, yet I doubrnotbur-thae - 


Godisiaſtin all actions, or rather I doubt 
whither God can bee ſaid to be vuiuſt, what- 
ſoeuer hee doch to his creatures, y ea though 
he ſnauld inflict exctreame puniſhment vpon 
themoſt rihteous man in the world, for 

hath abſolute power ouertheall, as the pot. 


ter hathof his claye to diſpoſe pfit as hee hiſt 
himſelfe, and wee know; thavieis laufull for 


a man to dats his owne wharke will 

Seb. Lam notof your opinion, or rather that 
opinion du name, that it were not in- 
iuſtice in Godyto puniſh a righteous man al- 
togither voyde oflin: fonnot to allaadge the 
promiſe and couenant of life, which god hath 
made to man beeing . but to ſup · 


Polt dur God hai not hinſclſebya 


vy 


kichpromile; — — God 
over his crantater; will bee a warrant 
vnto him, not onely — — them ac. 
cording to his onn e, but ouen to con- 
ſume ths al to naught;as in the beginning he 
made them allofnaughe, but yet not to in- 
flict extream puniſhments where there is no 
ſinne: for ſo ſhould doo that which is 
contrarie to his owne nature, the which doth 


neceſſarely incline it ſelfe towards the good: . 


neſſe of the creature, by doing toit nor euill 
but good, and therefore hee ſhould doo 
euill and that vvluch is vniuſt, or rather hee 
Thould do that, which it is impoſtible for him 
zo do. But as touching your obiectiõs againſt 


the iuſtice of God, I anſwere, ihat wee muſt 


not thinke ſinnes committed againſt God to 
be ſo ſmall, as they ſeeme in themſelues and 
when they are comtnitted againſt men : for 
the greatneſſe ofthe maieſtie of god make: h 
the leaſt ſinne to bee moſt hainous, euen as 
wee knowe that the leaſt indecent behauiour 
towards a Prince, is thought woorthie to bee 
puniſhed with death: and not onely outward 
&actuall rebelliõs, but alſo the very thoghts 
aud purpoſes of the mind tending to treaſon, 
are accounted moſt hainous crimes, yea ſo 
bainous,as for them not onely the offendant 


bimſelfe, but alſo all his pofterigie for euer are 


thought wortlüe to be depriued ofall choſe 
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— — ies; whatſocuer t 
did enioy hibtralicie of the — 
yet within his dominions Met wee nerd not 
ſay, hat God doth puniſn infant for Adam: 
ſinne, for they haue in clues ſufficient 
——— their whole CS 
ing actually cui in reſpect of Þ image 
of God, — — woorthe 
loathed atid abhorred of God. As for the in- 
fidels which: haue not the word of God, 
whereby to-learne and know God, you may 
remember ham the Apoſtle Rom. I. in tho 
latter part or halfof the chapter, doth plain» 
— that they do wilfully ſinne againſt 
— nature ſhining in the creatures, 
yea that they do obſtinately contemne god, 
whom they mi, ht learn onrofthe creatures, 
tobemoſt maieſticall & woorthic, to whom 
all obediente, honor and thankſulnes ſhould 
beperformed. And laſtly;Ifay that as nomie 
in this world can charge God with ctueltie, 
ſo in the world to coma, the wicked them- 
ſelues ſhal cõfeſſe al their puniſhments to be 
moſt iuſt. Gem. What ſay you thẽ, to the that 
accuſe god af uuſtice, in reſpect of his parti» 
aldealing with men, in that he reie cteth and 
condemneth ſome to eternall death, and yet 
clecte th and ſpareth others, who are cuery 
way as ſinfull, and as vawoithie of fauour? 
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Ich. Iam ſure yum ill norcaſl cha Prince 
ueth life ro ſome maleſactors, for a teſtimo- 
nie of his goodneſſe and clementir al 
hee ſuffet ot hers to bee put to death for the 
ſame offence: no tnoreis God vniuſt imſa- 
uing ſome from etornall death, the which the 
reſt are to ſuffer, and which allof vs do moſt 
juſtly deſerue. Lea i we do conſider the ma- 


ner and the meanes , by the which God doth 


ſaue theſe his elect from The death which 
they deſerue, we ſhall bee farre ynough off, 
from:imaginingany parriall dealing in bim. 
For howlocuer hee did fully determine and 
molt earneſtly deſire, to ſaue ſome frometer- 
nall death, yet his iuſtice would not in any 
caſe ſuffer that to be done, vnleſſe and vntill 
the death and puniſhment. due vnto tbicir 
ſinnes, were fully ſuffered by ſome: other in 
their behalfe. W herofit came, that (no crea - 
ture beeing able to ſuſtaine it) God bim 
ſelfe was faine to do it, and fo did de baſe him 
ſelf to a ſhamefull death, the which hat was 
ir elſe hut the conſuſidn of all thing: „ thar 
God ſhould lay aſide his glorie & tmaieſtie, 
to ſuffer ſname & ignom inie? and yer al this 
hee did — — would _ 
mit no partiall dealing. Yea ſo great is 
iuſtice of God, that it cannot bee per 
Nl. y 
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his eleft; beeing now both redeemed by the 
death of Chriſt, & alſo ſanftified by bis on 
ſpirit, but that hee doth ſtill lay vpon them 
eeuous puniſhments for thoſe ſins, where. 

y they do diſpleaſe and diſhonour him. T. 
Pet. 4. 17. | The time is come that indgement 
Hall beginne at the hone of God, and if it do be. 
gone with vs, where ſpall the wicked appeare, 
that is, he will befarre leſſe partiall and more 
ſeuere with them? For ſim is as ſeed caſt into 
the ground, which multiplyeth it ſelſe, and 
commeth foorth with aduantage to the fo 
wer, yea hee bee other wiſe a godly 
and iuſt man. Thus God dealt with Daxid; 
a man according to his owne heart, repaying 
him the iniuries done to Vriah, from whom 
hee tooke both his wife, and alſo his life, in 
full yea in ouerrunning meaſure, making his 
owne ſon to take from him his wiues,crownz 
kingdome, children, and well nigh his life 
alſo. Vea this aduantage ox ouerplus, which 
Daud receiued at the hand: of Godbeſidet 


the principal is noted 2, Saw. 12. 12. Thos 
44 Ul fel ſecreth,but Iwill pay the beſore all 
Iſraell, euen in the face of the ſunne. = 
Gent. Doo you call this ĩuſtice, or is it not 
rather iniuſtice, to make the faithfull beare 


in theic the puni oftheir 
80 ic own perſonst 1 
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5 — queſtion,char Godbrin- 


man 
poly manic reat — y any of 
— vr d: — not on- 
ly for their c ment and amendement, 
which — — of their 
but allo euen forthis end, to make them te- 
ſtimonies and examples of his ſeueritie, iu- 
ſtices and caling, for hee doth of · 
ten puniſh them in their —.— after their 
death: as he did EA his neg — — 
ręcting the miſdemeanor of his ſonnes, & the 
idolarric of Se/omon, by taking away ten of 
the twelue tribes from his ſucceſſours. Yer 
there is a difference berwixt their ſuffering, 
and the ſuffering of Chriſt, who did ſuffer for 
this end, to Gods juſtice for the ſins 
of the ele, _— they cannot do either 
in whole or in part: for if they were put to 
fGriſhe Gods iuſtice but for the leaſt ot their 
ſinnes, they ſhould ſuffer not onely * 
rally, but alſo cternally, and ſo thould 
burChriſt onely — the latilcacton. 
m of Gods 2 
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Vt wee may not Ray any longer:in'thi 
pattofhisiuftice, wee nuſt cow briefly 
conſider the other, to wit, the renner a- 
tine iuſtice, by che which hee rewardeth che 
| eſſe ol his reaſorablexreatures. 2 
- Gent. You need not be long in this point, 
for I thinke there is ſnath vie ofit : nbt bũt 
that God is moſt bouniful}-m rewarding 
thoſe that do deſerue, but for that none(ex- 
cept the Angels) doo or can deſerue any re- 
ward at the hands of god, for theit obedience 
and good, being imperſect aud polluted with 
ſinne, are ſo farre from 1 
that they cannot poſsibly ſtand e the 
ſeate of Godsiultice and judgement, but ate 
reiected as ſilthie menſtruous clouies, as the 
ſeripture ſpeaketh. 1 2711 
Sch. Lou ſay true, that according to the 
ſtrickt rigor of Gods law and iuſtice, our beſt 
works are fo far from deſeruing reward, that 
they deſerue eternall death, there is 2 
tune and vſe as for the rigor, ſo alſo for the 
mitigation of Gods iuſtice, im the which it 
pleaſeth God of his mercie and goodnelle to 
e otter & ouerſee the imperſections and 
| ſſe ofmans obedience and * 


— 
* 


7 eee bs — 
and: -protnjſcinword to perforſ 
8 raphy wks rewards, as he ſeerh moſt. 
mecte; and that not onely to the godly, bat 
euento the wicked. For the fiſſt, the retribu⸗ 
tion of good to the o hath place both in 
this lifeunchalſo in rhe life to come. Not that * 
God doth abwaies reward the godly with te 
porall benefits, for that is not alwaies godd 
for them for their eternall ſaluation, ih res 
| ſpe whereof god ſeeth it often to be needs 
| 2 that they ſhould lhiue, yea and end thei? 
daies alſo vnder the crofſe in greeuous afflics 
tions: yet this temporal rettibutionis neuer 
wholly wanting, but is. found if not at one 
time, yet at another; if not in their life time 
aud in their otvne perſons, yet in their graues, 
and in theit childers children, euen to the 
thouſant generation : it not ſo fully as fleſh 
and blond defire; yer ſo that they may plain- 
ly acknowledge the goodneſſe & rewarding 
hand of God. Thus God promiſeth at large; 
Deir. 29. that they which fearc and obey 
him, ſhall even be compaſſed about with all 
maner of bleſsiaꝑs, that euery thing p belonl 
gech vnto them, and that the ytake i hand, 
thall proſper and haue good ſueceſſe, axthe 
Apoſtibwneſſeth, 1. Tim. 4. $. That godh- 
neſſe is profitable in all roſpetti, hauing the pro- 
me bothoof this hife, and of the life gy: 
Lol O Chri 
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Chriſt himſelfe Nauch. Ig. 29. Hee that fore 
faketh any worldly thing for my ſaks and the goſa 
gels , ſpall both inherit eternall life, and alſo re- 
ceiue an hunurril folile exen' inthis bife, Thus 
God did fromone generation to another, & 
thus hee will doo euen vnto the ende of the 
world, both remember and alſo recompence 
the godlineſſe of his ſeruants, Abraham, Da- 
nid and others ; and thus he made a couenant 
with Phinees, inregatd of that his zealous loue 
of his glorie, to bleſſe and honour. both him 
and his poſteritie from age to age. Thus God 
hath done, and thus he will do in all ages: yet 
with this difference, that the greater meaſure 
of ſpirituall graces the godly Have, the leſle 


- 


need they haue of temporal bleſsings to con- 


firme and cheriſh their faith: and the nearer 
they come to the fruitiõ of eternal glorie, the 
mote they may & ought to contemneworld- 
ly pleaſures : whence it is that this temporall 
retribution is not ſo plentifull, and fo appa- 
rant in theſe ages of the goſpell, which flow 
in abundance of ſpitituall graces, as it was 
before when they were cant. 

But that which is wanting and doubtfull in 
this life, ſhall without doubt bee fully per- 
formed in the life to come, where the obe- 

dience and good workes, the afflictions and 
fatience ol the godly, ſhall be rewarded, not 
Jul. CG oncly 
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only with iuſt praiſe & Commendation; 
which reward is deferued, and agrecable t 
the nature of their werkes auch is re . 
I. Cor. 3. 14. 15. Fam mat works ſtnd, hes 
Ball haue magen or recompence, but if it falle, he 
ball want that recompence, and yet be ſaued) but 
alſo with eternall kppiceſſe :the which als 
thoghit paſſe by a thouſand degrees, ihe de- 
ſert, or rather although ĩt cannot in any part 
or teſpect bee deſerued by any obedienceof 
the faithfull in this life, becauſe all their obe- 
dience is imperſ#Q, yet it pleaſeth God in 
mercie to call it a reward, yea to bee content 
that they looke for it in that name, as wee ſee 
that the Apoſtle doth, 2. Tim, 4. 7. 8. I haus 
foight a good fight, and haue kept the farth: from 
hence foorth I am to 7 that crown? of right> 
teonſneſſe, which the Lord that righteous wage 
ſhall gine me. And ſo Rem. 8. S. althogh the 
afflictions of this life bee not worthy to haue 
ſuch a reward, as is the glorie of the life to 
come, yet hee maketh the oneto depcadon 
the other, © | 1 
Gent, Mee thought you ſaide, that 
the rewarding iuſtice of God is ſo great, 
that it extendeth it felfe euen to rhe re · 
probate, recompencing their good deedes 
(if they may be called good) with e 
9 -Q'3----: 
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what frute can bee looked forſtom the 
roote of e eee, 
God ſhould reward, wut ſhonld he do elle, 
hut bolſter and maintaine them in their fing 


wicked deedesofvngodly. and vniuſt mens 
but the honeſt & vpriglit actions of ſuch. ag 
are ciuilly and morally vertuous, yea & pet» 
haps affected with ſome blind ⁊eal of teſigi · 
03-3, the which, although they cannot metit 
before Gods iudgement ſeat, being not one: 
ly imperfect and in part ſinſull, as are the ac- 
tions of the godly, but alſo wholly ſinfull, in 
that they come from an cuil} roote, yer they 
haue reſpects of good, the which Godre:+ 
wardeth withtemporall bleſsings, as hee did 
Achabs outward repentance andhumilation, 
wichimmunitie frõthoſe temporall plagues, 
which belonged to his ſinnes. And thus did 
God reward /ehn Achabs ſucceſſor, for exe- 
euting his anger & vengeance vpon Arbabs 
houſe, wich the honour of the lingdome to 
the fourth generation, Thus you haue heard 
ſemey hat of Gods iuſtice, the whichalthogh 
þ ſhall without doubt haue the full ſway at 


wicked, yet fort he time of this life, it is ſuſ- 
pended and kept frõ ex ecuting the full fofce 
ypon them, that ſo there may be place, = 
an 


Sch. God doth reward with good, not the 
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5 | mage, or high d cuuning de plainly ap- 
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them, that hee vouchlafeth to enter into yea 1 
Fi 1 and ume ache -bigdiws of wil 
ume rp them by prqmiſes and oathes, r gene 
Pe formance o —— vnto them, ſin th 
hich e frogrhum, not as of necefs 
5 conſtraint,. ok yet by their. de · ſſalua 
al ut 0 prepare meer fauour and his natun ſadmi 
or 
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rall good In the performance wheres lac 
Fee ile ſure, Yea. — nefull as wee ſee — 
lf} men to bee in kee ing their pro- 403 
miles, that the whole — {hall ſeoner with 
dt then any jot of that which, hee hath ly  « 
ae N e may gather, how Ito f. 
0. Goll is the impieric of thoſe men ther: 
or i rae e a chat are karl 
1 Ca a, 


A THe NATVRE oF b vob. 122 | 
he on. not aſhamed: to call into queſtion 34f 
dneſſe;[Rarly to denie , the truethi * which 
co · God hach from-rime to tine promiſed to 
Mibeelſhis Church, as touching eternall happineffe 
with u ſin the world to come : yea, and that the 
caſure:{fajchfull themſelues, white they often doubt 
aur: witlün themſe lues of the tracth and: fidelil 
drens tie of GOD, in making 266d whatſocuct 
kes-of hee hath ſpoken, doo no doubt greatly bock 
dune diſpleaſe and diſhonour God.. 
Ny ap» But moſt of all in this Ende, wee are 
to admirethe friendſhippe- and familiariris 
wardes wehr plraſeth God t Hate with' men 
r into [yea with ſinfull and mortuli men, to ſome 
ig of whom hee vouchſaferh nt onely this 
168, r gene rall fauour, whereof all the creatures 
them, ſin the world are partakers, and' that eter- 
neceſo null loue which bringeth with it eternall 
cir den aluation, but allo a more ſpeciall fauour; 
> RAU [admitting therm into kisſeerer coνell and 
where< —— wen doe fe _ and 
vec lee pprooued friends, 
x pro-f-.:> Thus''wee'reade chad Rush walked 
ſooner with GOD!; tat Area did ordinare- 
0 hath Jly taſte and conferte With him face 
2 how Ito face, as on friende doth with an o- 
ſemen ther: thus he did (as it woreinporte)  fami«: 
at arg barly- wraſtie Wh Jaceby and continually 
... pot]: O4 both 
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A TREATISE OF 
. pany and aſsiſt hint abus he was 
t Dauid as a Counſellen, to diet: him in 
all this affaires, and thus hee xooke Paw! vppi 
. ' &heaucnzand.(hewcd him chingsnot fo 
' itgered, But of all other, moſt notable in this 
reſpe ct was Ahram, called often in Sctip. 
tute by the name or rather by che moſt ho- 
nourable and glorious title of Gods friend, a 
a;.Chrv. 20. 3. E I. S. Famer 2. 22 And in 
trueth ſo might hee well bee called, fur God 
did bath male and keepe with him very ſo- 
emnelys all the lawes of true friendſhip. For 
ult hee made a cauenant of perpetualloue, 
with him and with hisſeed. füör even; calling 
Abraham Gods fliend. and bimſel fe Abru- 
hams God. ' Secondly, hee did beſtowe vp- 
on him all his blęſsings both temporall and 
ſpintuall y es the greataſt honour that could 
hee, namely tabs as it were the foundati- 
on oſſhis Church and choſen people: and the 
full of theprogeairourgot Chet. And laſt- 
ly, hee did impart to him his purpoſes and 
counſels in albthings that did any: way cone 
cerne him, or might make fur hi god · 
Vea, wee. xeade- that God was ſo care - 
full in the. pgſermance ol this dutie (for 
ſo it plæaſeth Gad to binge: himſelfe in 
duties to mem of ſtiendſhippe, 2 — 
cd . 


* do 
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Ata; 16 
Sent. 1 


about to deſtreoy thoſe wicked Cities of So. 


dowe and Gonorrahe thoughtit neetfull to 
impart the matter to his friend Auralum, yea 


to haue his aſſem for the doing of it. Thus 


it pleaſeth God ofhis mercie and goodneſſe 
to exalt wretched mento this higheſt degree 
ot honour,whichindecd ix ſo lngh, as that the 
Angels in heauen do ſeldome attamo vnto it: 
So that in / tis roſpeRz and in man other 
heretofore mettioned, wee may well burſt 
forth withehe Prophet. Pſal. & 5. And ſay 
what is man chat thou that art tha tea God 
of hrauiem andloareh ſhuldeſt remember him; 
or the ſonne ohman that thou ſnhduldeſt thus 
vilit Hiai. 1% zan. e ba 5 
„% ,cqoti 1's boo E i122 17 
rng by: 1% r! elt. 5 7 


x % 


Amrhinking-wickmyſelfe ; what 
L facultic there/is in the ſoul of man 
not yet mentioned for ifehere bet᷑ 
any, Ideubt not (c ing the great like- 
neiſe bet wixt the ſoule of man & the nature 


of God „ in thoſe faculties common to them 


both, which you haue already handed) but 
chat it is ethor truly belonging to God or at 


the leaſt, will gue occaſion to conſider ſome . 


thing in his narute;You know that mem com. 
cue things by Wr andretaine _ 
95 by 


%% or 


— — 
by viſe conſcience in man isadiſtin& facultie,or 


T1 
tuall. 


ick 21 


rather an act of the mind,andthercarein hun — 


diueis affections, as ioy and greefe,and diuers 
vertues not as yet menticined; 2 


chinke of theſe thing: Irrer! 
Hal. Ihape you do not . to heare at 
this time, vhutſoeuer might be ſaid of the na- 


ture of God: you are not now ſo deſirous, but 


if that were talen in hand, you would bee as 

wearie ot hearing , exe it were halſr done: if 

5 —— 
r 

ceined, and ſo by thoſe — hw — 


handled, you may — vnderſtand the na- 


ure of che reſt of thoſe good affections, and 
vertuous diſpoſitions, which are in ſcripture 
— — to God. So for the 2 they 
ties of tke foule,you ſay verytruly, thar 

nin 

e and exp e of it :yett 

ferens muſt be noted, that hatſotuer thing 
v in them that argueth weakeneffe. or futurd 


that hath not truly place in tho 


duune nature, which is a perfect and complætd 
act. —— or 
named, imagination is but a 
meanes of knowledge, but the knaw 
ia hath beęnc 4 to bee ctetnall an 


dual 


him ble foro to fees 
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ard. 27 
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rnagine how albchoparti= 


culats iri the world ſhould exiſt actually in a 


Iny vnderſtanding fromall eternitie, but woe 
| — — not: meaſure the ————— 


—— queſtion: — mboue 
of imagination andthe meanes and manner 
efknowledge in Gotli, how the idea ov no- 
noms of things enter im his mind, or rather 
bow they: cxaſteternally in it without any 
entexing in or beginnirig, fuſt it muſt bee! 
belde „ that although they exiſt eretnally 
in 2 D, yet they are: not 

ta him , that i is ſo naturall and neceſſary 
avthat without dem. he could not exiſt as 
it#he.knowledge of himſelfp and the idea 
of bis owne nature, yea all the reſt of 
Gods:eſlentiall:anributes , of all which-:ib 
wee ſhould detract but one from God, wee 
— . —— 

ut the — e 
not of that kinde , for God becing in him. 
ſelfe abſolute andall ſufficient, mighe haue 
(it ir hadde fo ſeemed good vnto him) 
exiſted wirbout euer eyther making: or 
* any creaturg , and therefore che 
knowledge 


«OI 
— t bet 


— ore — of hee nll 
(yer btermally) His: vn 
— knowledge of — tre turesa 
Mea chat as the knowi ede or idea of his own 7 
nature is according to h ordet᷑ of nature, not I 6 
any difference of time) fuſt in the eſſentialt that 
yoderftandingoptGod;; and tben im haswiliy | feen 
ſo the knowledge ur ãtloa. of the: creatures f A 
hath huis beginming naeim ihe vnderſt: 11 
butãn the milofGads:: This differen | 
haut and ſee more plainely ini our ſeluesʒ fob 2 
as we haue ſome genera] notions engrauen in 
dur mindes by nature it ſelfe and Gi im ama 
ner both bred and borne wich vs without a- 8 
ny helpe of out wils, ſb che lenowledge of- ah 
therthibes bath the beginning in the will;thb4 ped 
ſifigrandzinclining the! minde to: this: 6p = 
— — vnto my Gat 
Secondly as $ (in a manner ac | < 
dentall)knonltdgeof Gochitmuſt bee leid | fe 
chat God hathit of himſelfe-and not by-ch: I pet 
means or froni the ercatures;as we haue, that ol 
byſenet and imagination get the reſemblan- Par 
o of things — which way f fen 
of knowledge if it were-atimirtedro bee in y 
God; it would follow, that his knowledge of. 14 
ny <eature dach uot go before, but — 
22 et 


— 
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E aud Jo is at he dre bur inarher 
bot aternall but 


whereas wee . chat the will and e- 
ternall e God are the cauſe 


ofa thin agg 
haue heardirfaid , that the dine 
LOI is as it were a Glaſſe, wherein al things 
thatdo at any time exiſt in the wor ld anay be 
ſcene and knowne, and that by the Saint and 
Angels in heauen, much more then by God 
himſelfe „ who knoweth all things by his 
2 *: itheing: the ſiniicude of all 


- 5 a hene thouphe as youſays 1 it 
is a mere fable to ſay that eythet the Saints or 


the Angels da ox can ſee the eſſence of God, 
much ſeſſe all things jp it. a Poo mea) 
knoweth all things and that by his oſlepee; if 
thereby we meane his; eſſentiall vnderſtan- 
ding,and awe the-ſiguheude which luis eſ- 
ſentiall yy g hath to the creatures 
itliereby wee mea he he ſimilitude which is 
betwixe the generall dea on notion and che 
particular inſtance. For as it is * 1 
naturall to God to know himſelſe, ſo itiseſ - 
1 ö 
rall differences of things, without che know- 
ledge whereof he could not knowghimlclle- 
As namely it is * to God to — 
what 


ws (4 - Fs 
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| whatisreaſonuble, ihfihit, knowledge, wife 
| 1 forotherwile hee 
could nat knoiy His — nature; whick 
conſiſtesh in theſe differences . By thẽ 
Game meanes alſo hee knoweth what is vn- 
Teaſonable, finite » Error, folly, euill and 
time,which are contrary tothe other, for 6ne 
contrary cannot bee knowne without thi 
knowledge of che other. 2. 
This is the eſſentiall khowledge FA] 
wen in the very nature of GOD and 4 
ee ſaye VE our naturall notions, both 
borne and bred with him , but it doth 
not extend it ſelſe any further ot deſcend 
into particulars : for ie is not eſſentiall 
to GOD, to know Peter, Paule, of any 
other man, nor yet to know the natute 
of man, nor yet to knowe this worde 
vrherein wee liue, for GOD might haue 
exiſted though none of tkeſe hadde euer 
deene. But the knowledge: of theſe par- 
ticulars , is by the free will of GOD 
deducted from thoſe generall notions, 
which are eſſentiall to : Who hatk 
thought good to make by the cre ation 
« particular inſtance, example, and is it were 
an experiment of his eſſentiall and vniuerſal 
runde 
8 Neu ſeeme to bee of their opiion 


— — 
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chat thinke that God knoweth'no 
Lars, becauſe there ino medium, no means or 
way by the which the fimilitudes of them 
ſhould bee carried from the things to the na- 
ture of God, for that there muſt be a conue- 
nience betwixt the things knowne and the 
minde : which is not betwixt the creatures 
and the vnderſtanding of Gt. 
Seb. Lam far from that abſurd errorjand 1 
hope from any ſuch: I do not doubt but that 
God knowerh euery particular thing in the 
world ſeuerally and diſtintlyfromall other, 
yea, that hee hath in his cternall counſel di- 
ſtinguiſhed them, as namely men, of whom he 
hath appointed ſome to glory and others to 
confuſion: yea, that he knoweth euery par- 
ticular thing farte mote diſtinctly and truly 
then we do, chat ſee and feele them: for hee 
knoweth them in their cauſes, and eſſentiall 
formes, the which only isthe true knowledge, 
whereas we do but geſſe at their natures by 
their qualities and effects. ent. Let perhaps 
you doo thinke that God knoweth the parti 
culars of this world which now exiſteth, more 
then he doth al ooo · other worlds, which ne- 
uer did nor ſhal exiſt indeed, altho they exiſt 
in the vniuerſal notions of Gods vnderſtan 
ding, and ſo may be as wel knowne to God as 
this particular world; which is brought forth 
into act. | Sch 2 


| = as in che be or rather 
inthelt proper place iculars coine from 
the willof God: e wee muſt 
needs thinke that God kno eth hoſe parti. 

culars which do or ſhal exiſt, ot haue exiſted 
otherwiſe then thoſe irhich doo neuer 


exiſt, for hee knoweth the one nd, not the 


ether, 
| Gen, Lets me trouble You onee 3 
vo morg, for this is a poynt chat I could ne- 
per yoderſtand, to wit how God getteth the 
| kpowſedgs of. theſe things: doo ou thinke 
ftfhat he knowerhthoſe things which hee hatli 
ccreed to exiſt no oibetwiſe, when and 
while hey d exiſt, ihen he doch betores 
andaftet; or that the Saillapce al them was 
keth ſome binde of imprxſaom v or altera: 
tion in his munde , which was not be- 
. 
Seh. No ſurcly , the iſichng of things 
doch no way alter ot affect God: obꝛects do 


woke vpon out ſenc es and mind, but Gods N 


vnder 


cfores 
mM way 
altera⸗ 
ot be- 
things 
ts do 
Gods 


vader 


vnderſtanding is merely ative nor paſgiue- 
— wee cannot doubt, but that as 
eth vs to perceiue things by ſence, and the 
Angel by ſom other meanes, fo hee is able 
by meanes to make humſelfe capable ofthe 
qualities of particular obieQs , but of himſclfs 
and in his one nature, hee is altogither vi» 
8 them, or of any knowledge by 
em. : 71 
Gent. Lou haue no liſt to anſwere me di- 
rectly to the queſtion : Ido not thinle tha 
God doth ſuffer from the obiects, but that is 
all one, Iwould know whether that hee doth 
net know and ſee vs, as we go here others 


ma- 


wiſe then he did, when we were in the loines 


of our firſt father Adam and whether that he 
doc not plainely ſee vs two particularly and 
diſtinctly, whether he do it intromittendo, as 
we doo, or which is more agreeable to his na- 
ture being impaſible) eætramittendo, cli is 
not the queſtion : but I cannot be perſwade 
but that although hee knoweth vs fully and 
certainely before we exiſt yet when once we 
do exiſt in nature, he then doth ſee & beholgd 

vs after an other manner. ; 
Sch. Louſay true, I haue no minde to wadg 
&rre into thia matter, for it is very hard yea 
impoſſible for vs to know the manner of the 
actual knowledge of 8 and Rea” - 
1 c 


-a 


C 

paſſe it ouer inthe propet place, neither wold 
| man it — vrge mee ſo 
Hard : for I thinke it ſufficient for vs to know 
that God knoweth all things} euen the moſt 
ſecret thoughts of our mindes, although wee 
be ignorant how he commeth to that - 
ledge, But for your queſtion I haue tòld you 
my opinion, that howſocuer you ſeeme to 
thinke that God knoweth things not exiſting 
und ſeeth thẽ as it were with eyes, when they 
do exiſt, yet it ſeemeth moreconſonant to the 
truth to ſay , Phe creatures whither exiſtin 
or deſiſting, are all alike knowne to God, an 
J pray you reſt in this anſwere, for this time. 
Now as touching memorie, as God hath no 
vſe of imagination, becauſe he hath nothing 
to learne, o he hath no needof memorie, for 
that he cannot looſe any thing by forgetful. 
'neffe, all things being preſent vnto him both 
paſt & future. Lilee wiſe for conſcience, which 
is the teſtimonie giuen by the minde in the 
preſence of God of the innocencie and inte- 
= or of the guiltineſſe of this or that rea- 

onable creature, and ſo eyther of the want or 
of the deſert of blame, it may in ſome ſort bee 
attributed to God, and that in reſpect both 
of himſelfe as alſo of the creature: for firſt, 
God as he is in all reſpects moſt pure and in- 
nocent, yea moſt holy and good, ſo before 
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himſelfe and in his owne preſence, hee both 
knoweth and. ac ned th himlelte ſo to 
be, and for that cauſe not onely to be free fi6 
all deſert᷑ oß blame, but alſo to deſerue moſt 
worthel al praiſe and 4 more plain- 
ly this facultie · hath vie in reſpe& of men, 
who do oſten charge Gbd with cuill, iniurie, 
iniuſtice, crueltie, and many other greeuous 
crimes, in the which plea this facultie of con- 
ſcience doth cleare d abſolue God, fromall 
thoſe blaſphemoys reproches which wret- 
ched menſpew out againſt him, Rom. 3; 4, 
Let God beer 7man 4 her that thou 
mayeſt be nftified in thy ſayings , and onercome 
when thou art iudged. Thus much of the fa- 
culties of the minde, vhich you thought o- 
mitted in the foriner diſcourſe: as for the af- 
fections and vertues, s ioy greefe, and diuers 
other, which in ſcripture ate often attributed 
to God, their nature may be knowne by thoſe 
which haue bene hand led. 
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ken or rypicall 
ties of a Wendt foe To the which if 


ed from the body or outward 
ſon of man, as is the eternitie of GOD 
from the age or continuance of inan, his 
vbiquitie from the greatneſſe or ſtature of 
man, his omnipotencie from the ſtrength 
of man, with others of the ſame kinde, you 
haue a perfect pictum of the nature of God 
ſhadowed out, though rudely and imperfect- 
Iy, vnder the ſhape of man. 


touched already in ſpeaking of the infinit 
neſſe of God, the generall and 2 dif- 
JGTENCE 
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ou adde the externall attributes which are 


This laſt kinde of attributes hath beene 
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our ĩourney alſo; if you thinke 

to light and leade along this long 
d it will a PR eaſe both to. our 

ſelues and to our sand wee may (nom 
that wee are in fighr of the Towne) talke 
of our lodging, tor it ic moete that wee / 
haue fome care of our bodyes, that ſo 
wee may be able aſierward to ſerue God by 
meditation, conference, and ſuch other Chri- 
ſtian exerciſes. 10: 1 
Gent Nay by your fauour fir 1 
— xr you to make an ende 
of the tafke,which vpon agreement, though 
vawillagly4ou tooke im hand: It would bee 
pan (Iwill not ſay a ſhame ) for 
a man that hadde toyled all the day long 
many a long mile through chicke and thin, 
to giue ouer ar the laſt caſt , in the ſighe 


of the place-whither hee goeth : if you 


haus perhappes touched cheſe attribute: 
by the way vpon ſome beraſion, it fol- 
lowes not, that they ſhoulde bee denied 
their proper and due place in this worke, 
— which without them would boe maimed 


Ike well dur wolightandlead y for 
E 3 
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ſo me ſhal haue the more time for conference 


but for our lodgrign will nat tronble our 
lelues as yet; but Father take. it as we ſinde 


it, and therfoxe I ꝓray you let nee heare and 
knowe ſome what af theſe alſo in particu: 
ir, and fuſt why, you call them cxretnall 
attributes. nr? 
Sch. T hope your meaning is not that we 
ſhall go reaſoning into the tone, for ſo we 
ſhould — uma inow to cut vs off 3 
but to ſhut vp theſe things breefely : They 
ar called externall. not as if there were any 
ſuch difference of externall& internal in god 
bs in man, conſiſting of an outivard body and 
an inxard ſoule ; for in God there is nei - 
ther without nor within but all alike: but 
they are ſo called in G O D berauſe they 
are ſo in truth in man from whoſe nature the 
reſemblance is taken. Lea further they ma 
bee ſo called, howſocuer they bee as: cls 
ſentiall as the other: for that they doo 
not come ſo immediately from che roote 
af Gods eſſence , which is an ufinit vn- 
derſtanding, neither ſo properly belong to 
the nature of n, but are as it were, 
gotten by the coniunction of the difference 
which is infiniteneſle to the eſſentiall vader- 
ſtanding of GOD: the which — 5 
fon knowledge, widome, vile eg 
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reſt of the aforeſaid attributes, more natural» 
ly and properly then it doth eternitic and 
vbiquitie , the which are found onely in this 
one vnderſtanding, whereas the other are 
common to al vnderſtandings, both finite and 
infinit. And therefore we may truly ſay that 
the infinit knowledge of God is more inward 
and neare the vnd erſtãding which is the root 
of Gods eſſence, then is his infinit continue 
ance, although not more eſſentiall: euen at 
we ſee that choſe parts pf a tree, which are 
nearer the roote, may be ſaid to be the inner 
parts, and the ſmal twigs the vtter parts, altho 
the one bee no more eſſentiall to the tree 
then the other. Now for the particulars: and 
to begin with the eternitie of God which is 
his cucrlaſting age or continuance, repteſen- 
ted to vs, Dan. y. g. by anold aged man, hoſe 
head and haire are as white as ſnow, or þwhi- 
teſt wolle, the which teſtifieth that hee is no 
babe of yeſterdaies birth, but that he hath li- 
ved and continued in the world many yeares: 
euen ſo it is withgod,or rather ſo it is not with 


god, for the oldeſt man that is had a time of 


irth and beginning, tho long ſince, and ſhall 
haue a time of end euen hard at hand. but god 
is without father or mother, and hath neither 
beginning of dayes nor end of life, but is tha 
lame this day, yeſterday & for euer. He is not 
d e by tho 


| 


2¹ s 


his freſh and flouriſhing youth: his fubſtance 
dothnot weare and waſte away, for it is not 
are the bodyes of men, as a King- 
dome deuided in it ſelfe, which therefore 
cannot ſtand but is ſimple without mnx- 
ture or diuerſitie, and therefore without 
Jarring , yea all perill and peraduenture of 
ruine : 


So then this eternitie of Godis to bee 
defined, the euetlaſting exiſtence of his eſ- 
fence without eyther beginning or end. For 
ifit had beginning, then it did not Wale: 
exiſt, for it could not exiſt before it Hadde a 
beginning: And if it did not alwayescxiſt, 
then ſometime there was nothing, but that 
cannot bee , for f there were time , there 
was diſtinction of motion which made 
that time , but where there is nothing, 
there is no motion , for nothing cannot 
MOOUE. . 

Beſides, if the time euer were, wherein 
there was no thing nor nature cxiſting (for if 
God were not exiſting there was nothing ſor 
whatſocuer did then exiſt was godzbecauſe it 
did primarely exift)nothing ſhould euer haue 
exiſted : for if the Philoſopher could not 
tec how the moſt night OO 
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the gray or white hayres of olde age furumos 
ned to the court of death, for he is alwaies in 


eres I SDTOCOLSESESEERDYESDO 7 


S 27 Din — 
matter 

ſtance and iuſt abtiſitig ſaith . fal ely)is 
1 wade of nothing, what would hee ſay to this 
King- patadoxe, tharnothing did ofnothing make 
refore ſomething yea all —— onely materi- 
mie. all bodies, [dar even the Mad pres er. 
thout | rative forwes?-Bur weeknowe' that: Goch is 
ure of | erernall,thatis, hee euer wis, and neuer ws 

| not, hee was not — — for no- 


o bee | thing wakernothing, not by'unything , for 
us ef | that whichevuld make C was before god 
For eater then God; — — onely 
Haie: Gale bat God made himſelfe, not by giving 


ddea or rather by taking a beginning to — 
exiſt, but by being himlelfe, as he doth ſtill, and 
that ſhall for pot. ay himfelfe. Hee: was al- 
there | waics, as hee will bee euermore, neuer be- 


made inning, nor euer ending, bur akyaies 
hing, —— of him 
mnot not by another, but elfe, in no 


other but in himſelf, — but for 
erein himſelfe, and ſo hee is to himſelfe all in all. 
for if Lea as God is eternall, ſo euerie eternall is 
or <God, for no creature can bee eternall , be. 
uſer | ce auſe with the creature there comes in gene- 
haue ration amd motion, & with motion time, and 
dnot ſo eterritie is abandoned: ſor time and eter. 
mie are oonrarics, a5 are — infinite, 
( ? 5 


the 


— « * 


iſt without the crestire, for 


.exiſt without working and doing ſameching. dene 


-be being a moſt actuall and operatiue forme, 
and how could hee worke,if hee hadato may- 
ter to worle on? how could God extend his 
- goodaelle, there beeing .nothing.toreceiue 
it, or how could hee — glorie and honour, 
there beeing none to giue it, for honour is in 
the giuer, ot in the taker? or what diſparage- 

ment would it haue beene to God if hee had 
made the creature to exiſt from all eternitie, 


more then it is that hee will maker to exiſte | 


to all 2 2 wee knowe 2 hee — 
miſed in holy ſeripture? yes ſurely, Go 
= not pind vpon — of the creature, 
that — could not exiſt and that in perfect 
happineſſe and glorie, without the helpe or 
company of any creature, the which howſo- 
euer it do ſet faarth-the glorie of God after 
another manner, then that wherby God was 
; glorious in and to himſelfe fromall eternitie, 
Jet it addęth nothing to the perfection of 
Gods glorie, which before was abſolute, al- 
though not in the ſame manner. Neyther 
can wee doubt but that this cterniticof the 
creature would bee a great blot to the glory 
of God, vba his oternitie 15 NOW A notable 
2065 Part, 


old 
lle. Bur(you-may Gay) . 


12 


eld hen 
nething, 
forme, 


W 
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bee if that che creatite 


vereetcrnalia; well as Go. And there» 
oro it muſt bee contene t bee, a degree 


beneath Innagratherthencoſtnuein vainera 
fetch the pedigrge from ſo auncienta ſtockez 
eternitiemuſt be left to God as aroyall pre- 
rogatiue proper to his houſe and crowne, for 
the antiquitie of a fewe thouſand yeares may 
ſerue to make g creature noble. Now:thar obs 
iectiõ which ſaith, that God could notexiſſ 
without the creatures, becauſe without thẽ he 
could not worke, is e aſely anſwered: for be- 
fore the creation, God did no way mooue or 


worke: yet he was not idle, ſor hee did as hee 


goth ſtill, give himſel fe to the contemplati- 
on of himſelf, euen of his owa infinit eſſence 


Ext to the eternitie of G O D, 
Nenn to bee conſidered his v. 

biquitie which concerneth the ſta- 

ture and greatneſſe of GOD, as the 
other did his age and cqntinuance. For ag 
in time, ſo alſo in greatnẽſſe God muſt bee 
knowne and acknowledged to bee infi- 
rite „ not incloſed or comprchended 
within any creature or place eyther in 
heauen or in earth, but filling all creatures, 
agd all places both in -keauen and carth, 
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ſtretchiiig aerd exten ding o imſelfe 5 
— the eõmpolſe vf the world by infinite 
—— and dat nbt onely by his power (us 
en in ſome ſet — us place) 
| wee kud d thar Princes ting and bein 
cont: ned in a little chaire, ſtretch their po- 
wer & anthoritie cuer whole countries and 
' kingdoms fatte diſtant from them bur it is 
not ſo with God, who as in power, ſo alſo in 
Nis fubſtance and eſſence is euery here, in al 
chings and im all places, ſor hee is not by any 
thing either kept or pur and as ir were iuſled 
out and diſpoſſeſfed of his place, but is in all 
es euen ere the groſſeſt bodies are, as 
well as where is neyther place nor bodie. We 
fee how the ayte (to the which wee haue be · 
fore compared the vbiquitie of God) is deſi- 
rous to inlarge his dominions, and therefore 
aſſoone as euer it findeth any place emptie, it 
firaghtway taketh poſſeſsion: but if there be 
any bodice in it to keepe poſſeſũon, itis kept 
out a doores; and can haue no title to it: and 
fo in all other bodies wee ſee that the weaker 
jucrh place to the ſtronger, for it is impoſsi- 
ble thatrwo bodies ſhould bee togither in 
one place. But it is not ſo with God, for no 
creature is able to put him out of any place} 
hee doth fuffer the creatures to haue their ſe- 
getall places, but not to viurpe his gg = 
2 ws 


nal 
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— 
where they ave- Hee is earth is, 
far hee is in the earth, andboth heauen and 
earth are in him, and ſubſiſt in him a in their 
ſabieſt and foundation, v and con. 
taining them. And therefore ins title is 
better to chat place whichthey Hane, then is 
— hee was — 
jon bcforethey were any where c- 
ſtin niehr l bee there den ey a 

confumed te aſhes and gone, ©: | 
" Gow 10 ——— eue. 
re, an t EXC 
— then ſufficient to fill 5 _ 
worlds: but pray you ſhewe mee how God 
i preſent euery where ,whitherfcbee partly 
mone place, — in other, or rather 
a+T have heard them ſay, wholly in cuery 
place, as it is ſad of the loule, thatitisrerein 
drs corpore and bora im qualiber parte, wholly 
bock in the hole bodic, and Ld in ener) 
part or member ofir. ä 
Sab. That ĩs indeed the vhuall end 
mihrude, ' acco tothe 1 is to 
bee thought cobewholly in euer Church Sc 
houſe, yeainthe leaſt thing thatis, as well as 
in 


* 


— ooo 


by the ſimple bee perucriedtotheir — 
— — Foy: 
in euery place, will readely ſuppe to 
bee — that gs hs to bee fis 
nirc, yea to bee diuided into inſinis Gods, as 
the Heathen imagined cucryhonle and per 


and 
ſonto haue his r ——— on him. 
And —— may more ſafely and 


eruely imagine God to bee one Whole vn 

mided and vmforme eſſence, containing 
— — IE doth the 
« et not excluded out of 0 
— body is, as the ayre — po 
ſuch places, and that God ix not in this or 
places, ap ayre, 
& heauẽ i ſelfare in God, & that in quanti« | 
tie euen as a pins poynt is in reſpett of the 
whole compaſle of heauen, and that in. him 


the whole world mooueth and hath his bee. 


ing. Tea, his eſſence extendeth it ſelfe in- 
finitly without the compaſſe of the world; 
and aboue the higheſt heauens, and ow 


t 


fk 
"aid that 
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— 
you ſnewennee tber, ſor 1 
de e Goo be ere fe 
ciall manner there, where hee 
ſelfe to bes, 43 namely to bee preſent _ 
the Arke arid the propitiatorie 
then in che Idoles oft herben, in the tl 


oy le of — , more then in any other 2ſ0 

— more then in che 
wicked, wh which the 2 — 
doth vſa⸗ e the plate ef God 


ling and — hell; — 
the eatthit andimoRtof all to bee in the hu« 
manitie of Chriſt , wherein the Apoftie 
faith. Col.2; 9. Thas the fulneſſe of the Godhead 
doth dwill 
Sch. Wfyouthinke theeſſence of God ea be 
in any one place more then in another, 'you 
— — deceined: it is euery where alike, 
can it poſsibly bee otherwiſe, for it 
cannot be gathered or compałted togither 
intoany other' forme, — is that infinite 


| preatneſſe; which filleth all places, 


God may indeede ſhewe his pre- 
ſence by ourwarde actions, more in one 
phce- Ben in angther » and fo ſaye and 
profeſſt 


pr | 

eth himſelfe and his power by ſome outward 
figne: Thus God was preſent in the Temple 

 [ero/alem, and more ſpecially tin the holy 
ofholicſt,and in the propitiatorie ſeatewore 
tha in other places, not by his eſſence but 
by his mercie and goodneſſe, the which hee 
did there rcucale and ſhew tothe Tewes more 
then to any other people. Thas God is pre- 
ſent in his ſpirit in the faithfull, more then in 
the. carnal! man, not by tlie eſſence, but by 
the effectuall operation of it, reneuing inthe 
his one image of holincſle and trueth, the 
which thing hee doth not in the other. Thus 
God is preſent in heauen more then in hell 
or heere oti earth not in eſſence, but in glo- 
rie and maicſtie, the which ſhineth mote in 


hueauen, then any where elſe. For euen as a 


man hauing been kept all his life in a darke 
dungeon from the light of the ſunne, and 
the ſight of the creatures in the world, if he 
were on a ſuddaine brougbt vppe into the 


open ayte, and ſuffered to behold all theſe 


glorious creatures, would nat ſticke to 
{ay and affirme, this world to bee che v 
dwelling place and pallace of God: ſod 


andintricate, require 
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doubt is of the humanitie of Chriſt, with. 
the which (withour doubt) the Godheade is. 
eſem f yea farre more ex- 
cellently then euer it was with any creature, 
or in any place eyther in heauen or earth: yea 
ſo, that if it were polgible for the diuine eſ- 
ſẽce to be in any one thing orplace more the 
in another, it would without queſtion bee 
more in the humanitie of Chriſt, then e- 
uer it was any where, For God did neuer be- 


fore vouehſafe ſuch vnſpeakeable honour to 


any creature, as to take it into his own 
foi and to hinſelfe, yea to bee himſelfe. Ye 


for all this, the eſſence of God is no more iu 
che humanitie of Chriſt, then in other pla» 
ces and cremures; and yet itisioyncds:yea v- 
_ to its Li 'as it neuer was 10 any crea- 


"Gas How edi ſlraunge coniunction of 
the humannie of Chriſt to the dine e 


ſence? 
Yeh. For hat ImuſtGrave parddn of you, 
Ls * ſo ſoone done asdefired tit is wellif 


| t done the taſke which you exact of 
9 


gh I do not meddle wirt other mat- 

ters, eſpecially with ſuch as being very hard 
ſcucrall arid large traa- 

Q triſes: 


to- the matter in handle * and. ſo ſeeing 
in part the trueth of this poynt, to proceede 
to the reſt of the externall attributes of god, 
as namely to the omnipotencie of God. 


| Sett᷑. 3. 
Cent. — it to haue beene a 
- matter requiring either long time, 


| orany greate labour, and then 

— 
pray you on your Cy 

you will not bee intreated to digreſle. - . 

Sch. The omnipotencie of God is reſem- 
- bled in man by the ſtrength of his bodie, ot 
_— of his perſon, yet there is as great 
difference, as is berwixg the age of man and 
the eternitie of God, or the ſtature of 
and the incomprehenſible greatneſſe 1 
For as God is, ſo is his power, by the whi 
hee is able and ſufficient to doo whatſoeuer 
pleaſeth him, as it is defined P/al. 135: 6. 
. The Lord is great nhgne all Gods, and hath 
done what ſoeuer hee woulde in beauen and in 
- the earth, the ſea and in the deeps : & what 
neede then to bee more power then will, or 
to what purpoſe is that power, which is with- 
our the will So thatthe obieft of Gods po- 
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wer, is the whole world, in the which, and o- 
uerthewhich, God hath fo ample and abſo- 
hate authoritie, that neither the greatneſle, 
ſtrength,nor multitude of tie creatur is able 
to reſiſt his wil and power, who is ableſif hes 
were willing) to turne all things vpſide down, 
to make the heauen & the earth change pla- 
ces the one with the other, ſo that the heauen 
ſhould reſt in the middeſt, & the earth turne 
about in the circle. 
* Yea as hee made both heauen and earth, 
and all things in them contained of nothing, 
ſo hee is able to turne them all to nothing, 
and that without any labour or difficultie, e- 
wen by the breath of his mouth, and the meer 
inclination of his mill, pp 
But howſoeuer this power of God cannot 
bee matched by any creature, yet it dorh 
both match and ouermatch it ſelfe, reſtrai 
ning ii ſelfe ſo, that it is not able to doo any 
thing againlt it ſelfe, for that which God by 
his power doth ar „hee cannot by 
his power make it to be not done or vndone 
at he fawe time, for ſo the power of God 
ſhould bee contrarie to it ſelfe, And thgxe- 
tore if God by his power make the ſi o 
ſhine at any time, hee cannot by his power 
make that it ſhall not ſhine at the very ſame 


rune, 
Rope” 2 Tf 


If he make mi free, he cinot make him boiid, 
ifhee give him will, he cannot compell him 
to be willing, for ſo hee ſhould not giue,but 
take away will from him: and ſo in all other 
inſtances, it is impoſiible to God to make 
contradictories to hee true, becauſe he being 
rfect vnitie, cannbt bee contrarie to him- 
ſelfe. And if God cannot make any repug- 
nancie in the nature of the creatures, =S 
leſſe can hee doo it in his owne nature, and 
therfore he cannot do any thing c6trarie vnt6 
it, as namely to iuſtiſie a wicked man, ot to 
condemne the righteous, to loue one thar is 
finfull, or to hate him that is indued with his 
owne image of holineſſe, to diminiſh,deſtroy, 
or any way to alter himſelf, who is vnchange- 
able. Theſe things God cannot do, beein 
hindered not by any creature but by himſelf 
and therefore the impoſsibilitie of dooipg 
them, is not to bee accounted weakneſſe or 
ts burſtrength and power: other= 
iſe nothing is impoſsible to bee done by 
God, that can poſsibly be imagined by man. 
How then can we ſufficiently wonder at the 


e errour and ſottiſn ignorance of thoſe 


men, who in reſpect of the difficultie or ra- 
ther impoſsibilirie (as they thinke) of perfor- 


ming them, call into queſtion the trueth of 


thoſe promiſes which God hath made to his 
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Church 


Church of the reſurection of the bodie, al- 
though conſumed to nothing, and of eternall 
glorie. But as they erre, not knowing the 
Jer ſcriptures nor the power of God, ſo we ſee- 


e confirmed in faith and in the reſolute 
perſwaſion of the trueth of them. N 
= Gent. I am] thanke God fully perſwaded, 
= that God both cancaſcly, and will vndoubt- 
nd tedly reſtore ys to life, though we were con- 
at6 ſumed to nothing, by burning a thouſande 
to yeares inthe hoteſt fire that can bee made or 
tis imagined. Net I pray you tell me one thing, 
his doo you thinke it poſsible that the very ſame 
oy, wndiniduum,and as you lay in the Schooles, i 
dem numero, hauing beene conſumed to no · 
n thing, can bee reſtored, as namely the ſame 

15 pas it is conſumed? - ; 
og Sch, I perceiue you meaning: it is certaine 
or that God both can and will raiſe vs to life a+ 
yu gaine, not in any other, bur in theſe very 
by ſame perſons, which now we are: but what 
an. the Schoolemen meane by that quidditie ſof 
the idem numero, & many other of the (ame kind, 


oſe as I neuer did, ſo I do not now mean to trou- 
a. ble my ſelfe with them. 
or- 

of 


Set. . 


ike ing he things to bee moſt eaſie to God, are 
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VE will rather come to thereſt of hi 
7 theſe external attributes, the which * 

ss Iamofmy ſelfe not vũwilling) he 
ſo you ſee that we muſt of neceſsitie knit vp 19 


in very fewe words. Firſt for the ſimilitude of 2 
the diuine eſſence, the which muſt he graun- 

ted to bee a moſt ſimple and pure forme, al- th 
togither voyde not onely of all mixſture of 20 


divers matters or contrarie qualities, as wee 1 
knovwe the elements to bee, but euen of all ih, 
manner of compoſition whatſoeuer, euen of Po 
that which is the ſimpleſt, to wit, of matter = 


and forme, whereofall creatures do neceſſa - 
rely ſubſiſt, for that neyther matter nor form 

can in them exiſt the one without the other. ſo 
But there can no kinde of matter bee admit- 
ted into the diuine eſſence, no not that wher- 
ofas being moſt pure, ſubtile and ſimple, the tot 
heauens, or the Angelles themſelues (more the 
ſubtile then the heauens, if more may bee) 
do conſiſt. For ſo wee ſhould pull downe all 50 
that wee haue built vp, and gaineſay all that 
hach hithertoo beeneaffirmed of ihe nature uf 
of God. For we cannot make him both erer- A 
nall, and alſo compounded of matter and — 
forme, for in compoſition there is motion, & we 
in motion time, and time taketh away ectere 
nitic, yea wee mult graunt the matter _ 


— 
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of hee is compounded, to haue beene before 
bim, the which muſt ſubſiſt in ſimple, before 
it bee brought into compoſition. Againe if 
hee bee materiall, he is locall, for all matter is 
in place, and fo hee is not infinite; but finite 
and circumſcribed. Yea thus wee ſhall take 
from him his omnipotencie, whichariſeth f 
the puritie of his {imple forme beeing mere 
actuall, becauſe it is inmateriall, whereas if it 
were compounded of matter and forme, it 
ſhould be compounded of impotencie and of 
power, of paſson as well as of action, for it 
muſt participate the nature of both the pa- 
rents, takiog from the one operatiue power, 
and from the other paſsible imporencie, and 
ſo bee not a pure act, but clogged and blun- 
ted with the groſſeneſſe of matter, and by it 
made vnable to worke, yea as like and readie 
to ſuffer it ſelfe, as to worke in others. And 
therefore in the building of this pallace for 
the great God of heauen, weo mult reiect all 
corruptible matter, yea all matter whatſoe · 
uer, becauſe al matter is corruptible, and ſo 
make the divine nature to bee a pure forme, 
wholly actiue and in no reſpect or part paſ- 
ſiue.Ge.I haue ofte heard men ſpeak, & haue 
red mens writings of theſe pure abſtract 
formes, of the which kind many do hold not 
only god, but cue the angels, xhich are meer 
creatures to bee: yet it could neuer ſinke 


3 


di how a forme ſhould ſubſiſt 
it ſelfe without ſome matter to vph | 
as Iremember;you ſaid before, that ſome an- 
cient diuine (I thinke you named Tertuilun) | the 
were of he ſame opinion, or rather dulneſſe |} præ 
of conceit, and did therefore allowe bodies mu 
ewherein to ſubſiſt, not onely to the Angels, mu 
but euen to God himſelſe. 2 27:1 
Sch. It is hard for ys, who conſiſting of wile 
groſſe bodies and braines, eſteeme other na- nal 
cures by our own, to imagine how any forme | mo 
ſhould ſubſiſt without ſome materiall ſubiet {| on 
to vphold it. As touching the Angels, if you coę 
cannot thinke, or will not beleeue them to he tha 
pure and abſtract formes, altogither voyde m 
of mireriall compoſition, you ſhall (for mee) det 
continue in your error or opinion: but if you 
will not admit God to ſubſiſt in this manner, ſin 
to wit, as a ſubſtantial forme vpholding both ete 
it ſelfe. and alſo all things wharſoeuer do a - an 
ny way exiſt, you will marre all, Neyther cos 
ought the difficultie of ſuppoſing it, breede cet 
in vs any doubting of the trueth of it, it ha- * 
o 
of 
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uing beene often alreadie aide, that the ma- 
ner of Gods ſubſiſting in his eflentiall forme, 
is alrogither vnſearchable and incom- on 
pre henſible. Let it bee ſufficient that to 
wee haue it prooued by moſt neceſ- ſu} 
ſarie demonſtrauons, that God is a moſt 
prey 


* 
* 
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without any cõpoſition of matter & form or 
diſtinction of parts, but euery wherealike and 
— the very — — I do not — bur _— | 
prærogatiue a mere rme 
dies muſt be reſernedro God, andin — cõ- 
gels, municated to any creature as the groſſeneſſe 
' | ofmattermuſt be leſt to che creature and in no 
wof || wiſe aſcribed to God. And ſo matter, or mate - 
na- riall ſubſiſting (the which bringeth with it 
rme motion and time, paſſion, alteration, limitati- ; 
ie | on and impotencie) ſhall bee the badge or > 
you {| cognizance x which the creature ſhall weare 
obe that ſo it may appeare, tharhe is not his owne 
yde man, or malcer, but that he ſerueth and depẽ- 
nee) deth onan other,by whom he was made and 
you is maintained. And on the other ſide, mere 
ner, ſimphcitie and pure formalitie fto the which 
oth erernitic,reſt, identitie, operation, inſinitneſſe 
o a- and omnipotencie are annexed) is to bee ac* 
ther counted the royall diademe, which aduan- 
ede ceth God in his Throne of glory aboue all 
ha- creatures whatſoeuer. With this ſimplicitie 
ma- of the diuine eſſence we may ioyne the vnitie 
me, of it, for as it is ſunple without partes, ſoit is 
m- one without kindes, neither can we imagin it 
that to be moe then one for many cauſes. For if we 
cel- ſuppoſe two infinits, wee make noinſinit, for 
cach of the two is rhe limit ofthe other, ſor it 
1 


mY — or 
= other from into ro 
| (otherwiſe it becommethone — it, = 
isno longer two ene} gas and ſo from 
extending it ſelfe into infinite. Beſides, wee 
know that the diuine eſſence beeing the firſt 
fountaine from the which all things flowe, N tie, if 
and the laſt end to the which they tend, muſt * 
bee the abſolute perfection of reſt altogither 
voyd of motion: for otherwiſe things ſhould 
moue not to reſt but to motion, and the 
'-*- . Ferminid quo and ad quem, ſhould be not furt, 
but moueable, and ſo vncertaine : but if the 
diuine eſſence bee many or moe then one, 9 
chere is not abſolute perfection, which ¶ able 
is onely in vnitie as motion is in number. | drin 
So that as it is in ciuil ſtares, the which I day 

are neuer counted ſure and ſetled in the ot 
abſolute perfection of gouernment, till the um 
whole authoritie be deuolued from the peo - and 
ple to many, from many toa fewe, fromafew | and 
to one, becauſe where there are moe then ¶ che 
\ one. in authoritie „there is matter of con- gal 
tinuall diſcord and diſorder , bur in ynitie an 
there is perfect concord, for no man diſa - eit 
greeth with himſelfe: ſo much moro we are b 
to thinke that the ſoueraigne Monarchie in 


| of the world is not in motion or poſlibili- an 
4 tie tending to perfection, but already and an 
; tuen for euer eſtabliſhed in perfect * fo 


Ls 147727 07:00D: we 
bat we neede nor inſiſt any longer in proo-" 
— uing the vnitie of the god - head, which ofie 
ſelte is manifeſt , therefore we will now 
be felt ſhut vp this conference, with the laſt of theſe 
aq excernalattributes,whichſis the immoucabili» 
lng tie, if we may ſo ſpeake, of God, 
ther | 
l ud Sect. 3 
t , a 1 | 
His attribute giueth vs to vnderſtand, 
g ns T* god is not ſubie to motiõ, which 
* is the mutation of ſtate or place, but is 
hit? in all reſpects immutable and immoue- 


able: he doth not ſhift his dwelling place, wan- 
dring vp and downe like a Pilgrime , this 
day in one countrey and to morro in an o- 
other, atone timein heauen,and at an other 
time on earth, but continueth where hee is 
and where hee hath bene alwaies, more firme 
and ſteadfaſt then the hugeſt mountaine, or 
the whole earth, like to a Rocke in the ſea, a- 
gainſt the which though the waues do beate, 
and ſo breake themſelues, yet they cannot 
either moue it in or remoue itout of the place 
where it is: euen ſo it is with the creatures 
in the world, the which doo continually toſſe 
and tumble themſelues from one eſtate to 
another , but the Lord remuineth the ſame 
for cuer. * | 
A q . For 
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For why, as we our ſelues mult not fit domne 
but go on till wwe come to the end of our jour, 
neyz euen ſo the creatures, when they are in 
their beſt eſtate, are not there to reſt in the+ 
ſelues , as if they had made themſelues for 
themſclues , but they muſt moue and go on 
towards God and his glory by performing 
thoſe duties, which do naturally belong vnto 
them, and ſo continually better their eſtate. ¶ and. 
Butii is not ſo with God, whoſe perfection is mou 
and euer was in complete act, not in hope & ¶ 2 all 
poſſibilitie, and therefore hauing all the per- ¶ himi 
fection, that he can haue, he need not ſtir for you 
the obtaining of any more, or mooue for you 
any mans pleaſure: his laſt ende and cheefe ¶ for 
good is in himſelfe, and in no other thing I ding 
whatfoeucr , and therefore hee need not || cou 
by motion purſue that, which he enioyeth al- perf 
ready in reſt, or ſecke that from an other ¶ dec. 
which he hath in himſelfe, Vea it is needefull ¶ at m 
that God ſhould be immoueable, hee beeing I ſ 
the foundation, whereon all things whatſoe. I] that 
uer do any way exiſt, do ſtand and rely: fo raw 
that if it did moue and were fickle and waue 0 
ring, there muſt neceſſarely enſue vniverſall ¶ chir 
confuſion & diſorder in nature: in the which ¶ wo 
reſpe (as was noted in the former attribute) ¶ ter 
B God being both rer mim quo, and terminus 
em, al naturall motion motion is — 
b Ill 
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mult needs be ſuppoſed to bee vnmoueable. 
for otherwiſe both diſorder would enſue, and 
alſo motion ſhould be made to motion, as it 
were in an endleſſe iourney, and with boote- 
es for ſeſſe labour. | . 
g on _ - Laſtly how ſhould wee suppoſe God to 
ming moue,whom we know to haue no place whi- 
,VDLO ¶ ther to mone: for hee himſelſe is euery where 
ſtare. and therefore whither ſoeuer he moueth, hee 
on 16 moucthrohimſelfe, or rather he moueth not 
pe & NF a all, becauſe he is ſtill whert he was, euen in 
per- himſelfe. Now fir, I haue as Icould, endea- 
ir for ¶ uoured to ſatiſfie your requeſt , neither can 
e for you require any more of me,ſaue only thanks 
iecfe I for your gentleneſſe and curteſie in atten- 
hing ding ſo patiently theſe ſimple and rude diſ- 
hal courſes i your — is ſuch , that I = 
1 ate erſwaded, you did not expect an c 
ther — the nature of God, Aries 
efull ¶ at my hands, and at this time:inthe whichre- 
ang ſpect IL hope that you will take in good part, 
ſoc. F that which hath bene ſaid , how rudely and 
; fo rawly ſoeuer. 1135 * 
zue Gent. If I ſhould tell you how much I 
rlall F rhinke my ſelfe bcholden to you for this days 
uch worke, you would thinke that I did but flat- 

ter you: I know not when learned fa much 
good diuinitie in one day, but I hope to haue 
ere we part, better occaſion and cauſe too of 
8 thankin 8 


for the paines that you haue already taken in 


vou are a ſtranger inthis countrey . 


1 
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Nl There is no ſuch cauſe ſir, cheſe are but 
ordinary matters. | 

Gent. Well I would giue any good I might 
haue had your company vp to London : I 
would thinke to bee by your meanesa good 
diuine ere I came thither. 

Sch. So you are already, otherwiſe it were 
ſtrange, that I ſhould make vou a good diuine 
in halfe a ſcore of dayes, that could not mal 
my ſelfe one in a whole ſcore of yeares: but 
to deale plainely with you, my purpoſe is to 
trauell as farre as London, though I tolde you 
not ſo much at firſt: bat I doubt that my litle 
weak nag wil not hold out, and I am ſure, tha 
hee cannot hold foote with your ſtrong gel 


din 
= Tam right glad ofit, talce no thought 


for your nagge, I will aſſure him to Londo 


inſtructing mee: and when wee come to ou 


iournies ende, if I might entreate you to gc 


with mee to my houſe, which is not farre off, 
you ſhould be as weleome as your ſeife could 


' wiſh, and command any thing [ haue. 
Sch. You may ſoone haue a bolde gueſt c 


me, but we will calk of that ſixe or ſeuen dayes| 
hence. In the meane time for that I perceiue j 


9g rere, k. Sr.. 
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bold. as to bid you welcome to this Northern 7 


Towne. 

Gent. Ithanke you heartely, but doo you 
know of any good lodging in itt | 

Sch. No doubt ſir, but that we may in many 
places here in New-cafle bee both heartely 
welcome, and honeſtly vſed for our money: 
but you know that the countrey is plaine and 
rude , and therefore your entertainment will 
bee but courſe and homely in reſpect of that 


curious ciuilitie that is beſouth : yer their 


— is good and better then it ſee- 
metn. - -, 

Gent. You ſpeake Worſe of your countrey, 
then there is caufe, Thkeplaine dea- 
ling belt, let vs get on, and I pray 
you lead vs to ſome honeſt 

houſe where you are 


knowne or ac- 


quainted. 


FINIS 


